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- URFA TARIH!:

Yuzeysel aragtirmalar ve Atatiirk Baraji
gdl alani altinda kalacak hdyiiklerde yapilan
arkeolojik kazilardan elde edilen buluntular-
dan anlagildigina gore Urfa tarihinin paleoli-
tik gaga kadar (M.0. 500.000 - 8.000)
uzandidi tesbit olunmustur. Ayni kazilarda
neolitik gag (M.O. 7250 - 5500), kalkolitik
¢ag(M.O. 5500 - 3200) ve ik tung cagina
ait(M.O. 3200 - 1800) gok sayida degerll-
eserler ele gegirilmistir.

Belgelere dayanmayan baz; iddialara
gdre Urfa, ilk dafa gehirler kuran Idris pey-
gamber veya Tufan'dan sonra Nuh Pey-
gamber zamaninda kurulmugtur.

Urfa bélgesi; Stimer-Akat-Hitit, Babil-
Kalde, Hurri-Mitanni, Aram-Asur, Med ve
Pers Hakimiyetlerini gérmistir. M. 6. IL. bin
Hitit vesikalarinda gegin Ursu'nun ve Asur
vesikalarinda gegen Ruhua veya Ru'ua'nin,
bugtinkii Urfa oldugu séylenmektedir. Se-
hir; Ur, Kaide Ur'u, Harran Ur'u, Orhei, Or-
hay, Vurhai, Edessa, Diyar Mudar, Ruha,
Reha ve Urfa adlanns almig, en son Sanli-
urfa olmustur.

Makedonya Krah Bilyiik Iskender dogu
seferi sirasinda Urfa'ya hakim olmustur.
(M.O. 332). Bu devir, M. O. 132'de 0S-
ROANE krallig1 ile son bulmustur. M. S.
250 yillarina kadar devam eden Osroane
Kraligr donemi Hiristiyanhk agisindan bilyiik
6nem tagimaktadir. O ¢agin Osroane Krali
Abgar Ukomo'nun (Kara Abgar) diinyada
Hristiyanh§ resmi dif olarak kabul eden ilk
krallardan oldugu, Hz. lsa ile mektuplagtig!
ve Hz. Isa'y! dinini yaymak tizere Urfa'ya da-
vet etti§i bilinmektedir. Bu davet {izerine
Hz. }sa ylizini sildigi mendile gikan muci-
zevi resmini ve Urfa'yr kutsadidina dair bir
mektubunu Abgar Ukomo'ya géndermistir.
Bu nedenle Urfa'ya Hristiyanlarca bugiin
bile "Blessed City" denilmektedir. Hnsti-
yanlik aleminde kutsal sayilan bu mendilin
uzun siire Urfa'yr diigmanlardan korudugu-
na inantimig. M. S. 944 yilinda Bizans
Imparatorunun dogudaki kuvvetlerinin ko-

mutant-loannes Kurkuas Urfa Uzerine yuru-

yerek Hz. Isa'nin bu mucizevi resmini almay!
bagarmig ve onu bilyilk bir térenle Istan-
bul'a gétirmustir.

Hristiyanhd ilk yillarinda kabu! eden Ur-
fa, Muslimanligrda ilk yillarinda kabul et-
mistir. (M. S. 639). Selguklu Sultan Alpas-
lan'in 1071 yilinda gehri kugatmasina kadar
birgok siyasi ve dini hareketlerin oldugu
Urfa'da 1098 yilinda bagimsiz bir Hagli
Kontlugu kurulmustur. 1144 yilinda Ima-
deddin Zengi, 1182'de Selahaddin Eyylbi
Urfa'ya hakim olmustur.

1240 ve 1250 yillarindaki ki Mogol yag-
masindan sonra 1260 yilinda Hillag Han
bélgeyi yakip yikmigtir.

Urfa 1404 tarihinde Akkoyunlularin,
1514 yilinda Safevilerin eline gegmis ve
1517 yilinda Osmanl Imparatorluguna dahil
olmustur.

24 Mart 1919'da lng|||z 30 Ekim 1919’
da Fransizlar tarafindan iggal edilmigltir.
Fransizlara karss baslatilan direnis ve savag
11 Nisan 1920'de gehir halkinin zaferiyle
sonuglanmigtir.

2- NEDEN PEYGAMBERLER SEHRI? -
Hz. IBRAHIM

Iﬁfasmda hikiimdarliginin elinden git-
tigini géren Kral Nemrut'un bu rilyas! ka-
hinler tarafindan: "... Bu yil bir gocuk do-
Jacak, senin putperest dinini.ortadan kal-
diracak ve Kralligina son verecek" geklinde
yorumlantr. Bunun @izerine Nemrut o yil
dogan ve doJacak olan biitiin gocuklan &l-
diitmeye karar verir. Hz. lbrahim'e hamile
olan Nuna, hamileligini herkesten gizleye-
rek o yil Hz. lbrahim'i bir magarada gizlice
dogurur. Hz. Ibrahim bu magarada 7 yagina
kadar herkesten gizlice yasadi. 7 yagindan
sonra magaradan gikanlip baba evine getiri-
len Ibrahim biiylylince' Nemrut ve halkinin
tapdigi putlarla miicadele etmeye, onlart
kirp pargalamaya bagladi. Gergek tanrinin
putlar degib biitiin kainati yaratan tek Allah
oldugunu anlatmaya galigtr.
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eden atege attirdi. O anda Allah tarafindan
atese "Ey ates lbrahim'e karg! serin ve sela-
met ol emri verildi. Ateg su, odunlar bahk
oldu. Hz. lbrahim sag salim olarak bir gill
bahgesinin igerisine dgtd.

Onun distigu yerde olugan Halil-Ur
Rahman ve Aynzeliha golleri ile igersindeki
kutsal baliklar bugiin diinyanin her tarafin-
dan gelen insanlarca ziyaret edilmektedir.
Aynca Hz. Ibrahim'in dogdugu magara, bu
gollerin yakinindaki Mevlid-i Halil Camii ige-
risinde olup ziyarete agik tutulmaktadir.

Hz. EYYUB:

Allah, Urfa'da yagayan Eyyiib peygam-
berin kendisine baghligint gdstermek igin
6nce mallarin ve gocuklanni elinden aldi ve
daha sonra kendisine agtr bir hastaltk verdi.
Hasta yattiji magarada biitin viicudunu
kurtlar kapladi. Eyyib peygamber bitin
bunlara ragmen Allah'a isyan etmedi. Al-
lah'a ibadetten geri kalmad, sabir ve siikir

gosterdi. Allah onun bu sabrina kargilik ola- -
rak sihhatini ve malini geri verdi. Hz. Eyyiib

bu nedenle sabir 6rnegi olarak kabul edilir.

Hz. Eyylb'un hastalik gektigi magara ve
kutsal suyu ile yikanarak sifa buldugu kuyu
bugiin Urfa'nin Eyyib Peygamber sem-
tinde ziyaret edilmektedir.

Hz. Eyyub'in mezan, Urfa'nin Viran-
sehir ilcesine 20 Km. uzakliktaki Eyyilb Ne-
bi Kdyindedir. Bu kdy, bir peygamberler
K&yl gibidir. Eyylb Peygaberin Tirbesi,
Hanimi Hz. Rahime'nin Tirbesi ve Elya-
sa'Peygaberin Tirbesi buradadir.

Hz. ELYASA' :

Hz. Elyasa’ peygamber Eyyiib peygam-
beri ziyaret etmek ister. Uzun yillar arar, so-
nunda bulundugu kdye yaklagtigimi bilme-
mektedir. Kargisina seytan gtkar. Daha gok
uzakta oldugunu séyler. Elyasa peygam-
ber yaslanmigtir. Dua eder Allah ruhunu alir.
1 Km. kala O'na ulagamadan vefat etmis ve
orada defnedilmistir. MeZari ayni kdydedir.

Hz. SUAYB:

Suayb peygamber'in Urfa’nin 85 km.
dogusundaki tarihi Suayb sehrinde yagadi-

gina inanilmaktadir. Bu tarihi kent kalintilar »
arasindaki bir magara ev O'nun makami ola-
rak ziyaret edilmektedir. (Bakiniz Suayb
sehri)

Hz. NUH:

Tufz;n_(ﬁn sonra, Hz. Nuh'un gemisinin
Urfa ile Ceylanpinar (Res'ulayn) arasindaki
Cudi dagdina indigine inaniimaktadir. Ger-
¢ekten de bu dad deniz dalgalarint andiran
gok degisik bir yizey sekline sahiptir. Yére
halki bu konuda ¢ok kesin kanaate sahiptir-
ler. Bu yer Sogmatar ve Suayb sehir ile aynt
mevkidedir. :

Hz. MUSA:

Giinlimiizde Yagmurlu Koéyi olarak ad-
landirilan tarihi sogmatar kenti igerisinde,
Hz. Musa'nin Kuyusu ve Asa'sinin izi diye
Ziyaret edilen iki makami vardir.

Hz. LUT:

Hz. lbrahim'in kardegi Harran"in ogludur,
Lut Hz. lbrahim ile birlikte gég etmis ve pey-
gamberlik ile gérevlendirilecegi Sodom'a
gitmisgtir.

3- URFA SEHIR MERKEZINDE

GORULMEYE DEGER YERLER
&/MOZE: .

Arkeolojik ve etnografik eserlerin teshir
edildigi Urfa Miizesi Sehitlik semtindedir.

Mizenin giris katindaki ilk salonda Asur,
Babil ve Hitit caglarina ait tas eserler sergi-
lenmektedir. Bu eserler arasinda, Harran'da
bulunan ve Babil Krali Nabonid dénemine
tarihlenen ve Uzerinde Nemrut'un ay, gil-
nes ve yildiz tannlanna dua edigini gos-
teren stel ilgi ¢ekicidir.

Miizenin ikinci ve Gigiincli salonlannda
Neolitik Cag'a ait (M. O. 7250-5500) ¢ak-
mak tagindan kesici ve delici-aletler, tas idol-
ler, kaplar; Kalkolitik gaga ait (M. ©. 5500-
3200) pismis topraktan yapilmig boyall ve
boyasiz seramikler, mithirler, pithoslar, kol-
yeler; Eski tung ¢agina ait (M. O. 3200-
1800) muhiir baskili kiip pargalan, silindir ve
damga muhurleri, figlrinli kap pargalari,
pismig topraktan yapilmig hayvan figirleri,



madeni egyalar, takilar, idoller gibi eserler
sergilenmektedir.

Muzenin Ust katinda yer alan etnografik
eserler seksiyonunda; yéreye ait giysiler,
gimis ve bronz takilar, el sanatlarindan 6r-
nekler, Urfa evlerinden getirilmis siislemeli
ahsap kap! ve pencere kanatlari, hat eserle-
ri, el yazmasi Kur-an'l Kerim'ler ve cam eg-
yalar sergilenmektedir. Ayrica Miize bahge-
sinde Roma ve Bizans devrine ait mozaikler
ile gesitli ddnemlere ait tag eserler sergilen-
mektedir. Urfa Miizesi Pazartesi giinleri ka-
pah olup haftanin diger giinleri agiktir.

ULy cami

Urfa merkezindeki camilerin en eskile-
rindendir. Ulu Cami, bazi kaynaklardan an-
ladigimiza gére eski bir sinagog iken M. S.
V. ylzyl baglarinda St. Stephan Kilisesine
dondstiriilen ve kirmizi renkteki mermer
siitunlarinin goklugu nedeniyle "Kizil Kili-
se" olarakta da adlandirilan bir Hiristiyan kili-
sesinin yerine inga edilmistir. Bu kilisenin
avlusuna ait duvarlar, bazi siitun ve situn
bagliklari ile halen minare olarak kullanilan
sekizgen gévdeli gan kulesi bugin ayak-
tadir.

Insa kitabesi bulunmadigindan caminin
ne zaman ve kim tarafindan yaptiriidigi ke-
sin olarak bilinmemektedir. Camideki mev-
cut kitabeler onarim devirlerine ait olup inga
tarihi hakkinda fikir vermemektedir. Nurettin
Zengi tarafindan tamir ettirilerek bugiinki
seklini alan Halep Ulu Camii ile benzer bir
plan gésteren Urfa UWlu Caminin Zengiler
zamaninda 1170-1175 yillan arasinda yap-
tinlmig olabilecegi tahmin edilmektedir.

HASAN PADISAH CAM"

Es degerde gok kubbeh camiler grubu-
na giren Hasan Padisah Camii 15. ylizyilin
ikinci yanisinda Akkoyunlu Devleti Sultani
Uzun Hasan tarafindan Toktemur mescidi-
nin-bah-sina bitigik olarak yaptinimstir.

Cami, kible duvari boyunca siralanmig

tromplu {i¢ bilyik kubbe ile 6rtiilii dikdért-
" gen bir plana sahiptir. Kubbeler orta bolim-
de doért bagimsiz payeye, dogu ve batida

ise duvarlara otururlar.. Son cemaat yeri
6nde payeler Uzerine oturan ¢apraz tonoz-
larla 6rtlil0 sekiz gozludir. Dodu bastaki
g6z Toktemur Mescidi dniine rastlamak-
tadir. Avlunun kuzeyinde yer alan tek
serefeli ve poligonal gévdeli minare 1859
tarihinde Halil Bey tarafindan tamir ettirilmis-
tir.
RIZVANIYE camll

Halil-Gr Rahman Géliiniin kuzey kenari
boyunca yer alan bu cami, Osmanlilarin
Rakka Valisi Rizvan Ahmet Pasa tarafindan
1716 yilinda yaptiriimigtir. Cami avlusunun
Ug tarafi, medrese odalari ile gevrilmigtir.

Rizvaniye Camii, mihrap duvan boyunca
siralanmig g kubbesiyle dikdértgen bir pla-
na sahiptir. Ug gézIi son cemaat yerinin
izeri Ug kubbe ile 6rtiili olup dogu ve bati-
daki kubbeler yanlara dogru yarim kubbe-
lerle genisletilmistir.

Caminin inga tarihinden kalma ahsap
kapisi zengin bitkise! siislemelidir.

HALIL-OR RAHMAN caMli

Halil-Gr Rahman géliiniin giiney batt ko-
sesinde yer alan bu cami, medrese, me-
zarlik ve Hz. lbrahim'in atege atildiginda
diistigu makamdan meydana geIm|§ bir
killiye halindedir.

Caminin giiney dogu kdsesine bitigik
kare gévdeli kesme tag minarenin bati cep-
hesindeki kitabede, Eyyubilerde Melik Es-
ref Muzafferiddin Musa'nin emriyle 1211
yilinda yaptirildigi yaziidir.

Halk arasinda Dégeme Cami veya Ma-
kam Camii olarak da adlandintan Halil-ir
Rahman Camiinin Bizans devrine ait Mer-
yem Ana kilisesinin yerinde inga edildigi
tahmin edilmektedir. Bir goriige gore de
sehirdeki en eski camilerdendir, Halife
Me'mun zamaninda Hz.lbrahim Makamina
insa edilmistir.

EYYOUBl MEDRESES|I VE FIRUZ

BEY CESMESI

Ulu Caminin?{;usﬂna bitigik olan Ey-
yu-bi Medresesmden gliniimize sadece

ikiger duvar payesine, kuzey ve guneyd '“‘1191*1anhh» i
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bugiin gériilen tek eyvanli medrese, EyyU-
biler devri medresesinin lizerine 1781 tari-
hinde Nakibzade Haci lbrahim Efendi tara-
findan yaptinlmigtir.

Medrese eyvaninin dojusunda tonoz-
lu, batisinda kubbeli bilyik bir oda yer al-
maktadir. Kubbeli odanin batisinda med-
resenin kitiphanesi oldugu anlagtilan bir
oda daha bulunmaktadir.

Medresenin giiney duvarinda 1781 tar-
ihinde Firuz Bey tarafindan yaptirilan ges-
me bulunmaktadir.

URFA KALES| VE SEHIR
SURLARI
T

Kentin giiney bati kesiminde, Halil-ir
Rahman ve Aynzeliha géllerinin glineyin-
deki tepe (izerindedir. Dogu, bati ve gliney
tarafi kayadan oyma derin savunma hende-
gi ile gevrili, kuzey tarafi ise sarp kayaliktir.
Hz. Ibrahim Nemrut tarafindan bu tepeden
atege attimigtir.

812-814 Yillarinda gehir surlannin ye-
niden inga‘edilmesi sirasinda kaleninde in-
sa edildigi tahmin edilmektedir. Glineydeki
kayadan oyma hendegin M.S. lll. yiizyila ait
kaya mezarlarninin_lizerine yapildig kesilmis
kaya mezarlarindan anlasilmaktadir.

Kale Uzerindeki korint baghkl iki siitun-
dan doguda olaninin kente bakan kuzey
cephesindeki Siuryanice kitabede; "Ben
Eftuha’yim, giinegin ogluyum, bu siitunlar
ile Gizerindeki heykeli Kral Mano'nun kizi

kralige Salmet igin yaptirdim." yazilidir. Kral .

Mano'nun M.S. 240-242 yillarinda hikiim
sirdugi dikkate alinirsa bu siitunlarin 812-
814 yillarindaki kalenin esas inga tarihinden
. &nce buraya birer anit olarak yaptinldiklan
ortaya gcikmaktadir.

Kale (izerinde Bizans ve lslami devirlere
ait cok sayida yapi kalintisi bulunmaktadir.
Hagh Kontlugu, Selcuklular, Eyyibiler,
Memiliikler, Akkoyunlular ve Osmanhlar dé-
nemlerinde gesitli onanmlar gegiren kalenin
kuzey, gliney ve dogdu cephelerindeki du-
varlarda gegitli onanm kitabeleri bulunmak-
tadr.

L9

Kentin etrafini gevreleyen surlarin gi-
nimizden 50 yil 6ncesine kadar tamami -
ayakta idi. Urfa sehir surlarindan Harran
Kapisi, Bey Kapisina ait Mahmutoglu Kule-
si, yer yer duvar ve bur¢ kalintilart gini-
mize kadar ulasabilmistir. M. S. 6. ylzyila
ait kaynaklarda gegin Urfa Surlarinin esas
insa tarihi bilinmemektedir.

Cesitli kaynaklardan sehir surlarinin bati-
da; Sakibin Kapisi, Su Kapisi, Batt Kapisi,
Kuzey batida; Samsat Kapisi, Saray Kapisi,
doguda; Beg Kapist, Su Kapisi ve giiney-
de; Harran Kapisi olmak iizere sekiz bliyik
kapisinin bulundugu anlagiimaktadir.

AYNZELIHA VE HALIL-OR ©
RAHMAN GOLLERI

Urfa sehir merkezinin giiney batisinda
yer alan ve lbrahim Peygamberin atege atil-
difinda digtigl yer olarak bilinen bu iki
gdl, kutsal baliklari ve gevrelerindeki tarihi
eserler ile Urta'nin en ¢ok ziyaretgi geken
yerleridir.

Halil-ir Rahman Gélinin kuzey ken-
arindaki Rizvaniye camii ile gliney-bati
kdgesindeki Halil-ir Rahman Camii ve Med-
resesi gole ayn bir glizellik vermektedir.

Ibrahim Peygamber, devrin zalim -hii-
kiimdar Nemrut ve halkinin taptigr putlarla
mucadele etmeye, onlan kirp pargamaya ve
tek tanr fikrini savunmaya baglayinca Nem-
rut tarafindan bugtinkii kalenin bulundugu
tepeden atese atilir. Bu sirada Allah ta-
rafindan atege «Ey ates, Ibrahim’e kargi se-
rin ve selamet ol» emri verilir. Bu emir
Uzerine ateg suya, odunlar baliga déniisur.
Hz. lbrahim bir giil bahgesinin igersine sag
olarak diiger. Hz. Ibrahim'in diistiigii-yer Ha-
lil-tr Rahman géliidir. Rivayete gére Nem-
rut'un kizi Zeliha'da Ibrahim'e inandigindan
kendisini onun pesinden atege atar. Zeli-
ha'nin digtuglu yerde de Aynzeliha golid
olugmustur,

Her iki goldeki baliklar halk tarafindan
kutsal kabul edilerek yenilmemekte ve ko-
runmaktadir.



IBRAHIM PEYGAMBER'IN

DOGDUGU MAGARA VE

MEVLID-l HALIL cAmll

Ibrahim Peygamber'in dogdugu maga-
ra, Halil-ur Rahman ve Aynzeliha géllerinin
100 m. dogusunda yer almaktadir: Mevlid-i
Halil camii avlusu icersine alinmigtrr. Hz. lb-
rahim bu magarada yedi yagina kadar kal-
migtir. Magaranin igersinde bulunan gifalt
suyun bir ¢cok hastaligi |y|Ie§t|rd|g|ne inanil-
maktadir.

Bu magaranin yanina Osmanh Déne-
minde Hz. lbrahim'in hatirasina Mevlid-i Hallil
adt verilen kiigik bir cami yapilmigtir. lbra--
him peygamberin makamini ziyaret etmeye
gelen binlerce kisiye bu camii kiglk gel-
meye baglamistir. Bunun yanina 1986 yilin-
da cifte minareli buyuk bir camii inga edil-
migtir.

EYYUB PEYGAMBER MAKAMI

VE KUYUSu

Eyyilb Peygamber'in hastalik ¢ektigi
magara ve kutsal suyunda ytkanarak sifa
" buldudu kuyu, Urfa gehir merkezinin Ey-
yilb Peygamber semtinde yer almaktadir.
Sabrin sembolli Eyyib Peygamber bu
magarada 7 yil siddetli bir hastalik gekmistir.

M. S. 460 yilinda Piskopos Nona tara-
findan Eyylb Peygamber kuyusunun ciiz-
zaml hastalar iyilegtirdiginin kegfedilme-
sinin izerine buraya bir clizzam hastanesi
yapilmig ve hastalar bu kuyunun suyu ile
yikattirilarak sadliklanina kavugmusglardir.

Hz. Isa'nin yiiziini silerek resmini gikar-
digt ve Urfa Kralina génderdigi mucizevi
mendili bir hirsiz tarafindan galinarak Eyyiib
Peygamber kuyusuna atiimistir. Bu olay,
1145 yilinda Urfalyi alan Islam komutant Ima-
deddin Zengi'ye Siiryani kilisesinin reisi
Basil Bar Sumana tarafindan su sekilde-an-
lattimigtir. "-Urfa'y: ziyarete gelenlerden biri-
si Hz. lsa'nin mendilini galar ve cebine ko-
yar. Kosmas manastirinda geceleyen ziya-
retginin cebindeki bu mendil karanlikta tgik
ve nur sagmaya baglar. Yanmaktan korkan
mendil hirsizt, mendili Eyyib Peygamber

kuyusuna atar. Kuyudan giines misali bir
1sik gikar, kuyunun igini digini aydinlatir.
Boylece mendil bulunarak kuyudan ¢ikarilir
ve manastirdaki yerine iade edilir.” Halk
arasinda bu olay Ulu Camideki iki kuyu igin
de anlatiimaktadir.

KARAKOYUN DERESI
K““\;

Karakoyun deresinin tarihdeki adi Dey-
san Irmagidir. Urfa'nin batisindan dogan,
sehir igersinden-gegerek Harran ovasinda
Cillap Irmagiyla birlesen bu dere gini-
mizde kurumus bir durumdadir.

Karakoyun Deresi Uzerinde batidan
baslamak (zere doguya dogru Hizmali
Kopri, Millet Kdpriist, Su Kemeri, Samsat
Kopriist (Eski Képra), Hact Kamil Kdprist,
Beg Kapisi Koprist (Kisas Képrisi) ve
Demir Képri bulunmaktadir.

HIZMALL. KOPRU
o —

Karakoyun Deresi {izerindeki képri-
lerin en guzellerindendir. Halk arasinda an-
latilan bir efsaneye gore Karakoyunlu Tiirk
Beyligi Hikiimdarlarindan birinin kizt Sa-
kine Sultan tarafindan Hac yolculugu sira-
sinda yaptirimigtir. Képriiniin orta ayaginin
dogu cephesindeki kitabede 1843 tarihin-
de tamir ettirildigi yazilidir. Sakine Sultan'in
mezari dere Uzerindeki su kemerinin ku-
zeyindedir.

KARAKOYUN SU KEMERI
Millet ¥ Kopriisii ile Samsat Koprisi ara-

.sindadir. Bizans imparatoru jlinstinyen ta-

rafindan 525 senesinde yaptirildigi tahmin
edilmektedir.

_YOL GOSTEREN GESMESI

U?farSehlr Merkezinin kuzeyinde, Gazi-
antep, Diyarbakir, Mardin yolu kavsagindaki
park igersindedir. I. Diinya savaginda Ga-
nakkale'de savasan Urfa'll askerlerin hati-
rasina 1917 yiinda yaptiriimigtir.

Abidenin Gzerinde Kafkas yolu, Ankara
yolu, Bagdat yolu ve gsehir merkezine gi-
den M. Kemal Paga caddesini gésteren ok
isaretleri bulunmaktadir. Abidenin alt kismt
dért cepheden gesme olarak kullamiimak-
tadir.



HARB-I UMUM! SEHITLERI
ABIDESI

Sehir Merkezinde, Hilkimet konag!
oniindeki kavsaktadir. I. Dinya Savaginin
biitiin cephelerinde savaga katilan Urfa'li
sehit ve gazilerin hatiralarina 1917 yilinda

yaptinlmigtir.
ELENEKSEL URFA EVLERI

Birer saray glizelligindeki Urfa evlerinin
bigimlenmelerinde ikliminin, kalker taginin,
istami, inantglarin, birlegik aile hayatinin,
yasaminin tamamtni evinde gegiren kadina
onun sikilmayacagi genis ve ferah bir ortam
yaratma diisiincesinin ve sosyal gelenekle-
rin bliylk dlglide etkisi vardir.

Urfa'nin sicak bir iklime sahip olmasi ev-
lerin aviuly, kiglik ve yazlk, eyvanl, odalann
kalin duvarh ve tonoz &rtilili toprak damli ya-
pilmasinda etken olmustur. Gevredeki dag-
lardan kesilen taslarin islemeye elverisli ol-
masi, mimaride hakim malzeme olarak tagin
kullanilmasina neden olmustur. Sehir mer-
kezinin giiney ve glineybatisindaki daglar-
da yiizlerce yildan beri igletilen antik tag
ocaklart ve bilylk magdaralar bulunmaktadir.

Islam inancinin topluma getirdigi aile
mahremiyetinin geregi olarak Urfa evleri ha-
remlik ve selamhik olmak Gizere iki bdlimli
inga edilmiglerdir. Ev halkinin oturdugu ha-
remlik bélimi kadin misafirlere, selamlik
. bélumi ise erkek misafirlere tahsis edil-
migtir.

Selamlik béliminde kigiik bir avlu, bir
veya iki oda, eyvan, konuklann atlarinin ba-
rinacad bilyiik bir ahir «Develik» ve tuvalet
bulunur.

Haremlik bolimi selamlik bélimiine
gdre oldukga zengin planlanmigtir, Genel-
likle haremlik avlusunun kuzey tarafinda,
cephesi glineye bakan ve kig aylarinda
giines alan kiglik eyvan ve iki yaninda «Kig
oturacagi» denilen birer oda, avlunun gi-
ney tarafinda ise bunun simetrisi durumun-
da cephesi kuzeye bakan ve yaz aylarinda
gines almayan yazlik eyvan ve iki yaninda
"Yaz oturacagi” odalar bulunur,
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Avluyu cevreleyen mekanlar arasinda
*Zerzembe" (Kiler), "tandirlik™ (mutfak) ve
hamam gibi bélimier bulunur. Hamamlarin
lig dort kurnali, kubbeli, minyatir sadirvani
bujunan sicakiik ve sogukiuk bélumld, kiil-
hanli oeanlarina rastlamak miimkindir.

Mekan genisligi ve tag siisleme agisin-
dan eyvanlara verilen dnem Urfa evlerinde
odalar dahil higbir kdseye verilmemigtir. Na-
dir de olsa bazi eyvanlara, bdlgedeki Artuk-
lu gelenegini sirdiiren sadirvanlar yapil-
mistir. [ki yani tag sekili eyvanlarin arka du-
varlarinda yer alan mihrap seklindeki nigle-
re damla baglantili havatandirma bacasi agil-
mig, bu bacalar dam {izerinde yer alan ve
namazgahlardaki mihrap tasini andirr riiz-
garliklarla nihayetlenmistir. Bu taglara gar-
pan kuzey ve bati riizgarlarinin bacadan ey-
vana inerek serinlik vermesi saglanmigtir.

Yilin 7 ay gibi biyik bir béliminiin si-
cak gegtigi Urfa'da, ev halki tarafindan giin
boyunca serin bir mekan olarak kullanilan
eyvanlar aynt zamanda ev planinin asil belir-
leyici 6gesi durumundadir, Eyvanin sayist
ve yeri dikkate alinarak Urfa evleri; ey-
vansiz, tek eyvanly, iki eyvanly, (i¢ eyvanli,
dort eyvanh plan tipilerine ayriimaktadir.

Geleneksel Urfa evlerinde "hayat" deni-
len aviunun énemli bir yeri vardir. Diizgiin
kesme tag doseli hayat'in ortasinda mermer
bir havuz, kuyu, "curun" denilen tas yalak,
icersinde incir, dut, nar, portakal, kebbat
(bir gesit turunggil), annep, zakkum, asma
gibi ajaglardan biri veya birkaginin yer aldigi
giceklik bulunur. Gigeklik ayni zamanda ¢6-
pe atilmasi giinah olan sofradaki ekmek ki-
nintilarinin silkelendigi yerdir. Avluyu gevre-
leyen duvarlarin dama yakin kisimlarina dik-
doértgen nigler seklinde yapilan kus evle-
rinde yagayan kuslar giceklikteki bu ekmek
kinntilanyla beslenirler.

(d(")Rl'JLMEYE DEGER ORNEK URFA -
| EVLERI:
)@ACl HAFIZLAR EVI
(Devlet Glizel Sanatlar Galerisi)
Kara meydan semtindedir. Postahane-



nin giineyine bitisik olan bu ev, haremlik ve
selamlik bélimli olup geleneksel Urfa ev-
lerinin birgok &zelligini Uzerinde toplamak-
tadir. 1888 yilinda inga edilen bu tarihi ev
Kultir Bakanlijinca restore edilerek "Dev-
let Glizel Sanatlar Galerisi” haline getirilmig-
tir.
AKIB'IN KOSKU

Halil-ir Rahman Goéliinin batisindaki
Halepli Bahgesi igersindedir. Bu tarihi kdgk
1845 yilinda yaptinimigtir. Sehir imar planin-
da Fuar Alani olarak belirtilen bahgeyle be-
raber Belediye tarafindan satin alinmigtir.

Bu kitabin yazarlarinin gayretleriyle Urfa
Belediyesi tarafindan 1985 yilinda restore
edilmistir. Bu kdgk "11 Nisan Fuar Midiir-
10gu" olarak kullaniimaktadir. Késkiin so-
gukluk, iklik ve sicaklik bdlimlerinden
meydana gelmis hamami ilgi gekicidir.

HAMAMLAR:

Urfa’da Osmanl déneminden kalma 8
hamam bulunmaktadir. Bunlar; Cincikli, Ve-
zir, Saban, Velibey, Eski Arasa, Serge ve
Sultan hamamlaridir. Eski Arasa hamami ha-
ri¢ diger hamamlar sabah saat 4.00-10.00
saatleri arasinda erkeklere, 63leden sonra
12.00-18.00 saatleri arasinda kadinlara hiz-
met vermektedirler.

Hasimiye meydani-Halil-ir Rahman Gé-
I0 yolu Gzerindeki Eski Arasa hamami kul-
laniimadigindan bos durumdadir. Yikilip
kaybolmak {izeredir. Diger hamamlar iger-
sinde en gorillmeye deder olam Ucuzluk
Pazart mevkiindeki Sultan Hamamidir. Bu
hamamin dodusuna bitigik olarak ayrica Ke-
ceciler Hamam bulunmaktadir. Kegeciler
Hamaminda kegeci ustalart taraflndan kege
pisirme isi yaptimaktadir.

HANLAR:

Urfa'da Osmanl déneminden kalma gok
sayidaki hanin en giizel drnekleri Gimrik
Hami, Haci Kamil Hami, Mengek Hani, Topgu
Hani, Bican Aga Ham, Millet Hant ve Ba-
rutgu Hanlandir.

GUOMROK HANI
Hasgimiye Meydani yakinindadir. Os-

manli Padigahi Kanuni Suftan Silleyman za-
maninda 1562 yilinda Behram Paga ta-
rafindan yaptirilmistir. Avlusundan Halil-or
Rahman suyu gegmektedir.’lki katl bu
hanin Ust katindaki odalarda terziler calig-
makta, avlusunda gayhaneler bulunmak-
tadir.

4. EL SANATLARI VE GARSILAR

.Ur¥a7n|n tarihi el sanatlari-ve Osmanll
déneminden kalma gargilan Giimrik Hani ci-
varinda yogunluk gostermektedir.

KEGECILIK

Kege, hali ve kilim gibi yere serilen bir
yaygi tirudir. Kege beyaz ve siyah renkte
koyun yiinlerinden yaptimaktadir. Gesitli
renklerde boyanmig yinden desenlerle
stislenmektedir. Urfa'nin en eski el sanat-
lanindandir. Kegeci Pazarinda ve Kegeciler
Haninda yapiimaktadir. Buralarda yapilan
ham keceler, daha sonra kegeci hamamina
gotlrilerek gdgusle dovillmek suretiyle
pisiriimekte ve son geklini almaktadir.

BAKIRCILIK

Esklden mutfak geregleri bakirdan idi.
Bu sanat dah giinimiizde kahve cezvesi,
tepsi, mangal, sirahi gibi turistik egyalara
ydnelmigtir.

Bakircilik sanati Hiiseyniye gar§||ar|nda
Kazanci Pazarinda ve Eski Arasa Hamami
yakinindaki sobaci pazarinda strdiiriimek-
tedir.

KUYUMCULUK
f"\\\ N

Yizik, bilezik, gerdanlik ve kipe gibi
altin ve gimils takilarin imal edildigi kuyum-
culuk sanati Urfa'da ¢ok eski bir tarihi geg-
mise sahiptir.

Bu sanatla ilgili iriinter Yildiz Meydant ci-
varindaki ve Pamukgu Pazarindaki kuyum-
cu dilkkanlanndan satin alinabilir.

__DOKUMACILIK

"Culha" denilen dokuma tezgahlarinda
dokunan, "Yamgah" ve "Pugu” denilen bag
drttileri dokumacilik sanatinin Urfa'daki en
yaygin {rlinleridir. Bu Uirnler Gimrik Hani
yakinindaki Bedestende (Kapali Carst)



satiimaktadir.
KUORKGULUK

Kuzu derisinden yapilan kiirkler ve ye-‘

lekler Kiirkglt Pazarinda imal edilerek satil-
makiadir.

EDESTEN (KAPALI GARSI)

Umrik Haninin giineyine bitisik, Os-
manl déneminden kalma tarihi bir gargidir.
Bu garsida mahalli kadin ve erkek giysileri,
yagmak, pusu gibi bag értiileri satiimaktadir.

SIPAHI PAZARI

Bedestenin batisina bitigik kapali bir ¢ar-
sidir. Bu gargida Hali, kilim, kege gibi yay-
gilar ile Kirk ve Heybe gibi el sanatlari
Grlnleri satiimaktadir.

%5- OREN YERLERI
Tarihi, paleplitik caga kadar uzunan Ur-

fa'nin gevresv/ge cok sayida oren yeri var-
dir. Aymi yél glzergahinda bulunan ve bir
glinlik turla gezilmesi mimkiin olan Har-
ran, Han-el Bagrur, Suayb Sehri, Sogmatar
Harabeleti ve Eyyiib Nebi Kéyl Urfa'daki

- &ren Yerlerinin en dnemlileridir.

HARRAN:

Urfa’min 44 km. Gineydogusundadir ve
yolu asfalttir. Her yil binlerce yerli ve yabanci
turist tarafindan ziyaret edilen tarihi Harran
‘Kenti, kendi adiyla anilan Harran Ovasi
merkezinde kurulmustur.

Tevrat'ta Haran olarak gegen yerin bu-
rasi oldugu séylenilir. Islam tarihgileri kentin
kurulusunu Nuh peygamberin'in torun-
larindan Kaynan'a veya Ibrahim Peygam-
berin kardesi Aran'a (Haran) baglarlar. 13.
ylzyil tarihgilerinden lbn Seddad, Hz.
Ibrahim'in Filistin'e gitmeden &nce bu se-
hirde oturdugunu yazmaktadir. Bu nedenle
Harran'a Hz. lbrahim'in kenti de denildigini,
Harran'da lbrahim Peygamberin evinin adini
taglyan bir mescidin, onun otu-rurken yas-
landigt bir tasin var oldugunu
sdylemektedir.

Harran tarihiyle ilgili.en dogru bilgiler ar-
keolojik kazilardan elde edilen buluntulara
dayanmaktadir. Harran adina ilk defa, Kiilte-

pe ve Mari'de bulunan M. O. II. bin baglarina
ait givi yazih tabletlerde "Har-ra-na" veya
"Ha-ra-na" geklinde rastlaniimaktadir. Ku-
zey Suriyede bulunan Ebla tabletlerinde
ise Harran'dan "Ha-ra-an" olarak bahsedil-
mektedir. M. O. IL. binin ortalarina ait Hitit
tabletlerinde, Hitit'lerle Mitanni'ler arasinda
yapilan bir anlagmaya Harran'daki, Ay Tanri-
sinin (Sin) ve Glnes Tanrisinin §ah|t tutut-
dugu belirtiimektedir,

Bu tarihi belgelerden anlagildigina go-
re, Harran adi 4.600 yildan beri degigme-
den giniimiize kadar gelmistir. Harran adi,
Simer'ce ve Akat'ca "Seyahat kervan" an-
lamina gelen "Haran-u" dan gelmektedir.
Bazt kaynaklar bu kelimenin kesisen yollar
veya gok siddetli sicak anlamina geldigini
de kaydetmektedirler.

Gergekten de Harran, Kuzey Mezopo-
tamya'dan gelerek bat ve kuzey batiya
baglanan dnemli ticaret yollarinin kesistigi
bir noktada bulunmaktadir. Bu 6zelliginden
dolayt Harran, Anadolu ile siki ticaret ilig-
kileri bulunan Asur'lu ticcarlarin’da énemli
ugrak yerlerinden biri idi. Anadolu'dan Me-
zopatamya'ya Mezopotamya'dan da Anad-
oluya olan ticaret binlerce yil Harran iizerin-
de yapilmigtir. Bu da zengin ve koklu bir
kiltar birikiminin olugmasina neden olmug-
tur.

Harran; Ay, Glines ve gezegenlerin
kutsal sayildig1 eski Mezopotamya putpe-
restliginin (Sabiizm) 6nemli merkezi olmasi
yéniyle de linlii idi. Bu nedenlerdirki Har-
ran'da Astronomi ilimi gok ilerlemistir.

Urfa'nin Hristiyanligin en dnemli mer-
kezlerinden biri haline gelmesine karsilik,
Asur, Babil ve Hitit devirlerinden beri Har-
ran'da sliregelen Sabiizm varligini M. S. XI.
ylzyila kadar siirdirebilmigtir. Bu nedenle
Hristiyanlar Harran'a Putperest sehri an-
lamina gelen "Hellenopolis™ adin1 vermigler-
dir. Dinyadaki (¢ bilylk felsefe ekoliinden
birisi "Harran ekoli" diir. Harranda birgok
biy{k .bilgin yetigmistir. Devrin en blyiik
Matematikgilerinden, Tabiplerinden ve Yu-
nan filozoflarinin eserlerini Arapgaya gevi-



renlerden 821 dogumlu sabit bin Kurra,
Diinyadan Ay'a olan uzakhigt dogru olarak
hesaplayan Battani (Avrupalilar Albetegni
veya Albatanius derler), Yunan filozoflarinin
maddenin bélinebilen en kiglk parga-
sinin (atom) pargalamamaz olduguna dair
iddialanini kabul etmeyen, oysa boélinmez
kabuledilen bu pargcanin miithig bir eneriji ile
pargalanarak Bagdat gibi bir sehri yikabile-
cegini sdyleyen ve bdylece Atom'un muci-
di sayilan Cabir bin Hayyan, Din bilgini Sey-
hiilislam lbni Teymiye Harran'daki okullarda
yetismis diinyaca tnld baz alimlerdir.

Emevi hikkimdarlarindan 1. Mervan,
Harran't devletin baskenti yapmigtir. Emevi-
lerin Asya bdlimd 750 yilinda Abbasilere
yenilerek Harranda sona ermistir. Abbasi
hitkimdart Harun Resit zamaninda kurulan
"Harran Universitesi” diinyada bilyiik bir iin
kazanmistir.

Fatimiler, Zengiler, Eyyiibiler ve Sel-
cuklular gibi Islam Devletlerinin yerlesme-
lerine sahne olan Harran, 1260 yili bag-
larinda Mogollar tarafindan isgal edildi.
1270 yiinda Mogollar buray1 ellerinde tuta-
mayacaklarini anlayinca Harran'in Camiini,
surlarini ve kalesini yikip yakarak kenti tahrip
ettiler. Bundan sonra Osmanlt diéneminde
dahi Harran eski parlak glnlerine bir daha
dénemedi.

Harran, Ciillab ve Deysan irmaklarinin
suladid) bir ovada kuzey Mezopotamyada
kurulmusltur. Harran ovasi bir ag gibi su ka-
nallar ile 6rilmis bir tarim sahasi idi. 1184
yilinda Harran'| ziyaret eden seyyah lbni
Culbeyr, burasinin gélgelik ve agaglk oldu-
gunu, gesitli meyve ve sebzelerin yetisdigi-
ni yazmaktadir. Uzun siiren bir kuraklik son-
ucunda da harap oldugunu stylemekte-
dir.

13. ylizyila ait seyahatnamelerde Har-
ran'da 4 medrese (Universite), bir Hasta-
hane, 1 dugkiinler yurdu ve 8 hamamin bu-
lundugundan séz edilmektedir.

Bugiin Cillab ve Deysan irmaklart kuru-
mus oldugundan, Harran sudan ve yesil-
den mahrum bir ovanin ortasinda 5000 yillik

tarihi ile ayakta durmaktadir. Tipik: evleri,
hoyug i, kalesi, sehir surlan ve gesitli mimari
kalintilari, geceleyin gok yuziinde piril pinl
yildizlart ile turistlerin blylk ilgisini gekmek-
tedir. Atatlrk Barajl ve Urfa Tunelleri vasi-
tasiyla Harran Ovasina akatilacak olan Firat
Nehri, Harran"l tarihteki yesil ve verimli glin-
lerine kavusgturacaktir.

HARRAN'N GORULMEYE DEGER
ESERLERL:
HARRAN EVLERI

Harran'in turistler tarafindan en gok ilgi
geken yani kiillah bigimindeki konik kub-
beli tipik evleridir. Harran denilince hemen
bu evler akla gelir. Harran evlerinin olugtur-
dugu ilging mimari dokuya dilnyanin hig bir
yerinde rastlaniimamaktadir. Harran hara-
belerindeki antik mimari kalintilardan topla-
nan tuglalarla kéylilertarafindan yapilan bu
evler, kare bir alanin Uizerini 6rten killah
bigi-minde bir kubbeden olugsmaktadir.
Yanyana gelen tek kubbeler i¢ kistmda ke-
merlerle birbirlerine baglanmig ve igeride
genis bir oturma mekani elde edilmistir.
Bélgenin iklimine uyumlu olan bu evler
yazin serin Kigin sicaktrr.

Harran'in bu evlerinde tavuklarin daha
¢ok yumurtladigi, at gibi bazi hayvanlann
daha uysal oldugu, kuru sodanlann daha
gabuk filizlendigi, yiyeceklerin bozulmadig
halk arasinda séylenmektedir.

SEHIR SURLARI

Harrant gevreleyen, yaklagik 4 km.
uzunluktaki gehir surlar bugiin gérilebilir
bir sekilde ayakta durmaktadir. 187 adet
burcu bulunan surlann; Batida Halep Kap!-
sl, kuzeyde Anadolu Kapist (Rum Kapisti),
doguda Aslanll Kapt, Musul Kapist ve Bag-
dat Kapisi, gineyde Rakka Kapisi olmak
Uizere toplam 6 kapist vardir. Bu kapilardan
Halep Kaptsi ayakta olup digerleri yikil-
migtir.

HARRAN KALESI
Kentin gineydogusunda yer alan Har-

ran Kalesi gehir surlarina bitisik ofarak inga
edilmistir. Gesitli donemlerde hikimdarlik



sarayi olarak kullanilan iig katlt kale yer yer
yikilmig bir durumdadir. 1059 yilinda lslam
Devletlerinden Fatimiler tarafindan restore
edilerek yenilenen Harran Kalesinin esas
inga tarihi bilinmemektedir.

HARRAN ULU cAmll

Harran H6yUgiinin kuzey dogu etegin-
de yer alan Ulu Cami, Emevi Hikiimdari Ii.
Mervan tarafindan 744-750 yillari arasinda
yaptiriimigtir. Bazi kaynaklarda "Cami-el Fir-
devs” (Cennet Camii) veya "Cuma Camii"
olarak da geger. Harran Ulu Camii Anado-
lu'nun en eski, en bilyik ve en zengin tag
siislemeli camii idi.

Mihraba parale! g situn sirastyla dért
sahina ayriimig olan caminin kubbesinin bu-
lunmadid, Gzerinin tamaminin ahgap gatiyla
ortold oldugu, bir yangin neticesinde bu
ortinin ¢oktugil arkeolojik kazilardan elde
edilen buluntulardan anlagiimigtir.

Bugiin caminin kitabeli dogu duvart,
kible duvari, mihrabi, cami ig mikanina giren
orta kemeri ve kare govdeli minaresi ayak-
tadir. Zengin tag siislemeli gok sayidaki sii-
tun baghgi ve kemer taglari gibi mimari par-

calar caminin kalintilart arasindadir.
SEYH HAYAT-EL HARRANI /g
TURBES! Vs

$eyh Hayat-el Harrani 12, yiizyilda ya-
samig islam ermis ve alimlerindendir. M. S.
1185 tarithinde Harran'da vefat edince tir-
besi 1195 tarihinde Harran surlarinin ku-
zeybat disansindaki mezarlija inga edilmis-
tir. Tirbe gok say:da yerli ziyaretgi gekmek-
tedir. Hz. Ibrahim'in babasi Azer (Tareh)'in
de buraya defnedildigi séylenmektedir.

HARRAN HOYUGD

Harran kentinin ortasinda yer alan hé-
yilkte, ilk arkeclojik aragtirmalara 1951 yilin-
da Tiirk-Ingiliz ortak galismalariyla baslanil-
migtir. O tarihten 1983 yilina kadar bu tarihi -
kent arkeologlarin-géziinden irak olmustur.

1983 yilinda arkeolog Dr. Nurettin
Yardimci bagkanligindaki bir heyetle arkeol-
ojik kazilara yeniden baglaniimigtir. Harran
Héyigiinde M. O. lll. binden M. S. 13.
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yizyila kadar gesitli buluntulara rastlanil-
migtir. Bu buluntularin igersinde en énemli-
si Babil Krali Nabonid dénemine ait olan givi
yazili keramik pargalaridir. Bu keramiklerde
Kral Nabonid'den ve Harran'daki Sin Mabe-
dinden bahsedilmektedir. Kazilar halen de-
vam etmekte clup bulunan eserler Urfa Mii-
zesinde teghir edilmektedir.

HAN-EL BA'RUR
KERVANSARAYI

e

Selcuklu dénemine ait olan bu kervan-
saray Harran 6ren yerinin 20 km dogusun-
daki Géktag kéylinde bulunmaktadir. Yolu
sose olup otomobil ve otobiisle gidilebilir.

Tamami 65X66 m.'lik bir alan lzerine
inga edilmistir. Kervansaray'in kuzey cep-
hesindeki portal kitabesinde 1128-1129
tarihinde El Hac Hilsameddin Ali Bey Imad
Bin Isa tarafindan yaptinldigi yazilidir,

Ticaret kervanlarinin konaklamasi igin
inga edilmis olan Han-el Barir klasik Sel-
cuklu kervansaraylari planindadir. Kervan-
saraya girig kuzey cephesindeki anitsal por-
taldan olmaktadir. Girig eyvaninin saginda
mescit, solunda muhafiz odasi bulunur. Ka-
re avlunun etrafi ahirlar, kiglik ve yazlik oda-
larla gevrilmigtir. Kuzey bati k0§esmde ise
hamam bulunmaktadir.

Dizgiin kesme taglardan bir kale go-
riminde inga edilmig olan bu tarihi yapi
giinimiizde harab bir durumdadir.

SUAYB SEHRI

Harran'a 45 km., Han-el Ba'rir Kervan-
sarayina 25 km. mesafede tarihi bir kent ka-
lintisidir. Yolu sosedir. Otomobil ve oto-
bisle gidilebilir. Buradaki ylzlerce kaya
mezar lizerine kesme taglardan yapilar inga
edilmigtir. Bu yapilarin bazt duvar ve temel
kalintilart glinimize kadar gelebilmistir. Ol-
dukga genig bir alana yayilan bu tarihi ken-
tin etrafi yer yer izleri gérilebilen surlarla
cevrilidir.

Suayb Sehri harabeleri arasindaki bir
magari ev, Suayb Peygamberin makami.
olarak ¢ok sayida ziyaretgi gekmektedir.
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gﬁMATAR

Harran‘a 60 km., Suayb Sehrine 15 km.
mesafededir. Yolu gosedir. Otomobil ve
otobusle gidilebilir. M. S. 1. ve II. ylizyilda is-
kan edilmistir. Sogmatar'da bir hdyik ve
bunun izerinde M. S. 1. yiizyila ait kalenin
duvar ve burg kalintilan ile kdy icersinde
tapinak kalintilar bulunmaktadir.

Koku Harran Sin killtine dayanan Sa-
biizmin ve bastanr Marilaha'nin kiilt merke-
zi oldugu bilinen Sogmatar éren yerinin en
dnemli kalintist bagtanrt ve mukaddes ge-
zegenlere ibadet edilerek kurban kesilen
aglk hava mabedidir. Kayadan oyma bu
mabedin duvarlarinda o dénemden kalma
yazilar ve gezegenleri tasvir eden insan
réliyefleri bulunmaktadir. Ayrica kalenin ba-
tisinda bulunan tepe Uzerindeki kayalara
tanrilan tasvir eden insan réliyefleri ve yazi-
lari iglenmistir.

Sogmatar'da Roma devrine ait gok sayl-
da kaya mezart bulunmaktadir. Ayrica ko-
yln kuzeybati kesimindeki tepeler.izerin-
de U¢ tane anitsal mezar bulunmaktadir.

EYYDB NEBI KOYD:

Sogmatar'dan Urfa-Mardin yoluna gikilir.
Virangehire 5 km. kala kuzeye sapilir. Bura-
dan 15 km. stablize yol ile Eyyiib Nebi
Kéyi'ne ulagilir. Burada Eyyiib Peygamber
Tiirbesi, Hanimi Hz. Rahime Tirbesi ve Hz.
Elyasa' Peygamber Tirrbesi bulunmaktadir.

kaynadi ve gdlciktir. Urfa'nin 50 km. gi-
neyinde, Harran'in 20 km. giiney batisinda,
Akgakale ilgesindedir. Yolu asfalttir. Yarisi
Tirkiye'de diger yans: Suriye'de kalmis
olun bu su kaynagt vaha gériinimiindedir.
Hz. Ibrahim ile Sare Haleb'e gegerken bu
konaklama yerinde evlenmiglerdir. Bu ne-
denle buraya Di§iin gézit anlaminda Ayn-
ellrus denilerek halk arasinda anlatilagel-
migtir. G6lin bir diger adi ise "Aynhaliliir-
rahman"” dir. Bu da Halil-ir Rahman kaynagt
ve gbzii demekdir.

_Qﬁ\MELIK KERVANSARAYI

Surug ilgesine bagl Aligér (Onbirnisan)
kéylnin kuzeyinden Bozovaya giden yo-
lun 10. km.'sinden batiya sapilir, 4 km. son-
ra Car Melik Kervansarayinin bulundugu
Gar Melik (Buyuk'Han) kdyiine ulagilir. Yo-
lun 14 km.'si stablize olup otomobille gidi-
lebilir.

Bu anitsal eser, Ticaret kervanlannin ko-
naklamasi igin Selguklular devrinde yapil-
migtir. Ancak kitabesi bulunamadigindan
kesin inga tarihi bilinmemektedir.

43. 80x36.30 m. Slglsinde bir avlu-
nun etrafini gevreleyen ahirlar, kiglik ve yaz-
lik odalardan meydana gelmistir. Kervansa-
raya girig, kuzey cephesinin ortasindaki ey-
vandan olmaktadir. Bu giris eyvani ve avlu-
nun etratini gevreleyen mekanlarin biyik
bir kismi bu giin yikiimig durumundadir.

_DEYR YAKUB
(YAKUB KILISESI)

Halk arasinda "Nemrut Tahti” olarak bili-
nir. Eyyllb Peygamber Makaminin gliney
batisindaki daglk boélgededir. Arag yolu
yoktur. Eyylib Peygamber Makamindan yi-
riyerek 45 dakikada gidilebilir.

Burada, eski bir putperest tapinagi, Ka-
ya Mezarlan, Sarniglar ve bir anit mezar var-
dir. M. O. 1. ylizyila ait bu anit mezarin tize-
rindeki kitabede; Abgar Manu oglu Aryo'
nun kars1 Amegsemes adina yaptirildig
yazilidir.

™ g— LOKANTALAR VE YEMEKLER

Lokantalar, Belediye, Binasi civarinda-
dir. Buradaki Simer lokantasi, Eyvan lokan-
tas1 ve Giftlik lokantasi tavsiye edilebilir. Bu
lokantalarda Urfa'nin 6zel yemeklerinden
Pathcanh kebap, Domatesli kebap, Kugbag
kebap, Sag kavurmasi, Lahmacun (Kiymali
ekmek) yenilebilir. Ayrica Urfa'ya ait zel bir
tath olan "Peynirli kadayif” gok giizeldir.

Urfa'ya ait 6zel kavrulmus ve tuzlu fistik
hediye olarak géturilebilir. Bu fistik, Sa-
rayénl semtindeki sekerci dikkanlarinda
satiimaktadir.
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I- THE HISTORY OF URFA

Research on the early history of Urfa
has been carried out at the surface and
also in a set of tumulusi to be inundated by
the reservoir behind Atatirk Dam. The
findings show that tihs history dates back
to the Paleolithic Age (500,000 - 8,000
B.C.) The same excavations have brought
to light many artifacts from the Neolithic
(7250 - 5500), Chalcolithic (5500 - 3200)
and Bronze (3200 - 1800) Ages (ali dates
B.C.)

Undocumented claims wvould put the
founding of the city at the time of the
prophet Idris or, afterthe Flood, at the time
of Noah.

The Urfa region at various periods was
under the rule of the Sumerians, Akkadi-
ans and Hittites; the Babylonians and Chal-
deans; the Hurrian and Mitannians; the Ar-
ameans and Assyrians; and the Medes and
Persians. it is thought that it is Urfa which is
referred to in Hittite documents as Ursu,
and by the Assyrians as Ruhua. Certainly
the city has kndvwn many names: Ur, Chal-
dean Ur, Harran Ur, Orhei, Orhay, Vurhai,
Edessa (under Rome), Diyar Mudar, Ruha,
Reha and of course Urfa. Recently it was
renamed afurthertime as Sanlurfa.

Alexander became ruler of Urfa during
his eastern campaign in 332 B.C., starting
a period in the city's history that vwould end
with the Osroane Kingdom in 132 B.C.
This kingdom lasted until around A.D. 250,
and is of great importance from a Christian
vievvpoint. The Osroane king Abgar Uko-
mo (Black Abgar) was among the first kings
to be officially converted to the new relig-
ion, and in fact corresponded with Jesus
and invited him to come to his kingdom to
spread the faith. Jesus thereupon sent to
the king a handkerchief which, after he had
wiper himself with it, miraculously bore the
image of his face. He also sent a letter
blessing the city, for wvhich reason Urfa
even today is knovvn to Christians as "the
Blessed City." Many believe that the hand-

The Osroane King Abgar Ukomo

kerchief is sacred and that it shielded Urfa
from her enemies for long years. in A.D.
944 loannes Kurkuas, commander of the
Byzantine armies of the east, marched on
Urfa, gained possession of the handker-
chief, and carried it back with great ceremo-
ny to Constantinople.

As it had been converted to Ghristianity
during that religion's earliest years, so Urfa
took to islam very early, in A.D. 639. The
city knew a number of pilitical and religious
movements until it was besieged by the
Seljuk Sultan Alparslan in 1071. Then in
1098 the Crusaders made it a county. in
1144 Imadeddin Zangi gained rule of Urfa,
as did Selahaddin Eyyubi in 1182.
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After being sacked by the Mongols in
1240 and 1250, the Urfa region was utterly
devastated by the armies of Hulagi Khan
in 1260.

In 1404 the city came under the rule of
the White Sheep Turks, and in 1514 of the
Safevid Dynasty. in 1517 it became part of
the Ottoman Empire.

This was to be a lasting rule: only on
March 24, 1919 was it disturbed by the oc-
cupation of the British, which was super-
ceded on October 30th of the same year
by the occupation of the French. The re-
sistance against this ended in victory for
the people of the city, on April 11,1920.

II- WHY THE CITY OF PROPHETS?
ABRAHAM

Nimrod dreamed that he vwould lose his
kingdom. Priests interpreting this dream
told him it meant a child vould be born that
year who wvould put an end to idolatry and
abolish the kingdom; vvhereupon Nimrod
ordered ali children born in that year to be
put to death, and also the children who
were stili in their mothers' vwombs. Nuna at
that time vyas carrying Abraham, but she
kept her pregnancy secret and”ave birth
in-a hidden cave, where Abraham lived un-
til he was seven years Old, at which time he
came dowvn to his father's house. When he
was growwn he determined to vvage battle
against Nimrod and the idolatry of the pe-
ople. He broUght the message that there
was only one God, and that the idols were
not to be vvorshipped.

Nimrod commanded that Abraham be
taken, and from the hill vwhere the Urfa cita-
del now stands had him hurled by catapult
into a bonfire. Then God spoke, saying,
"Oh fire, be cool and nurturing for Abra-
ham." And the fire became wvater, the burn-
ing logs fish, so that Abraham fell un-
harmed into a pleasant rose garden.

People from ali éver the vvorld now
come to visit the two lakes at this spot, Ha-
lil-ir Rahman and Aynzeliha, in vwhich swim
sacred fish. The cave vwhere Abraham was
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born, now within the Mevlid-i Halil Mosque,
also receives visitors.

JOB

Job lived peacefully in Urfa, but God
wvished to test his devotion and visited him
with disasters. His lands, his goocfs and his
children wvere ali taken from him, and then
God afflicted him with terrible disease so
that he lay in a cave covered by crawvling
wvorms. Despite ali of this suffering, Job re-
mained faithful to God, continuing to wvor-
ship Him and to give thanks. And indeed
God ultimately relented and returned to
him his health, his land and his goods.
Thus the name of Job has come dowvn to
our day as a symbol of patience.

The cave wvhere Job lay ili and the wvell
containing the vvater that he vvashed in to
find a cure are in Urfa's district of Eyyub
Peygamber (The' Prophet Job).

The tomb of Job is in the village of
Eyylp Nebi 20 kilometers from the county
seat (ilge) of Viransehir not far from Urfa.
This single village has the tombs of three
prophets: that of Job, that of his wife Ra-
hime, and that of Elija.

Mousoleum of Rahime



Mousoleum of Prophet Eyyub

A time came when Elija wished to visit
Job. After many years of searching he
drew near Job's village wvithoit realizing it.
Mcusoleum of Prophet Elija The Satan appeared to him a said that the
man he sought was far away. By this time
Elija was an old man. He prayed, ad God
took his soul. Thus with tess than a mile to
go he died vvithout having seen Job, and
he was buried on that spot. The place of
his burial can be visited today.

SUAYB (JETHRO)

Belief has it that the prophet Suayb
lived in the historical city of Suayb, 85 ki-
lometers east of Urfa. in the ruins of this
city there is a cave home visited as the
place of Suayb’s dvvelling. (See underthe
City of Suayb)



NOAH

it is believed that after the Flood Noah's
ark landed on Mount Cudi between Urfa
and Ceylanpinar (Res'ulayn). Indeed, the
mountain has an unusual surface reminis-
cent of waves, and the people of the re-
gion are firm in t heir belief on this subject.
The spot is in the vicinity of Sogmatar and
Suayb.

MOSES

in the historical city of Sogmatar, today
knowvn as the village of Yagmurlu, one may
visit the well of Moses and a spot known as
the mark of his rod.

LOT

Lot was the son of Abraham's brother
Harran. He moved away from his homeland
together with Abraham, and was sent as a
prophet to Sodom.

Stone reliefin Urfa Museum (Assyrian Period)
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Stele of Nabonid in Urfa Museum
(Bablonian Period)

- SIGHTSEEING IN URFA
THE URFA MUSEUM ~

This museum is in the Sehitlik district of
tovwn. On its ground floor at the entrance
are displayed stone artifacts from the ages
of Assyria, Babylon and the Hittites. Per-
haps the most interesting is a stele found
in Harran and dated as belonging to the
period of the Babylonian King Nabonid. it
shovvs Nimrod praying to the sun, moon
and stars.

in the second and third halis one may
see blades, stone idols, and vessels from
the Neolithic (7250-5500 B.C.); fired ce-
ramics, seals, pithoses and necklaces from
the Chalcolithic; and a wvhole range of arti-
facts from the Old Bronze Age (3200-1800
B.C.); including fired clay statuettes of ani-
mals, metal objects, jevvelry, and idols.

The upper floor is devoted to the eth-
.ography of the region. Here there are
costumes, silver and bronze jevvelery, han-
dicrafts, ornate doors and window shutters
from Urfa homes, wvorks of calligraphy,
handvvritten copies of the Koran, and glass
ware.



THE ULU (GREAT) MOSQUE \ Ulu (Grand) Mosque

This is one of the oldest mosques in
the city of Urfa. Records indicate that it yvas
built to replace a church, itself an ancient
synagogue taken oOver by the Christian
faith in the 5th century. Officially designat-
ed as St. Stephen's, it was knovvn as The
Red Church because of its many red mar-
ble columns. Stili standing are the wvalls of
the church courtyard, several columns and
capitals, and an octagonal belltovver now in
use as a minaret.

Because the usual inscription panel is
lacking we do not konw exactly when or by
whom the mosque was built. Those panels
which are present give only the dates of
restoration and repair. We may, however,
speculate that it was built betvwveen 1170
and 1175 during the time of the Zangids,
for in plan it resembles the Ulu Mosque in
Aleppo, remodeled by Nuretten Zangi.

HASAN PADISHAN MOSCtUE”

This mosque is of the type having se-
veral equal-sized domes. it was built in the
latter 15th century by Sultan Uzun (Tali) Domes ofHagan Padishah Mosque
Hasan of the White Sheep Turks, to stand
adjacent and west of the Toktemur Masjit.

The Minaret of Grand Mosque

The three domes are ranged along the
wall facing Mecca and joined by squinches
to cover a mosque having a rectangular
pian. At the ¢enter the domes rest on four
pillars, at the west and east on pilasters,
and on the north and south are supported
by the wvalls themselves.
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The place of congregation is covered
by eight cross vaults resting at the front on
pillars. The easternmost section puts one
immediately before the Tokternur Masijit.
The polygonal minaret at the north of the
courtyard has a single balcony and was
restored in 1859 by Halil Bey.

RIZVANIYE MOSQUEI-

This mosque, along the northern shore
of Lake Halil-ir Rahman, was built in 1716
by the Ottoman Governor to Rakka, Rizvan
Ahmet Pasha. Three sides of the courtyard
are defined by the rooms of a madrashah
(theological college).
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This mosque too has a rectangular
plan, and is covered by three domes
ranged along the wall containing the mih-
rab or niche showving the direction of Mec-
ca. The place of congregation, in three
sections, is covered by three domes
flanked on the east and west by half-
domes.

Rizvaniye Mosque



HALIL-UR RAHMAN MOSQUE->

Situated at the southwesterri corner of
the lake bearing the same name, this
mosque is a complex including a madra-
shah, cemetery, and the place where Abra-
ham fell when cast into the fire.

An inscription panel, on the square
minaret at the southeast corner, telis us
that the mosque was built in 1211 at the
command of Melik Esref Muzeffereddin of
the Eyyibis. in ali likelihood it was erected
on the site of the Byzantine Church of
Mary, although some vvould claim for it an
older date, saying that it was built in the
time of the Cailiph Me'mun on the spot
wvwhere Abraham lived.

Halil-ar
Rahman

Mosque

Rizvaniye Mosque by night



Eyyubi Madrashah

THE EYYUBI MADRASHAH

(THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE)

AND THE FOUNTAIN OF

FIRUZ BEY

Ali that is left of the Eyyubi Madrashah,
which was east of and adjacent to the Ulu

Firuz Bey Fountain

Mosque, is an inscription panel setting the
date of construction at 1191. The madra-
shah wvhich stands on the spot today was
built in 1781 by Nakibzade Hadji ibrahim
Efendi. it has a single exedra, on the east
end of which is a vaulted, and on the west
end a domed chamber. The the wvvest of
the latter is another chamber vvhich was in
al likelihood the madrashah library.

On the south wall of the madrashah is a
fountain built at the behest of Firuz Bey in
1781.

Eyyubi Madrashah



THE URFA CITADEL AND
DEFENSIVE VVALLS t

Thsse are on a hill south of Lakes Halil-
Ur Rahman and Aynzeliha, in the south-
vvestern quarter of the city. The citadel is
surrounded on three sides by a moat
carved out of rock, while the northern side
is a steep rock face. This is the hill from
wvhich Nimrod had Abraham cast into the
flames.

it is speculated that the citadel was con-
structed in the years 812-814, when the
citadel vvalls vwere being rebuilt. Cut stone
tombs teli us that the Southern moat was
built 6ver stone tombs from the 3rd centu-
ry A.D.

There are two corinthian columns in the
citadel, the easternmost of vwhich bears on
its northern face an inscriptian in the Syriac
language: "I am Eftuha, son of the sun; |
had the statue on these columns carved
for Queen Shalmet the daughter of King
Mano." Since King Mano reigned from 240
to 242 A.D., it vwould seem that these col-
umns were erected long before the build-
ing of the citadel in 812-814.

There are a number of Byzantine and
Islamic structures in the citadel, ad inscrip-
tion panels on the northern, Southern and
eastern wvalls recounting the various re-
pairs undergone in the times of the Cru-
saders, the Seljuks, the Eyyibis, the
Mamelukes, the White Sheep Turks and
the Ottomans.

The defensive wvalls surrounding the
city vvere intact until about 50 years ago.
The Harran Gate, the Mahmutoglu Tovver
by the Bey Gate, and several sections of
the wvalls are stili standing, along with the
remains of certain wvatchtowvers. it is not
knovvn vvhen these wvalls vvere put up, al-
though there is mention of them in records
dati.ig from the 6th century A.D.

Study of various sources indicates that
there vvere six main gates to the city: the
Sakibin, Su (Water) and Bati (Western)
gates on the vvest; the Samsat and Saray

Lake Halil-ir Rahman

(Palace) gates on the northvvest; The Beg
(Bey) and Su gates on the east; and the
Harran gate on the south.

LAKES AYNZELIHA AND
HALIL-UR RAHMAN/

These two lakes to the southvvest of
the city, knovvn as the spot where Abraham
fell when he was cast into the flames, are
visited by more people that any other place
in the Urfa vicinity, thanks to their story,
their sacred fish, and the historical monu-
ments and relics that surround them.

Part of the appeal of Lake Halil-ur Rah-
man are its twwo mosques, Rizvaniye Mos-
que along its northern edge and Halil-tr
Rahman Mosque at its southvvestern cor-
ner, the latter including a madrashan (theo-
logical college).

it is told how Abraham, preaching
against the oppressive rule of the time and
against the idolotry then practiced - he
taught that there was one god -, drew
upon himself the wvrath of King Nimrod,

21






who com manded him to be east into the
flames from the hill where the citadel now
stands. As Abraham fell God spoke, saying
"O fire, be cool and nurturing for Abra-
ham;” vwhereupon the fire turned to vvater
and the burning logs to fish, and the
prophet came down unharmed in a rose
garden. They also say that Nimrod's
daughter Zeliha, believing in the new
creed of Abraham, east herself after him
into the fire. The spot where she fell is now
Lake Aynzeliha.

A View of the Citadel from the Lake Aynzeliha

The fish in both lakes are considered
sacred by the local people, and are pro-
teeted. Of course they are never eaten.

THE CAVE OF ABRAHAM'S
BIRTH AND THE MEVLID-I
HALIL MOSOUE

The cave of Abraham's birth is just 100

The healing waters and the cave vvhere Prophet
Abraham was born

The e trance cave vvhere Prophet Abraham
was born

courtyard of the Mevlid-i Halil Mosque. in
this cave Abraham stayed until he was sev-
en years of age. A spring wvells up here
with vvater thought to be helpful in curing a
number of diseases.

During the Ottoman period a small
mosque was built beside this cave in mem-
ory of the prophet Abraham. it was given
the name Mevlid-i Halil. Because it is so
small, it began to prove inadequate to the
thousands of visitors, so that in 1986 a
larger mosqiii> was ereeted beside it.

Mevlid-i Halil Mosque



4 THE PLACE AND WELL OF JOB

The cave wvhere Job suffered, and the
well in vwwhose holy waters he vvashed and
was cured, are in the Eyyub Peygamber
(The Prophet Job) quarter ot Urfa. Job, the
symbol of patience, suffered the severest
illness in this cave for seven years.

in A.D. 460 the bishop Nona discov-
ered that the vvater of Job's well had a cura-
tive effect on leprosy. A hospital for lepers
was built here and the patients treated
solely by washing in this water.

There was a handkerchief which mirac-
ulously received the impression of Jesus'
face when he wiped himself with it. This Je-
sus sent to the King of Urfa, but it was sto-
len by a thief and throvvn into the well of
Job. The incident was recounted as fol-
lows by the head of the Syriac Church, Ba-
sil Bar Shumana, to the Islamic general Ima-
deddin Zangi when the latter took Urfa in
1145: "A visitor to Urfa stole Jesus' hand-
kerchief and put it in his pocket. That night
in the Kosmas monastery the handkerchief
in the visitor's pocket began to give off
light and radiance. Afraid of being burnt,
the thief threvv the kerchief into the well of
Job, out of which then began to pour a

The well of Prophet Job

light like that of the sun. Thus the kerchief
was found and restored to its proper place
in the monastery." The same story is told
locally of the two wvells in the Ulu Mosque.

The
cave
vvhere
Prophet
Job
Stayed
during
his

illness



KARAKOYUN STREAM

This stream, which is now dried up,
used to be called the Deysan River. It
flowed out of the west of Urfa through the
city, and joined up with the Cullap River in
the plain of Harran.

There are a number of bridges 6ver this
streambed. Starting from the west we en-
counter the Hizmali Bridge, the Millet
Bridge, The Aqueduct, the Samsat Bridge
(also knovvn as the Eski or Old Bridge). the
Hadji Kamil Bridge, the Bridge of the Bey
Gate (also knowvn as the Kisas Bridge) and
the Demir or Iron Bridge.

THE HIZMALI BRIDGE

This is one of the loveliest bridges 6ver
the Karakoyun. A popular legend has it
that this bridge was constructed by Sakine
Sultan, daughter of a Black Sheep Turk rul-
er (Kara = Black, Koyun = Sheep), while
she was on a pilgrimage to Mecca. An in-
scription panel on the eastern face of the
central pillar telis us that the bridge was re-
paired in 1843. The grave of Sakine Sultan
is north of the aqueduct that crosses the
streambed.

THE KARAKOYUN AOUEDUCT
This aqueduct lies betvveen the Millet
and Samsat Bridges. it was probably built at

the behest of the Byzantine emperor Jus-
tinian in the year A.D. 525.

Karakoyun Aqueduct

Hizmal Bridge
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THE ROADMARK FOUNTAIN
r (YOLGOSTEREN GCESMESI)

This fountain is north of the city of Urfa
in a park at the junction of the highvvay to
Gaziantep, Diyarbakir and Mardin. it was
built in 1917 in memory of the men of Urfa
who fought at Gallipoli (WW1).

The upper part of the monument has
arrows showving the highvvays that lead to
the Caucasus, to Ankara, and to Baghdad,
and one for Mustafa Kemal Pasha Avenue
that leads to the heart of tovn. The lovver
part comprises fountains on four sides.

MONUMENT TO THE CITIZENS
OF URA KILLED iN ww1

This monuments is dovvntovvn, in front
of the Government Building. it was erected
in 1917 in memory of ali citizens of Urfa
who fought in WW1.

The monument symbolizing the World
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The Roadmark fountain
V fRADMONAL URFA HOUSES

These homes are palatial, and in their
desigri reflect many influences and consid-
erations. There is the climate, the use of
calcareous stone, Islamic beliefs, a close-
knit family life, and perhaps above ali the
fact that a vwvoman’s whole life was spent at
home, wvhich therefore had to be spacious
and eminently livable.

The hot Urfa climate led to the building
of courtyards, a vvinter and summer exedra,
thick wvalls for the rooms and a vaulted roof-
top covered with earth. The nearby moun-
tains yielded stone that was easily vvorked,
and so became a staple architectural mate-
rial. in the mountains south and southvvest
of the city there are quarries and great
caves that have been a source of stone for
centuries on end.

The Islamic concept of privacy means
that homes are constructed in two sec-
tions, one caled the selamlik for male visi-
tors and the other caled the haremlik for fe-
male visitors. it is in the latter section that
the household lives.



Yorganci Street

The selamlik has a small courtyard, one
or two rooms, an exedra, a large stable for
the horses of guests, and atoilet.

The haremlik is built on a more gener-
ous plan. There is usually an exedra to the
north of the haremlik courtyard, facing
south so that it receives the winter sun-
shine and having a winter room on either
side. On the south side of the courtyard
there will be another exedra, this one fac-
ing north so as to be cool in the summer-
time. it has a summer room on either side.

The larder, kitchen and bath are
grouped around the courtyard. One finds
hamams or baths having as many as four
marble basins, ad some with domes or a
fountain for ablutions.

But in the homes of Urfa it is the exedra
that has pride of place. Not only are they
given the most space, but the ornamental
stone work is most striking here, and
sometimes one finds the ablutive fountain
of the local Artuklu tradition. There are
stone benches ranged along two sides,
and a highly interesting touch is the air
chimney at the rear end. it is connected to

Yorganci Street

At Pazari Street
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a kind of funnel on the roof, reminiscent of
the stone niches vvhich show the direction
of Mecca in places of prayer, and dravvs
down cooi air in the summertime when this
funnel is struck by the north or vvest wind.

We must rememberthat seven months
out of the year in Urfa are hot. Thus the ex-
edra is the Central element of the floor plan
in the traditional home, as it provides the
coolest spot, and it is by the number of its
exedras that an Urfa home is knovvn. There
are even some homes with none, but oth-
ers have as many as four.

The courtyard, knowvn in Urfa as the
"hayat" meaning "life," also is of great im-
portance in these homes. The surface is of
smooth stone, wvhile in the ¢genter will be a
small pool, a well, and a stone trough.
There may be one or a variety of trees,
vvhether fig, mulberry, pomegranate, or-
ange or other citrus, oleander or avine. As
it is considered a sin to throvv out bread in
any form, it is here that crumbs are scat-
tered, much to the delight of the birds
which hive in special rectangular niches in
the wvalls around the courtyard, just below
the roof.
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Zincirli Street

Haci Bekir Pabugcu's House



iif/ u-  1me L



ESPECIALLY NOTEVVORTHY
HOUSES OF URFA
THE HOUSE OF HADJI

X HAFIZLAR (STATE GALLERY
OF FINE ARTS)

This house is in the Kara Meydan quar-
ter of the city, just south of the post office.
Divided into haremlik and selamlik sections
(see above), it is in many ways typical of old
Urfa homes. Built in 1888, this house has
been restored ad made into the State Gal-
lery of Fine Arts.

A~ THE MANSION OF SAKIB

This mansion stands within the Halepli
Gardens wvest of Lake Halil-ir Rahman. it
was built in 1845, and was bought by the
municipality together with the gardens
when the latter vere designated as city fair
grounds.

The mansion was restored by the Urfa
Municipality in 1985 at the insistence of
the authors of the present book, and is
now used as the offices of the April 11th
Fair Grounds. The hamam or bath is inter-
esting, being made up of three sections -
for hot, tepid and cocl air.

Sakib's Mansion

Hadji Hafizlar House

Hadjj Hafe/ar House



Felt-Maker's Bath

PUBLIC BATHS f

In Urfa there are eight public baths
(hamams) left from Ottoman times. Their
names are the Cincikli, Vezir, Saban, Veli-
bey, Eski Arasa, Serce and Sultan Baths.
Ali but the Eski Arasa are open to the pub-
lic, from 4:00 A.M. to 10:00 A.M. for men
and from 12 noon to 6:00 P.M. for vwomen.

The Eski Arasa Bath, on the road from
Hasmiye Placeto Lake Halil-ir Rahman, is
in disuse and great disrepair. Of the oth-
ers, the most interesting is the Sultan bath
in the Ucuzluk pazari(Bargain Market) dis-
trict. Adjacent to this bath on the east is the
Kececiler Hamami (Feltmakers' Bath)
where felt is actually boiled up for manufac-
ture. -\j_

The Old Arasa Bath
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HANS (CARAVANSERAIS) +

Of the many Ottoman caravanserais in
Urfa, the best are the Gumrik Han (Cus-
tomshouse Caravanserai), the Haci Kamil
Han, the Mengek Han, The Topgu Han, the
Bican AJa Han, the Millet Han and the Ba-
rutgcu Han.

The Customshouse Caravanserai

V- HANDICRAFTS AND BAZAARS

Most of the handicrafts and Ottoman
bazaars are grouped around the Gumriuk
Han (Customshouse Caravanserai).

FELTMAKERS \

Felt in Turkey is used to make a carpet-
like spread for the floor. it is made from
white and black sheep's wool dyed in vari-
ous colors. Feltmaking is one of the oldest
handicrafts in Urfa. The raw felt is taken to
the feltmakers' bath to be boiled up and
pounded to reach its final consistency and
from.
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The
Barutgu
Caravariserai

m THE GUMRUK HAN (CUSTOM-
SHOUSE CARAVANSERAI)

This han or caravanserai is near
Hasimiye Place, and wvas built in 1562 by
Behram Pasha in the time of Suleiman the
Magnificent. The Halil-ir Rahman Stream
runs through its courtyard. On the second
story there are tailors’ and dressmakers’
shops, while in the courtyard there are a
number of teahouses.

,Making cf the felt mats



Examples
of
Sanliurfa
handicraft

i- COPPERWARE

Although in earlier times ali cooking
ware was made of copper, today it is found
mainly in handled pots for Turkish coffee,
trays, braziers, pitchers and other touristic
ware.

The making of copper ware goes on in
the Hiseyniye bazaars, the Kazanci Mar-
ket, and in the sobaci (stovemakers') ba-
zaar near the Eski Arasa Hamam (Bath).

Copper smith in HiseyniyeBazaar

The Hiseyniye Bazaar The Hiseyniye Bazaar
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+ JEWELRY Examples of Gold - Women Ornaments

The making of such jevvelry as rings,
bracelets, necklaces and earrings in gold
and silver has an ancient history in Urfa. To-
day it is for sale in shops around Yildiz
Place and in the Kinaci (Cotton Goods) Ba-
zaar.

WEAVING

Among the most prominent vvoven
goods in Urfa are the head scarves knowwn
as "yamsah" and "pusu,” made on a local
type of loom caled the "gulha." The are
sold in the Bazaar near the Gumrik Han
(Customshouse Caravanserai).

V/omen Ornaments - head dress

Young girls in traditional dresses

Yamsah (The head scarves) The Weaverin the district of Boya hane
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SHEEPSKINS

Sheepskin vests and other goods are
manufactured and sold in the Kirkgi
(Sheepskin) Market.

A furrier

Fur Coat

The Covered Bazaar (Bedesten)

THE COVERED BAZAAR

This historical Ottoman bazaar is next to
the Gumrik Han (Customshouse Caravan-
serai) on the south. Here local costumes
for both men and vvomen are for sale, as
are various cloths, kerchiefs and scarves.

A Carpet shop in Covered Bazaar
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Carpet Shops in Sipahi Bazaar
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THE HISTORICAL BAZAARS IN URFA

1- Customshouse Caravanseria, 2- Sipahi Bazaar. 3- Covered Bazaar. 4- Pamukgu
Bazaar. 5- Hadji Kamil Caravanserai. 6- Mencek caravanserai. 7- Hiiseyniye Bazaar.
8- Barutgu caravanserai. -
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10.
11.
12.
13.

14.

15.

16.
19.

20.
21.
22.

23.

24.

25.

Mustafa Kemal Pasa Memorial Fountain
Petrol Station
Petrol Station

Turkish Airlines Office and General salas
agency (THY)

. Goverment Building
. Memorial Monument of 1st World War

Cemetery

. Directorate of Culture and Tourism

Archaeological Museum

. State Hospital

Hizmali Bridge

Ali Saib Bey Bridge
Karakoyun aquaeduct
Mayor's Office (City Hail)
Harran Hotel

Circis Peygamber Mosque (Ancient church
of St. Sergius)

Garages (motor car repair facilities)
Hotel Kapakli

Vezir Bath

Yusuf Pasa Mosque

Post Office

Fine Arts Gallery

Firfirh Mosque (Ancient Church of the
Twelve Apostles)

Huseyin Pasa Mosque

26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.

33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43,
44.
45.
46.
47.
48.

49

Grand Mosque

Eyyubi Theological School

Police

Nimetullah Mosque

City Wall from the Bey Gate (towers)
Eski Arasa Bath

Selahattin Eyyubi Mosque (Ancient Church
of St. John)

Sipahi Bazaar - Pamuk¢u Bazaar
Gumrik Hane

Pazar Mosque

Hiseyniye Bazaar

Bedesten (Covered Bazaar)
Haci Kamil Hane

Kececi (Felt) Bazaar

Hasan Padisah Mosque
Rizvaniye Mosque

Halil-uir Rahman Mosque
Halil-ir Rahman and Aynzeliha pools
Castle

Abraham's birthplace
Hizanoglu Mosque

Cakeri Mosque

Harran Gate

. The cave of prophet Eyyiib (Hiob)
50.

Koran Hotel



Coniform domes of Harran's dwellings

V- ANCIENT RUINS

in the vicinity of Urfa, where history
goes back to the Paleolithic Age, there are
many ancient ruins. it happens that the
most important sites ali lie along the same
route, and can be visited in a single day's
tour. These are Harran, Han-el Bagrur, the
city of Suayb, the ruins of Sogmatar, and
the village of Eyylib Nebi.

HARRAN:

Harran is 44 kilometers southeast of
Urfa along a well-paved road. The city of
Harran, vvhich receives thousands of visi-
tors each year, is in the middle of the Har-
ran Plain.

it is said that the place mentioned as
Haran in the Old Testament is identical with
Harran. Islamic historians connect the
founding of the city with either Kaynan the
grandson of Noah, or with Abraham's
brother Aron, vwhose name would be ho-
monymous with that of the city. The 13th-
century historian Ibn Sheddad vvrote that
before journeying to Palestine Abraham
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dvvelled in Harran. He says that for this rea-
son it is known as the city of Abraham, that
there is a masijid called the house of Abra-
ham, and a stone sitting upon vvhich he
waxed into old age.

The most accurate data regarding Har-
ran's history are of course obtained
through archaeological excavation. The
name Harran is first encountered on cunei-
form tablets from Kultepe and Mari dating
from the early 2nd millenium B.C., where
the city is referred to as "Har-ra-na" or "Ha-
ra-na." The Ebla tablets found in Northern
Syria, on the other hand, give us the pro-
nunciation "Ha-ra-an." Then in the mid-2nd
millenium, Hittite tablets contain a treaty
made betvveen that kingdom and the Mi-
tanni, in wvhich the Moon God (Sin) and
Sun God of Harran are called to vvitness.

This historical evidence indicates that
the name Harran has remain unchanged
dowvn to our day since at least 4,000 years
ago. The name comes from Sumerian and
Akkadian "Haran-u", meaning "journey" or
"caravan.” Some wvould have the name
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mean "crossroads” or even "broiling heat." -ran his capital. in 750 the Umayyads were

At any rate, there is no question that
Harran stood at the junction of trade routes
coming from Northern Mesopotamia and
leading west and northwest. It was thus an
irportant stop in the travels of Assyrian
merchants, who had frequent dealings
with Anatolia. For thousands of years trade
from Mesopotamia to Anatolia and vice ver-
sa was carried out by way of Harran, leading
to the establishment here of a rich, varied
and deeply rooted culture.

Harran was an important center of Mes-
cpotamian idolatry, known as Septemism,
vthich worshipped the- sun, moon and
planets. For this reason the science of as-
tronomy was quite advanced here. Even
through Urfa was one of the most impor-
tant focuses of early Christianity, Septem-
ism had existed here since the times of the
Assyrians, Babylonians and Hittites, and
continued to do so until the Sth century
A.D. For this reason Christians called the
city Hellenopolis, in sign that it was stili pa-
gan.

One of the world's three major schools
of philosophy is that associated with Har-
ran, out of which came a number of sages.
Sabit bin Kurra (b. 821), one of the great-
est mathematicians and medical doctors of
his age, and who translated the Greek phi-
losophers into Arabic, came out of the
learning institutions of Harran. Another, Al-
batanius, correctly calculated the distance
from the Earth to the Moon. Jabir bin
Hayyan rejected the distance from the
Earth to the Moon. Jabir bin Hayyan reject-
ed the doctrine of lonian philosophy which
held that the smallest unit of matter, the
atom, was indivisible. Rather, he main-
tained, it is not only divisible, but if divided'
would release enough energy to devas-
tate a city the size of Baghdad: certainly a
foresightful prediction. And the religious
doctor Seyhiilislam Ibni Teymiye also re-
ceived his training in Harran.

Mervan ll, an Umayyad ruler, made Har-

defeated by the Abbasids and their empire
in Asia came to an end. The university
founded at Harran during the reign of the
Abbasid Harun Rashid became famous
throughout the known world.

Harran knew the rule of a number of Is-
lamic states - the Fatimids, Zangids, Eyyu-
bids, and Seljuks - before being overrun
by the Mongols in 1260. In 1270, realizing
that they would be unable to hold the city,
the Mongols destroyed the Harran
Mosque, the defensive walls and the
castle, as well as laying waste the rest of
the city. Harran never regained its splen-
dor, even under the Ottomans.

Harran was built in a northern Mesopo-
tamian plain watered by the Cullab and
Deysan Rivers. Indeed, it was irrigated by a
whole network of canals and thus ideal for
farming. lbni Jibeyr, a traveler who visited
Harran in 1184, reports that it had been
shady and full of trees, and rich in fruits and
vegetables. But he says that a long period
of drought had laid it waste.

13th - century travelers tell us that
there were four madrashahs (theological
colleges), a hospital, a home for the elderly
and eight public baths in the city.

Today the Ciillab and Deysan have
dried up. Five thousand years old, Harran
stands in the middle of a plain thirsting for
water. But its unusual houses, its burial
mound (tumulus), its citadel and defensive
walls plus various antiquities, taken togeth-
er with a beautiful night sky, bring thou-
sands of tourists every year. The Atatiirk
Dam and Urfa conduit will bring the waters
of the Euphrates to make this plain green
and fertile once again.

- SIGHTSEEING IN HARRAN
T THE HOUSES OF HARRAN
The greatest tourist attraction in Harran
are its extremely unusual, beehive-shaped
homes, the like of which is not encoun-

tered anywhere else in the world. The local
people have built these homes of bricks
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gathered from the ruins, erecting conical
domes Over square ground plans. Adja-
cent domes are joined on the inside by
arches, making for plentiful living space.
This architecture is eminently suited to the
climate, providing vvarmth in the wvinter and
coolness in summer.

The villagers say that hens lay more
eggs, horses and other animais are gen-
tler, onions sprout more quickly, ad perish-
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Coniform
domes
of
Harran's
dvvellings

ables last longer in these houses.
f- THE CITY WALLS

The wvalls around the city perimeter of
some four kilometers are intact enought to
be worth seeing. The walls had 187 vvatch-
tovvers and six gates: The Aleppo Gate on
the vvest, the Anatolian or Rumelia Gate on
the north, the Lion, Musul and Baghdad
Gates on the east, and the Rakka Gate on
the south. Only the Aleppo Gate remains

Harrans Aleppo Gate



standing today.
THE HARRAN CASTLE

The castle, to the southeast of the city,
is built adjacent to the city walls. Of three
storeys, and in parts ruined, this castle
served at various times to house the rulers
of the reaim. The date of its original con-
struction is unknovvn, although in 1059 it
was restored by the Fatimids and put into
use again.

HARRAN'S ULU (GREAT)
MOSQUE

The Ulu Mosque of Harran, on the
south slope of the tumulus, was built by
the Umayyad ruler Mervan Il betvveen A.D.
744 and 750. it is sometimes referred to as
the Mosque of Paradise or the Friday
Mosque. This, the oldest mosque in Ana-
tolia, was at one time aiso the largest and
the most richly ornamented in stone carv-
ing.

The mosque was divided into fcur by a
row of three columns parallel to the prayer
niche. Archaeological exploration reveals
that there was never a dome; rather, the
roof was entirely covered by timber and
collapsed during a fire.

The remains of Harran's Grand Mosque

The Minaret of Harran's Grand Mosque.

Stili standing today are the inscribed
east wall, the wall facing Mecca, the, prayer
niche, the Central arch of the interior and
the square minaret. Among the ruined por-
tion are many capitals and arch-stones.
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The Tomb of Sheik Hayat-el Harrani

-r THE TOMB OF SHEIK HAYAT-
EL HARRAN

Sheik Hayat-el Harrani was a Moslem
sage and scholar of the 12th century who
died in 1185. His tomb wvas constructed
ten years later in the cemetery outside the
city wvalls of Harran on the southeast. Many
Turkish visitors come to see it every year -
some say that Abraham's father Tareh is
also buried here.

THE HARRAN TUMULUS (BURI-
AL MOUND)

The first archaeological investigation of
the tumulus in the ¢enter of Harran was car-
ried out in 1951 in ajointTurco-British pro-
ject. More than thirty years vvould go by be-

The Han-el Ba'rr Caravensarai
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fore excavation was resumed. Then in
1983 a group of archaeologists uder Dr.
Nurettin Yardimci unearthed finds ranging
from the 3rd millenium B.C. to the 13th
century A.D. The most intriguing are
shards of a cuneiform olay tablet from the
reign of King Nabonid of Babylon, wvhich
refer to the king and to the Temple of the
Moon God Sin in Harran. Excavations are
stili under way, and artifacts brought to light
are on display in the Urfa Museum.

THE HAN-EL BA'RUR CARA-
VANSERAI

This seljuk caravanserai is 20 kilome-
ters east of Harran in the vilage of Goktas.
The road is vvell-paved and one may go by
car or by bus.



GENERAL PLAN OF HARRAN

1- Anatolia Gate. 2- Aleppo Gate. 3- Rakka Gate. 4- Castle. 5- Baghdad Gate. 6-
Mosul Gate. 7- Lion Gate. 8- Great Mosque. 9- Tumulus (Burial Mound). 10-
Remains of church. 11- Remains of Mosque. 12- Remains of Mervan House. 13-
Tomb of Sheik Hayat-El Harrani. 14- Remains of small Mosque.



The caravanserai covers an are of
65x66 meters. The portal inscription on
the north side States that it was built in 128-
1129 by El Hadj Hisameddin Ali Bey Imad
Bin Isa.

The Han-el Ba'rlr, built to lodge the
trade caravans that passed along this
route, conforms to the classical Seljuk plan
for caravanserais. The entrance is via a
monumental portal on the north side. To
the right of the entrance exedra there is a
masijid, and to the left a room for guards.
The central courtyard is surrounded by
stables ad rooms for either summer or win-
ter lodging. in the northvvest corner there
is a hamam or bath.

This caravanserai, originally handsome-
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The remains of Suayb (Jethro) city

y construted of rectangular stone blocks, is
today unfortunately in great disrepair.

-} THE CITY OF SUAYB

Suayb is an ancient city 45 kilometers
from Harran and 25 kilometers from the
Han-el Ba'riir Caravanserai. The road is
vvell-paved, suitable for travel by car or bus.
The buildings in Suayb vvere built dver rock
tombs out of rectangular stone blocks.
Some wvalls and foundations have survived
to our day. The city is quite expansive, and
was surrounded by wvalls the traces of
which can stili be seen in places.

A cave home among the ruins receives
many visitors as the dvvelling place of the
prophet Suayb.

Sanctuary
of
Prophete
Suayb
(Jethro)



The rock reliefs in Sogmatar Ruins

SOGMATAR

Sogmatar is 60 kilometers from Harran
and 15 kilometers from Suayb along a well
-paved road suitable for travel by automo-
bile or bus. it was occupied during the 1st
and 2nd centuries A.D. There is a tumulus
(burial mound) surmounted by remains of
the walls and watchtowers of a 2nd-century
castle. Within the village there are ali the re-
mains of a temple.

Sogmatar was the center of Septem-
ism, wvhich at heart involved the vvorship of
the Harran Moon God Sin, and also of Mari-
laha. Thus the most important remai.. is of
an open-air temple vwvhere this god and the
sacred planets were vvorshipped and sacri-

The
Monimental
tomb

in
Sogmatar
Ruins

fices made. Hewn out
of rock, the temple has
vvritings on its vvalls
along with human fig-
ures in relief represent-
ing the planets. Similar
vvritings and reliefs of
figures representing
the gods are found on
the rocks of the hill to
the vvest of the castle.

There are many
rock tombs in Sogmatar
dating from Roman
times, and three monu-
mental tombs top the

hills in the northvvestern quarter of the vil-
lage.

THE VILLAGE OF EYYUB NEBI

Leaving Sogmatar, take the highvvay
tovvard Mardin and turn north 5 kilometers
before Viransehir. A 15-kilometer drive
along a gravel road will bring you to the vil-
lage of Eyyiip Nebi, vvhere the tombs of
the prophet Job, his wife Rahime and the
prophet Elija avvait the visitor.
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AYN-ELURUS

Ayn-eliiriis is a spring and pond the
name of wvhich mean "Eye of the Wed-
ding." it is 50 kilometers south of Urfa and
20 kilometers southvvest of Harran in the
district of Akcakale, and reached via a
paved road. Lying half in Turkey and half in
Syria, this pond and spring are like an oa-
sis. This is where Abraham and Sarah were
married as they traveled to Aleppo, which
explains the name that has been given to
the place by the people of the region. it
has another name, Aynhalilirrahman,
meaning the eye and source of Halil-0r
Rahman.

THE CAR MELIK
CARAVANSERAI

Taking the road that leads from north of
Alig6r (Onbirnisan) in the district of Surug
to Bozova, turn wvest after 10 kilometers. 4
kilometers of driving will then take you to
the village of Car Melik (Buyuk Han) with its
Car Melik Caravanserai. Ali of this driving is
on a gravel road easily negotiated by car.

This monumental caravanserai was built
by the Seljuks to lodge the trade caravans.
There is no inscription, so that the precise
date of construction is not knovvn. A court-
yard of 43.8x36.3 meters is surrounded by
stables and rooms for summer and vvinter
lodging. The entrance is via an exedra in
the middle of th enorth side, but it is largely
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The Car Melik Caravanserai

in ruins, as are most of the rooms ad
stables around the corutyard.

DEYR YAKUB (THE CHURCH
OF JACOB)

This "church”, in the mountains south-
wvest of Job's dvvelling place, is popularly
knovvn as the Throne of Nimrod. There is
no road, but a 45-minute wvalk via path from
job's dvvelling place leads to the site.

One finds an ancient pagan temple,
rock tombs, cisterns and a monumental
tomb dating from the 1st century B.C.
bearing an inscription which States that the
tomb was built in the name of Amesh-
shemesh, wife of Aryo the son of Abgar
Manu.

The
ruins
of
Deyr
Yakub
(The
Church
of
Jakob)



-t THE ATATURK DAM

The keystone of the Southeast An-
atolian Project (GAP) is the Atatirk Dam
which can produce 8.9 billion kilovvatts of
electric energy annually. The povver plant
with its eight units, will generate nearly one
third of the total energy produced by our
country at present. The dam, vwhose con-
struction was put up for tender in 1983, wiill
be completed in 1990. The Atatirk Dam
wiill take 8th place in height, 15th place in
lake volime, 17th place in hydroelectric
production, ad 3rd place in body volume to
similar dams in the world. The dam lake has
a capacity to hold 48.5 billion cubic meters
of wvater. The wvater of Atatirk Dam will be
transported by the Sanliurfa Tunnels which
are being constructed by domestic compa-
nies with the latest technology. These two
tunnels, each having a diameter of 7.62
meters and length of 26.4 km. are the
longest tunnels in the world. The wvater car-
ried by these tunnels will irrigate an area of
730,000 hectares of land including
Sanlurfa-Harran, Mardin-Ceylanpinar, Sive-
rek-Hilvan and Bozova.

The Atatirk Dam - Photo : MehmetAvcidirlar

The Urfa Tunnel (Between Atatiirk
Dam and Urfa)
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~ VIFRESTAURANTS AND LOCAL

DISHES

Restaurants in Urfa are in the vicinity
of the Government Building. The Simer,
Eyvan and Ciftlik Restaurants are to be rec-
ommended, as they serve such local Urfa
dishes as patlicanl kebap (meat with auber-
gines), dometesli kebap (meat with toma-
toes), kusbasi kebap (small chunks of
meat), sa¢ kavurmasi (meat fried on sheet
metal), and lahmacun (spicy ground meat
on flat bread). And be sure to try the local
svveet knovvn as peynirli kadayif (shredded
vvheat in syrup flavored with cheese).

The specially roasted and salted
pistachio nuts make a good gift package.
They are sold in the svveet-shops of the
Sarayoni district.

Lahmacun (Spicy ground meat on flat bread)

Sac kavurmasi (Meat fried on sheed Metal)

Peynirli Kadayif (Shredded vvheatin syrup
flavored with cheese

Meat with aubergines and tomatoes

Urfa's salted Pistachio nuts



PRACTICAL ADVICE
* Saturday ad Sunday are holidays.

* Offices are open from 7:30 a.m. to 12
noon and from 1:00 to 4:30 p.m. during
the months from May 15 to September 15.
The rest of the year they are open from
7:30 a.m. to 12 noon ad from 1:30 to 5:00
p.m.

* Banks are open from 8:30 a.m. to 12
noon and from 1:30 to 6:00 p.m.

* The Museum of Archaeology is open
every day except Monday.

* Electric power runs at 220 wolts.

* The weather in Sanlurfa is warm in winter
and extremely hot in summer. Only rarely
do temperatures fall to freezing in the win-
ter. It never snows. In summer the tempera-
ture will generally reach 40C° (104F°).

* The Hotel Turban, Hotel Kéran and Hotel
Harran have a certificate of tourism. Should
you have any complaints about these ho-
tels, you may address them to the Directo-
rate of Tourism Tel: 12467

* Other hotels are in the jurisdiction of the
municipality. Complaints may be addressed

to the municipality inépectors: Tel: 32892

* Dolmushes {shared minibus taxis) for the
ancient city of Harran leave the As Urfa
Travel Bureau across from the Office of
Tourism.

* There are plane flights from Urfa to Anka-
ra and Istanbul Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays.

HANDY TELEPHONE NUMBERS
City Number 63 Area Code 871
City Hall 319 68

Mayor's Office 310 40

Municipal Inspectors 328 92

Police 331 30

State Hospital 312 20

Turban Hotel 13520-135 21
Harran Hotel 347 43 ‘
Ko&ran Hotel 318 09 - 351 29
Kapakli Hotel 120 16

Office of Tourism 124 67

Turkish Airlines (THY) 343 05



*

., L HOTEL
*~ >N HARIM

Hotel Harran, situated in the business center of Sanh Urfa,
accommadates 130 beds and 54 rooms having private baths.
Ali rooms have air-condition, television and refrigerators. The
Hotel's Restaurant serves three hundred people and guests
may also enjoy the different atmospheres of the Roof, the
Terrace, the Cocktail Lounge, the Banquet Room and the
Lobby. The Hotel provides 24-hour room service. The
Turkish Bath of the Hotel attracts both local and foreign
tourists. The Hotel's cuisine serves local specialties and
Turkish and foreign foods of choice. Hotel Harran providing
ali the comfort to make her guests feel at home, offers her
guests the renovvn Turkish hospitality.

Adress: Atatiirk Bulvari Telefon :347 43 —328 60
SANLIURFA Fax :9 (871) 34918



