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rationality, belong to Man as his own nature, whereas the fourth one, spirituality, is
a potential given to him which he may or may not develop. Each of these aspects is
endowed with abilities given to humans for specific purposes. Problems arise when
they are used outside the limits of these purposes. In this case, a meticulous analysis
of these human aspects must be carried out in order to avoid these problems, some
of which are manifested in the phenomenon of globalization.
~'The human animal aspect has two basic functions, one being the preservation

of life, which includes nutrition, reproduction and defense, while the other is
maintenance of these activities within the human sphere. The latter is the link
between animality and emotionality. This link is found in the fact that humans are
weak animals; they do not have the physical power or other defensive mechanisms
found in other animals. Therefore, at the level of animality, they need “togetherness”
in order to survive. Even if this characteristic is found in other animals, it is the
main characteristic of human animality because it leads to emotionality. 'The basic
characteristic of the emotional aspect is to bring to life all human activities, whether
animal, rational, or spiritual. If the animal aspect is able to perceive our biological
and physical needs, then the emotional aspect is able to perceive our non-physical
needs. Since the spiritual aspect is expressive of the non-physical, it is the closest
to our spirituality. The rational aspect, on the other hand, includes the human
characteristic which, according to Aristotle, defines Man’s real nature because this
is the aspect which no other animal has—that of conceptual thinking. The rational
aspect analyzes and evaluates all the data it receives from the lower aspects, namely
the animal and emotional, and as such, is the seat of scientific knowledge.

All of these aspects have faculties enabling them to perform their functions.
'The faculties of animality are the five senses at the lower level and concupiscence in
general at the higher level (which means appetites of the flesh, not taken merely in
the sexual connotation); this represents the passage from animality to emotionality.
'The heart is the seat of emotions in the lower emotional faculty, whereas at the
higher level, the conscience is the moral faculty that provides the first step into
intellectual thinking. However, since this thinking is supposed to be conceptual, we
need a faculty of the rational aspect that converts all these data into raw material that
is easy for the mind to digest. The faculty which provides this conceptual conversion
is the imagination, which is the lower faculty of our rational aspect. On the other
hand, intuition is the higher faculty of our rational aspect and provides the first step
into spirituality. These are not the only faculties belonging to human nature. The
ones mentioned here are important for our purpose of evaluating the foundations of
human differences. Although the three biological aspects and the spiritual aspect,
with varying degrees of intensity, are one and the same in all human nature, the
consequences of these aspects are many.

What I have outlined here provides a rich inner world for a human being.
At the animal level, for example, a piece of land is perceived as mere “territory”
which provides livelihood. The land is defended only for this purpose and is seen as
precious as long as it serves this function. But at the emotional level, a human being
is passionately attached to the land. As such, he may write poems and sing love
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songs about the land where he lives. At the rational level, a human being will try to
conceptualize the land and call it his “country” or “homeland.” Moreover, he may
intellectually idealize the land where he is living. The same approach can be applied
to everything Man encounters in this world - his belongings, his friends, his family,
his relationships, his actions and so on. According to human perception, all things
human will have the same aspects, namely an animal, an emotional and a rational.
As a result, human beings will have a rich inner world. It is this inner world that
is reflected outwardly. That reflection may have a variety of modalities. As a mode
of action, it is their behavior, what they do to others and in fact to themselves. As
a mode of new existence, it is their achievements, which could be works of art or
inventions. When it is in the conceptual mode, it is knowledge, which is perhaps the
highest achievement for a human being, ' ,

All these achievements are reflections of the inner world of a human being;
when these occur in a social context, they are called “culture.” With such a diversified
nature, Man, in a sense, turns inside out within a social context, and thus becomes
part of what we call “culture.” Although the system in human nature that turns
an inner world into a culture is a single one, that which is turned inside out is not
one but many. This resembles a system of production that is one in its structure but
diversified in its outputs. Let us consider only two systems that belong to our nature:
the digestive system and the knowledge system, or human epistemology. Our
digestive system is the same for all, consisting of a mouth, tongue, teeth, stomach
and the rest of the organs. We know from anatomy the way they work is the same
for all humans, so that when there is a problem, a Turk does not have to go to a
Turkish doctor, but can go to any human doctor. On the other hand, contrary to the
universality of our digestive system, our culinary culture is immensely diversified. In
the same way, our knowledge system is also one, having one logic and epistemology,
all with similar faculties. Yet the knowledge generated from that system is not one,
but many. This illustrates the great cultural diversity amongst human societies.

Let us pass from here to another human dimension which may enable us to
evaluate the spiritual aspect. As we have seen, the need to be toge’ther with other
fellow human beings is grounded in our animality. It is therefore part of our inner
nature to form groups and live together. Then again, this togetherness is a primitive
collection of human beings. When the emotional aspect is added, the togetherness
gradually turns into a community. In a community, bonds are established with
strong feelings because they are evaluated emotionally and hence, relationships are
created. As a result of this, the community may be organized on the basis of a
“feeling relationship”. There may be an elderly group that is respected and obeyed.
There will also be other groups that are defined on the basis of feelings, which in
turn contribute to the organization of the community.

With the addition of the rational aspect, the organization is maintained with
reason. Therefore, a political system is developed according to which the community
is governed. Now, the community is a society in the true sense, and the rational
organization of the community is a state or government. In such an organization,
Man is able to exhibit and develop all his potentialities. He can find everything in
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result, will be dangerous to humanity, as can be seen in such instances in human
history. Therefore, by definition, human beings do not have any authority to establish
religion.

Although religion is a Divine Guidance for humanity, it is not the kind of
guidance that presents us with an exhaustive list of behaviors for any given.sit'uation.
If this were the case, we would have to act as robots, and there would be no room
for human intellectual creativity in any field, including the sciences. Conversely,
religion as a Divine Guidance bestows upon us two fundamental states of mind:
consciousness of the Divine Presence in all and moral sensitivity in our behavior.
Both states of mind are expressed in general principles by religion. We therefore feel
the need to interpret these principles in order to apply them to certain situations in
our lives. This need for interpretation gradually gives rise to a systematic exposition
of religion as a system of guidance. We thus need to distinguish between these two
phenomena: religion as Divine Guidance and religion as the interpretation of this
Divine Guidance. The former is Pure Religion and the latter is religion within a
certain cultural context. I believe that there is no harm in interpreting the Pure
Religion in a certain cultural context. On the contrary, it is inevitable, and indeed
required by God. This requirement is made clear by the fact that He does not send
His Guidance as a complete set of rules readily available for application to human
life, thus resulting in the development of our spiritual potentialities. Moreover, as
we shall see below, Muslim jurists have developed the concept of ‘urfin Islamic legal
philosophy in order to be able to interpret religion within a certain cultural context
and thus preserve cultural diversity.

In Islamic thought, Mankind is depicted as a microcosm because human beings
are representations of all the worlds in the universe. In this sense, a human being
can be called a “mini universe.” It is therefore natural for all these diverse universes
to be reflected in the mirror of human society. This is the aspect of human beings
which aspires to reach others and yet longs for diversity. Here we find the roots and
thus the foundation of globalization. What we claim is that globalization finds its
origin within human nature and it is therefore unavoidable. It is, therefore, we who
try to reach out to others and other communities and places. On the basis of this
fact, we cannot explain the inexorable campaign of Alexander the Great as being
merely an idle quest to conquer the East. This applies equally to the campaign of
Genghis Khan in the West. Moreover, it is this aspect of Man that is taken as the
locus of revelation by religion, meaning that it is also a God-given right for humans
to have diverse cultures, societies and communities. This diversified nature of Man
makes him a valuable creature, as the Qur’an also points out:

We have honored the children of Adam, provided them transport on land and sea

and given them for sustenance good and pure food and conferred upon them special

favor above many of Our creation. (17/Al-Isra’, 70)
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Therefore, the abundance of different cultures makes life enjoyable and breaks
the monotonous flow of events in history. Yet there is another aspect to the beauty
of diverse cultures, and that is that this places on Man the burden of tolerating
differences. ‘This is because each aspect of human nature is permitted to be free
and without limits. It follows that if these aspects are not regulated, injustice and
similar violations will emerge. For this reason, each aépect of human nature must
be kept under control. I think this can be done by taming the lower aspect by using
its next higher aspect in a good manner. In this case, the animal aspect is controlled
by good use of the emotional aspect and the emotional aspect is controlled by good
use of the rational aspect. It then follows that the rational aspect is controlled by
the spiritual aspect, which is nourished by Divine Revelation. If the final phase
is the greatest good, then religion as the Divine Revelation and as the greatest
good provides tolerance for differences. Therefore, if different cultures arise within
a civilization of a religion, we can then recognize that the religion is fulfilling its
function as desired by the Divine Will.

However, human beings must also perform accordingly in order to tolerate
different cultures or diversities in general. We may then briefly express our point
that human nature is diversified, giving Man a rich inner world to be realized
within a social context. When this is achieved, it leads to rich cultures which
may eventually turn into a significant civilization. However, since the realization
of the inner world is manifested at different planes in different communities,
there would necessarily be differences which open a challenge for humanity to
face. Today, the world is moving towards globalization, which poses yet a greater
challenge for the diversity of cultures. In the past, people only knew about or
were aware of different cultures, while today, we live with them. That presents a
challenge, putting a greater moral responsibility on us to tolerate other cultures
and differences, even those differences that exist within the same culture. In order
to solve problems concerning -this moral responsibility, we need to channel the
direction of globalization towards goodness and try to utilize it as such, rather
than trying to stop the great flood of the global burden which threatens to destroy
everything in its way.

Islam has tried to solve the issue of preserving cultural and religious diversity
by introducing certain mechanisms to humanity in two ways: the moral and the
legal. In other words, every human being may not have the same moral sensitivity
for social issues and thus may violate principles developed as measures to protect
human rights. For this reason there is also a need to develop legal measures to
protect the rights of humans and societies. In order to illustrate this development,
we may present a brief history of the emergence and progress of the Islamic legal
philosophy which has generated principles for the protection of individual rights
as well as social and cultural diversity, as opposed to the global movement.

Against the backdrop of this theoretical framework of the civilizations in
human history, we observe that archaeologists have discovered evidence of an
early occupation at Ur around 6500-3800 BC. This is quite late compared with
the discoveries near Sanlurfa. The developments in this region exhibit similar
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trends, as explained in our theoretical framework. The city:of Ur was located
about 500 km south of Sanlwrfa. The third millennium BC, the Early Bronze
Age of Mesopotamia, witnessed further occupation of Ur during its re-emergence.
Historians have gathered this information primarily from two sources. The first
is a large body of cuneiform documents, mostly from the empire of the so-called
Third Dynasty of Ur, at the very end of the third millennium, also known as the
Neo-Sumerian Empire. The second source is the archaeological work in modern
Irag. Although the early centuries (first half of the third millennium and earlier)
are still poorly understood, archaeological discoveries have shown unequivocally
that Ur was a major urban center on the Mesopotamian plain and its splendor has
been confirmed, particularly by the discovery of the Royal Tombs of Ur. These
tombs, which date from the Early Dynastic IITa Period (approximately the 25%
or 24™ century BC), contained an immense collection of luxurious items made of
precious metals and semi-precious stones, all of which would have been brought
from long distances (e.g., Iran, Afghanistan, India, Asia Minor, the Persian Gulf).
This wealth, previously unparalleled, is a testimony of Ur’s economic importance
during the Early Bronze Age.

It is possible to identify Ur as the sister city of Sanlwrfa. Faroghi gives the
following brief information:

Al-Ruhi or al-Rub#’ is, the Arabic name of a city which was in early Islamic times
in the province of Diyar Mudar but known in Western sources as Edessa, Syriac
Orhay or Armenian Urhay. It is now in the province of Diyarbakir in the southeast of
modern Turkey and is known as Urfa, a name for the city which is not clearly attested
before the coming of the Turks to eastern Anatolia. Urfa is an ancient city, though
efforts to identify it with the Babylonian Erech/Uruk or with Ur of the Chaldees
cannot be taken seriously. Its site, at the junction of ancient highways from Armenia
southwards and east-west from the fords across the Euphrates to Mesopotamia and
Persia, must have made it strategically valuable when it was founded or re-founded by
the Seleucids. Orhay now received new names, such as “Antioch by the Callirrhoe”,
i.e. “by the beautiful, flowing [water]”, a reference to its famed fish-ponds or to the
river of Orhay, and Edessa, originally the name of the Seleucids’ own capital in

Macedonia.?

What we have drawn up here is a brief framework which represents the rise of
civilizations in human history as manifested in Urfa throughout its historical periods.
The reader will witness visually the history of Sanlrfa as displaying the concept
of human nature outlined in this brief Introduction. We indeed experience this
gradual progress in our lives as well, passing through the animalism, emotionality
and humanist stages in order to achieve the real potentiality imbedded in us to
reflect spiritualism. To achieve this level is to reach the actual human nature, which
reflects moral sensitivity as inner satisfaction. This is indicated in the Qur’an, as seen
in the following passages:

1 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ur
2 Suraiya Faroqhi, “Al-Ruhi,” Encyclopedia of Islam, 2 ed. (8): 593.
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By the soul and the One Who gave it its nature and wrought it with good and evil.
Truly he who purifies it achieves salvation; and he who corrupts it becomes a loser.
[91/al-Shams, 7-10]

“Those who remember God standing, sitting and lying down and reflect upon the
creation of the heaven and the earth, and say: “Ouf Lord! You have not created all
this in vain...” (38/ Sad, 17). .

O satisfied soul! Come back to your Lord well pleased and well-pleasing unto Him.
Enter you, then, among My devotees. Enter you My Heaven. (89/al-Fajr, 27-30)

We may convert this Qur’anic framework into a vision of human nature in and
around Urfa throughout history. We can see this in the writings of the first scientific
world historian in human history, Muhammad ibn Jarir al-Tabari (838-923 AD).
In his celebrated work, History of the Prophets and Kings (Tirikh al-Rusul wa al-
Mulik), popularly known as Turikh Tabari (Tubari’s History), he divided human
history into periods according to major events. Obviously, the first major event in
human history was the creation of the universe. Hence, his first period covered
“from the Creation to the Flood.” 'This periodization is somewhat consistent with
modern world histories, with the exception that because of new theories of creation
concerning the origins of the universe, the natural history of the world is more
detailed in modern world histories.

'The Flood refers to Prophet Noah. We may interpret this period as consisting
of two main segments: 1. Creation of the universe, and 2. Human existence on
earth with the prophets. Since the Flood was a major event, then human history
began with the first prophet, Adam, who represents the first settlement on earth.
The second major event was the Flood which took place at the time of the prophet
Noah. Hence, the third period in this sequence would be the coming of the major
prophets, called the Period of Prophets and Patriarchs. In this period, the major
event was the emergence of rationally explained monotheism as a universal Divine
Tradition at the behest of the prophet Abraham.

It is the Period of Prophets and Patriarchs which is relevant for this book. We
know this because the story of Abraham seems to coincide with the presence in Urfa
of his arch enemy, Nimrod. According to the Bible, Abraham was born in Ur of
the Chaldees. However, according to traditional stories told in Urfa, he was born in
a cave near Urfa. In any case, the Qur’an tells us that Abraham was thrown into a
fire [by Nimrod] (21/Surat Anbiya, 69). Since the Bible also mentions the fact that
Abraham went to Harran before he went to Canaan, it may be the case that he was
captured in Urfa by Nimrod. From this period onward, the history of the prophets
and that of Urfa coincide. The next period in the history of al-Tabari is the rise of
the Children of Israel with other major prophets, such as Jacob, Joseph and Moses,
until the coming of Jesus. In the meantime, he mentions the ancient kingdoms of
the Sassanids, the Byzantines, the Lakhmids, and of Yemen. Afterwards comes the
Prophet Muhammad, and the rest is the history of Islam.

3 'This great monumental work has been translated into English by the State University of New York Press,
ed. Thsan Yar-Shater, complete set in 40 vols. (2007).
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In this period, Harran became an important location for the Umayyad Dynasty.
'The holy wars fought by Maslama ibn Abdulmalik, who blockaded Constantinople,
began in Harran.? He chose Harran rather than Kinnesrin as his capital and built a
palace there.* When Maslama seized power,*! he gave the charge of the city to his
brother ‘Umar ibn Abdulaziz.*? During the Umayyad dynasty, a period lasting more
than 90 years, the caliph Abdulaziz’s rule is of special importance. During this
time, the reforms of Abdulaziz were beneficial for the area, as justice was applied
and honest governors took the place of despotic ones. In addition, he appointed new
gadis (judges) to several provinces and employed teachers for the schools in Antakya
and Alexandria.®

After the Umayyad dynasty collapsed in 750, the area came under the rule of
the Abbasids.* The Arabs of Syria and Al-Jazeera rebelled in 751, but the uprising
was quashed by the Abbasid military.* The second revolt against Abbasid power was
carried out by Abu al-Ward, but it was defeated when Ishaq ibn Muslim al-Uqayli
took over as the leader. The city of Harran with its Abbasid governor had been
surrounded by Ishaq and his forces for two months when he charged his brother,
Abu Jafar, with bringing the revolt to an end. He sent his other brother, Bekkar, to
Mardin to the aid of the Land of Rabia, whose leader was Bureyka. Aware of the
advent of Abu Jafar, Ishaq lifted the siege of Urfa and withdrew. Abu Jafar, who
became stronger with the participation of Musa b. Kaab’s troops, went to the Land
of Rabia via Raqga and killed Bureyka, so that the rebellion there was suppressed.
Bekkar, who had not seen action in Rabia, returned to Urfa, where Ishaq left him
in charge of defending the city and keeping them from changing allegiance. After
besieging Samsat for seven months, Ishaq eventually negotiated a surrender.’ Some
Islamic states which settled in Abbasid lands—like the Tulunids, Ikhshidids, and
Fatimids—also dominated the Syrian and Palestinian region prior to the conquest
of the Selcuks. (The Turkish spelling Sefu# is pronounced “salchuk”)” Egypt tried
to dominate the area by sending governors.* For instance, Ahmad ibn Tolun and
Sajoglu Muhammad ibn al-Afshin governed in the Land of Mudar, but by this time
the city was under the control of the Selcuks.”

THE SELCUK ERA

The first entrance of the Turks to the areas surrounding Urfa occurred in the
Selguk era during the sultanate of Tugrul Bey. In 1059, Turkish warriors entered
Anatolia, and in 1060 they attacked Byzantium under their leader, Altunkék. In
this period, his general, Salar-1 Horasan, conquered most of the fortresses near the
Tigris, but he could not manage to conquer Urfa.* When Tugrul Bey died in 1063,
Alparslan ascended to the throne.# Salar-1 Horasan, who was responsible for the
conquest of most of this region, finally entered Urfa in 1065-66. Turks under his
rule attacked Siverek and Nasibin.*? The Franks had difficulty resisting the Turks,
who again attacked and captured two fortresses. In the same year, Salar-1 Horasan
tried to attack Culap and captured the fortress of Diphisar. After conquering it, he

49




set up a base in Ksos. Four thousand Byzantine soldiers advanced against the Turks,
but lost the battle and were therefore forced to retreat.®

Sultan Alparslan arrived at the Urfa fortress on 13 November 1070, and set up
- camp there for a night. The people of Urfa, under the rule of Duke Vasil, the son
of the Bulgarian Alusianus, “ resisted Alparslan and denied him entry.# They put
catapults, ballistae and all manner of weaponry around the fortress in preparation
for war.* When the sultan saw this, he became angry and initiated an offensive,
but without success.” Meanwhile, the Byzantine emperor sent a letter and an envoy
to Alparslan. This envoy came to Urfa and negotiated an agreement between the
people of Urfa and Alparslan.” The battle had already lasted nearly two months,
and the wearied sultan agreed to the arrangement. After the agreement, however,
the people of the fortress deceived Alparslan and backed out of the treaty.® |

In the meantime, if we look at Sanlrfa as it is seen today, we will see in the
southwest of the city the lakes of Aynzeliha and Haliliirrahman. There is an inner
fortress on the hill, its east, west and south sides surrounded by ditches and the
north side filled with stones. It is possible that the inner side of the castle was built
during the Arab invasion of the city in the years 812-14 AD. There are stone tombs
underneath the ditch on the south side. This bit of evidence tells us how difficult it
was to conquer Urfa at that time.

Exhausted, Alparslan moved to Malazgirt (Manzikert) to engage the Byzantine
army led by the Emperor Romanos IV Diogenes. Alparslan’s decisive defeat of the
Byzantine army played an important role in undermining Byzantine authority in
Anatolia and opened the doors of Anatolia for the Turks. The Selcuks nevertheless
insisted on conquering Urfa. At this time, Sultan Alparslan was also planning a
campaign against Egypt, but this never took place and he straightaway returned
to confront Urfa. Upon the way, Alparslan lost some of his horses and mules, so
when the duke of the city presented him with fresh horses, mules and food, the
sultan was satisfied and continued eastward without harming Urfa.®* Nevertheless,
the Selguks’ interest in Urfa was not limited to Sultan Alparslan. After him, this
interest grew and the sons of the Selguk Chief (Bey in Turkish) Kutalmis, Suleyman
Shah (the ancestor of Osman Bey, founder of the Ottoman Empire), Mansur, Alp
Ilig and Devlet settled in the areas around Urfa and Birecik in either 1072 or the
following year.> As a matter of fact, upon settling there, they came in contact with
the Turkomans of Yavekiyye® and Navekiyye,* who were also travelling about in
the region of Urfa, and gained their support™ in surrounding Urfa in preparation
for invading the city.® Meanwhile, Alparslan was assassinated by an Isma’ili¥” in
1072 and his son Melik Shah ascended the throne. Melik Shah’s commander,
Gumiugtekin, routed the remaining Byzantine armies around Urfa and Nizip,* but
in 1086 Melik Shah came to Harran from Tikrit. Barsama, who was then the
ruler of Urfa, sent envoys who told him that they would surrender Urfa to him.
Melik Shah sent one of his representatives to Urfa, but this man deceived the people
and confiscated their properties. Because of this, Barsama withdrew the offer of
handing over Urfa to Melik Shah.® Consequently, Melik Shah gave the task of
conquering the city to Emir Bozan,® who proceeded to block all food and drink
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