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ONSOZ

Dr. Nurettin Yardimei tarafindan hazirlanan bu kitap, Harran Ovas1 hoyiikleri iizerinde yapilan ara§t1rmalar1n
verilerini icermektedir.

Eski “Harran” ads, (Harranu‘m’) dort bin yildan fazla bir zamandan beri, kesintisiz olarak kullanilmaktadir. O,
Akdeniz ile Orta Dicle ovalar1 arasindaki dogal yol iizerine kurulmug bir eyalet, miistahkem bir ticaret ve din
merkezidir.

Harran Ovasinda, hoyiik seklindeki devamli yerlesim yerlerinin ¢oklugu, seramigin 6zelligi, onun neolitik ¢caglardan
beri kesif bir sekilde iskan edildigini gostermektedir. Onun ads, ilk defa M.O. 3000’e tarihlenen bir Ebla metninde
gecmektedir. Harran’da M.O. 3000°de, eski Tung Cagi’nda iskan edilmistir. Ancak orada, bu ¢aga tarihlenen
yazilt belgeye heniiz rastlanmamustir. Onun adi Kanig metinlerinde de ¢cok gecmez. O, Ergani Maden yakinindaki
Harran Hoyiigii ile de bir tutulamaz. Harran Mari krali Zimrilim ile cagdag bir metinde de gecmektedir. Bu belge,
bu dénemde de Harran’da Sin tapinaginin varligim kanitlamaktadir.

Daha ge¢ donemde, Giineydogu Anadolu ve Kuzey Suriye’yi hakimiyeti altina alan Biiyiik Hitit Devleti’nin giiclii
krali I. Suppiluliuma’nin, (M.O. 1380-1340) o dénem Harran b&lgesinde egemen olan Hurri/Mitanni krali Mattiwaza
ile, Sin ve Samas’in huzurunda yaptigi anlasma metni, Hitit ve Hurrilerin, Harran’1n Sin kiiltiiniin merkezi
oldugunu, M.O. 14. yiizyilin ilk yarisindan beri bildiklerini gostermektedir. Bunu izleyen evreler de, Harran
bolgesi/Eyaleti Orta, Yeni Assur ve Yeni Babil egemenlikleriyle biitiinlesir.

Dr. Nurettin Yardimci, Harran ve Harran Ovasi tarih ve tarihi cografyasinin aydinlanmasini, lokalizasyon
problemlerinin ¢ozlimiinii, Assur kaynaklarina bor¢lu oldugumuzun bilincindedir. Onun i¢in okuyucuya, kitabin
“Girig”inde, konunun uzmanlarinca hazirlanmig yaymlardan kazamlan bilgiler, siirdiirmekte oldugu kazilarinin
15181nda, olciilii ve faydali bir sekilde sunulmustur.

Kitabm orijinalligini, hoyiiklerin ve kisa 6miirlii diiz yerlesim yerlerinin (Oren yerlerinin) birer birer incelenerek
sunuldugu, ikinci boliimii temsil eder. Burada verilen bilgiye gore, 2000 km?lik arastirma bolgesi nirengi aglarinn
kurulmusg olmasi, bu arastirmalar sonucu tespit edilen yerlesim yerlerinin iilke koordinatlart ile saptanmasi miimkiin
olmustur. Bu veriler ve ovanin sagladig1 dogal olanaklar aragtirma alaninda 208 hdyiik ve frenyerinin saptanmasini
miimkiin kilmistir. Bu sonu¢ Harran Ovasinin, iilke capinda hoyiiklerle kapli, yani en kesif bir sekilde iskan
edilmis bolgeler arasinda yerini aldigin1 gostermektedir. Okuyucuya, hoyiiklerdeki nirengi noktalarinin degerinden
yararlanmildig, 1/25000 6lcekli paftalardaki tepe kotlarinin esas alinarak 6Ol¢iilerinin yapildig: hoyiiklerin yayilig
alanlarmin m? olarak hesaplandig1, kesitlerin ova kotu baslangi¢ alinarak cizildigi, hacimlerin de m? olarak alindig
bildirilmekte, ayrintilarinin da her hoytigiin topografik kesit ve plan ¢izimlerinde gosterildigi belirtilmektedir.
Ben bu dikkatli aragtirmanin bu yapisi ile bunu izleyecek bu tiir aragtirmalara 6rnek olacagina inaniyorum.
Aragtirma Anadolu’da bu konuda ve bu 6l¢iide gerceklestirilen ilk ornektir. 208 héyiikten derlenen her tiirlii
buluntunun Giineydogu Anadolu ve Kuzey Suriye’nin kazi verileri ile mukayeseh olarak yaymlanmasi, Harran
Ovasi hoyiiklerinin degerlendirilmesini kolaylastiracaktir.

Kitabin “Giris”inde, Giineydogu Anadolu Projesi’yle (GAP) Harran Ovasinda yeni baglayan sulu tarimin ve
kanaletlerle suyun gelmesinin Harran Ovasindaki hoyiiklerin tahribine neden olmaya bagladig1 vurgulanmaktadir.
Hoyiiklerin ¢ogu sahislarin miilkiyetinde olup, tapuludurlar. Kamimca, gii¢ de olsa, 6ncelikle tescilden sonra,
miimkiin oldugu takdirde, hoyiiklerin kamulastirilmasi yoluna gidilmelidir. Bu uygulamanin, alinacak koruma
onlemleri yaninda, tutarli bir ¢are oldugunu diigiiniiyorum.

Prof. Dr. Tahsin Ozgﬁg



PREFACE

This work prepared by Dr. Nurettin Yardimci, Ph.D., presents a thorough survey of the archaeological evidence
available to date within the Plain of Harran.

For more than four millennia the name Harran or Harranu(m).can be documented in writing, referring to a
commercial and religious center founded upon a geographically opportune trade route between the Mediterranean
and the plains of the middle Tigris valley.

Evidence of dense settlement in the Harran Plain characterized by pottery indicates that it had been settled as
early as Neolithic times. The name Harran can now be traced as far back as 3000 BC (the Early Bronze Age) in
a text from Ebla. From the immediate environs we have as yet no written evidence this early. Harran is only
seldom mentioned in the records from the Assyrian trade colony of Kanesh, and should not be confused with the
“Mound of Harran” mentioned near the copper sources of Ergani. During the reign of the Mari King Zimrilim,
then, we have again definite reference to Harran in a record that also confirms the existence of a temple to the
god Sin at the settlement of Harran.

From the later period of éuppiluliuma I (1380-1340 BC), when southeastern Anatolia and northern Syria were a
part of the great Hittite Empire, an agreement signed with the Hurri/Mitanni King Mattiwaza calling both the
gods Sim and Samash to witness confirms that Harran was a 14th-century cult center of the god Sim honored by
both cultures. Later documentation from late Assyrian and Babylonian times assures us that the region (and/or
city-state) of Harran continued to be influential. :

Because Yardimci is well aware of the various difficulties involved in a work of such scope (the problems of
pinpointing sites mentioned in the Assyrian texts, for example), he has not only provided his.reader information
from the latest excavation reports throughout the work, but carefully and scholastically weighed the content of
previous publications in his introduction as well.

The bulk of the two volumes that follows the introduction represents a truly original contribution: one by one,
all the archaeological sites in evidence in the plain today, not only impressive settlement mounds, but also sites
scarcely noticeable in the present topography, including many short-lived establishments. As we are informed
here, the recently enlarged and correlated network of altitude measurements has enabled a coordinated record
of sites surveyed over a region of some 2000 square kilometers. Thanks to these points of reference as well as
the facility provided by the natural environment and nature of the plain, it has been possible to record 208 sites
of archaeological interest within the area. The results confirm that throughout antiquity the Plain of Harran,
literally covered with mounds, did indeed represent one of our nation’s most densely settled regions. The reader
may compare not only the relative position and size of these settlements (pinpointed during the survey upon maps
at a scale of 1:25,000) on the maps provided here but also the relative size and shapes of the mounds on the
individual topographical plans and sections (which include the relative altitude as well as both the area and volume
of the mounds at and above plain level, all carefully measured, calculated and recorded). Such thorough and
detailed research I regard as an example for future publication. It represents a great step forward in the documentation
of the Anatolian past. The publication of an inventory of surface finds evaluated within the scope of southwestern
Anatolian and northern Syrian archaeology will doubtless facilitate evaluation of these 208 settlements mapped
in the Plain of Harran.

As emphasized in the introduction, the wet-farming (irrigation of crops within the plain) now provided by the
Southeastern Anatolian Project (Giineydogu Anadolu Projesi) GAP has already shown negative influences upon
the preservation of our archaeological heritage. Real estate that includes the majority of the ancient mounds and
settlements has been granted in deeds to various individuals. Although representing a great threat by no means
easy to eliminate, I sincerely hope that a fair solution to this problem will be found, enabling the government to
reclaim much of the national heritage now that the location of the ancient settlements has been well defined.

Professor Tahsin Ozgii¢



SUNUS

Ekonomik kaynaklari, stratejik konumu ve dogal sartlari, Anadolu’ya 6nemli 6zellikler kazandirmistir. Insanoglu,
gliniimiizden 900 000 y1l 6nce bu verimli topraklarda yasamaya baslamis, doganin kendisine sundugu nimetlerden
yararlanmigtir. Anadolu’nun sundugu bu nimetler sayesinde zaman iginde toplumsal ve ekonomik yapi1 gelismig ve
biiytik uygarliklar yaratilmistir. Bu uygarliklar birbirlerini etkileyerek yayilmis, bunlarin yer altinda ve yer iistiindeki
kalintilan giintimiize kadar yasayarak zengin bir kiiltiir mirasin1 olusturmusgtur.

Ulu 6nder Atatiirk’iin kiiltiir degerlerimizin bulunup aragtirilmasi ve korunmasi konusundaki direktifleri sonucunda
ilk bilimsel ¢caligmalar baglatilmistir.

Cumhuriyet doneminde yapilan ¢ok sayida yerli ve yabanci kazilar Anadolu Arkeolojisine yeni boyutlar kazandirmus,
elde edilen buluntular yeni kurulan miizelerimizi zenginlestirmigtir. Tiim bu aragtirmalara ve girisimlere ragmen
iilkemizde tespit edilemeyen, bunun da 6tesinde halen aragtirllamayan eski yerlesim yerleri mevcuttur. Bu nedenle,
giiniimiizde bilimsel kazilarin yanisira aragtirmalarin da yayginlastirilmasi ve heniiz bilinmeyen yerlesim yerlerinin
tespit edilmesine yonelik ¢abalar i¢inde olmamiz gerektifine inaniyorum.

Paleolitik Caglardan beri uzun bir gegmige sahip, eski yerlesim yeﬂerinden olan Harran Ovasi, heniiz sistemli bir
sekilde aragtirdmamigti. Giineydogu Anadolu Projesi ile ovadaki hoyiiklerin olumsuz yonde etkilenecegini diisiinerek,
Harran kazilarinin yani sira ovadaki hdyiiklerin tespitine ve korunmasina yonelik bu aragtirmay1 baglattik.

Harran, Akcakale ve Mesudiye ilgelerini de kapsayan Harran Ovasi yiizey aragtirmalar ile bolge incelenmis ve 208
eski yerlesim yeri tespit edilerek degerlendirilmistir.

Bu yayinimiza 6ns6z yazarak gii¢ katan degerli bilim adami hocam Prof. Dr. Tahsin Ozgii¢’e sonsuz tesekkiirlerimi
sunarim.

Bu aragtirmalarimizda bizi destekleyen Kiiltiir ve Turizm Bakanligi'na, Kiiltiir Varhiklan ve Miizeler Genel Miidiirliigii'ne,
Sanlurfa Valiligi’ne, Miize Miidiirliigii’ne, Harran Kaymakamligi’na, Belediye Baskanligi’na ve Ayse Ozkan, Sabri
Aydal, Sabri Kiziltan ile aragtirmalarimiza katilarak 6zverili ¢aligmalarda bulunan tiim aragtirma ekibi {iyelerimize
tesekkiir ederim.

Ayrica bu eserin sponsorlugunu yaparak bdlgede sisternli olarak yapilan aragtirmalarimizin sonuglarimin yayinlanmasina
biiyiik katkida bulunan Giines Sigorta A.S.’ye tegekkiirlerimi sunarim. '

Dr. Nurettin Yardimeci



FORWARD

Its natural resources, strategic location and climate have favored Anatolia with a character unsurpassed by that of
any land. Since the human race planted its first footsteps upon this territory some 900,000 years ago, mankind has
been swift to take advantage of nature’s blessings. Because of such natural bounty, social and economic life developed
very early in Anatolia; the foundations for long-lasting civilizations were nimbly laid. Prehistoric societies grouped
and regrouped, influencing one another greatly as they spread throughout the land, leaving a cultural heritage behind—
some traces of which are now deeply buried, but others still visible today.

It was under the great statesman Atatiirk—‘Father of the Turks’—that the investigation and preservation of this
archaeological heritage began; under his leadership the first national efforts towards scientifically documented
archaeological research took place.

Since the founding of the Turkish Republic, then, a multitude of Turkish and international excavations have continued
to open new horizons in Anatolian archaeology, causing the newly established museums to overflow with a myriad
of finds. Nevertheless—in spite of all these efforts, there still remain ancient sites not yet investigated. With this in
mind, T remain convinced that efforts such as ours, pinpointing sites previously unknown or unrecognized in value,
are essential to the future of research.

The Plain of Harran, obviously rich in heritage—populated as early as Paleolithic times—has never before been
subjected to proper archaeological survey. With the implementation of the Southeast Anatolian Project (Giineydogu
Anadolu Projesi, or GAP, the probable negative effects of the latter upon the ancient sites in the region roused us
not only to initiate excavations at the mound of ancient Harran itself, but also to document what we could—and save
what we can—of all sites existing within the plain today.

In our survey of the Harran Plain, which today encompasses the metropolitan districts of Harran, Ak¢akale and
Mesudiye, we have located and described a total of 208 ancient sites.

To one of my professors, the highly respected scholar Professor Tahsin Ozgiig, I extend my sincere gratitude for the
preface he has so kindly contributed.

To the Turkish Ministry of Culture and Tourism, and to the General Directorate of Cultural Heritage and Museums,
as well as to the Govemnor of the Province of Sanhurfa and to the Museum Directorate—not to mention the Gendarmerie
and Town Hall of Harran itself—1I offer heartfelt thanks. Furthermore, I owe a special debt of gratitude to Ayse Ozkan,
Sabri Aydal, Sabri Kiziltan and all the others who have dedicated their personal time and valuable efforts to the
compaign.

Last but not least, we all wish to thank the insurance agency Giines Sigorta Inc. for their generous sponsorship that
has made this publication of our systematic investigations of the region possible.

Nurettin Yardimci, Ph.D



HARRAN OVASI YUZEY ARASTIRMASI

GIRIS

Harran eski Onasya yazili kaynaklarinda ilk olarak Harranu (M) veya (4ru) KASKAL (KI) olarak karsimiza
cikmaktadir. Akadca olan bu kent ve bolge adi Tiirkgeye “kervan yolu” seklinde gevrilebilir. Bu tiir bir tanimlamayla
Harranu’nun kervanlarm gegtigi bir gesit ugrak yeri oldugu ifade edilmek istenmistir. Bu isim Aramice ve Ibranice
hrn. Latince Carrhae ve Orta Cag’da Harran seklinde karsimiza ¢ikar. Giiniimilizde de tarihteki adiyla anilan
Harran kendine 6zgii kubbe evlerden olusan sivil mimarisi ile ilging bir gériiniim vermektedir.! Cumhuriyet
doneminde Once ilge sonra nahiye olan Harran’in adi bir ara Altinbagak olarak degistirilmis ancak kisa bir siire
sonra tekrar Harran ismine doniilmiis ve yine ilge olmustur. Bu dnemli kiiltiir merkezi i¢inde bulundugu ovaya
da kendi ismini vermistir. Harran Ovasi Sanliurfa’nin giineydogusunda olup, dogudan Tektek daglar, batidan
ise al¢ak tepeler tarafindan sinirlandirlmistir. Giineyden Suriye bozkirlarina agilmaktadir. 2000 kilometrekarelik
bir alani kaplayan bu ova aliivyonlarla kaphdir. Bu 6zelliginden dolay: Giineydogu Anadolu ovalar i¢inde
verimlilik ag¢isindan &zel bir konuma sahiptir. Sulu tarima gecilmeden 6nce, kuru tarim yapilan ovanin, daha ¢ok
tahil ve baklagiller iiretimine uygun bir yapisi vardi. Toprak 6zelligi her tiirlii meyve ve sebzenin yetistirilmesine
uygun olan bu bdlgede hayvancilikta yapilmaktaydi.

Deniz seviyesinden takriben 400 m yiikseklikte bulunan Harran Ovasi, 6nceleri 400 mm den daha az yagis almasi
nedeniyle daha ¢ok bozkir goriiniimiindeydi. Arkeolojik ¢aglarda daha nemli iklimiyle ve sulama olanaklariyla
tarimsal acidan ¢ok daha bereketli bir ortama sahip olmustur. Ovada sik ve biiyiik yerlesim yerlerinin varhgi, Eski
Caglarda ovanin daha sulak bir iklime sahip oldugunun kanitidir.

Sanlurfa’nin kuzeyindeki yiiksek bolgelerden ¢ikan Cullab Cayi1, Harran Ovasimi kuzey-giiney yoniinde kat
ettikten sonra Suriye topraklarinda Balih suyu ile birlesmekte ve Ar Rakka’da Firat ile bulusmuktadir. Bu ¢ay
ve daha kiiciik kollar1 Harran Ovasmnin en 6nemli tath su kaynaklaridir. Harran, hem kent hem de ova olarak -
Cullab Cay1’ndan, muhakkak giiniimiize nazaran su ihtiyacini karsilama agisindan ¢ok daha farkli bir sekilde
yararlanmustir. Hatta baz: arazi kesimleri biiylik olasilikla bu ¢ay tarafindan sulanmig olabilir. Ciinkii Harran
Ovasimn Eski Caglardaki sik iskanini baska tiirlii yorumlamamiz miimkiin degildir.

Diiz Suriye steplerinden Sanlwrtfa’ya dogru Anadolu iglerine giren Harran Ovasi sadece stratejik agidan degil,
ozellikle ticaret yollar1 agisindan da biiyiik 6nem tagimstir.2 Ovanin bereketli yapis sayesinde Harran disinda
¢ok sayida yerlesim yeri ortaya ¢ikmis ve bu yerlesim yerleri tarih boyunca 6nem tagimistir. Bu kitap iginde
ayrintil1 bir sekilde tanitilan Harran Ovasi yerlesim yerlerinin baslangici, kuzeyde Sanlwrfa ve ¢evresinde yer
alan ¢ok sayidaki Akeramik merkezlere dayanmaktadir. Yapilan arastirmalara gore genel olarak M.O. 10. - 8. -
bin yillarina tarihlendirilen bu merkezlerden sonra ova M.S. 13. yiizyila kadar yiizlerce yerlesim yeri iizerinde
kesintisiz olarak iskéan edilmigtir. Ovada bugiin kanaletlerle getirilen sularla yogun olarak sulu tarima gegilmis
bulunmaktadir.

TARIHI COGRAFYASI

Harran Ovasmin tarihi cografyasi hakkinda en genig bilgi Yeni Assur Devri krallarindan V.Samsiadad’m M.O.
824-811) Turtan’s® Bél-lu-balat’a ait Assur'da ele gecen eponim stelinde karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir.
M.O. 814 y1lina ait olan bu yazili belgede, Harran eyaletindeki merkezler sayilmaktadir.* Bu nedenle burada
sayilan merkezlerin tiimii ya dogrudan dogruya Harran Ovasinda bulunmakta, ya da Harran Ovasini ¢evreleyen
ova ile baglantili bolgelerde yer almaktadir.

Bu bolgede en dnemli yeri, eyalet merkezi olan ve eski adi Harranu olan Harran alir. Sanlwrfa’nin 44 km
giineydogusunda bulunan Harran, giiniimiizde ilge"merkezidir. Ilk 6nceleri H. Pognon tarafindan

N. Yardimc. “Harran”, Eczacibagi Sanat Ansiklopedisi 2. Istanbul 1997, 5.758.

J. N. Postgate, “Harran”, Reallexikon der Assyriologie 4, 1972-1975, 5.122 vd.

Turtan Yeni Assur Devri’nde ¢ok snemli bir makamdir. Ordu komutam olarak tanimlanan bu makarm iggal eden kigiler genel olarak kraldan sonra
protokolda ve yetki kullaniminda ilk siray: alirlar. Turtan’lar ayrica 6nemli eyaletlerde askeri vali olarakta gérev yaparlar.

4 R. Labat, Fischer Weltgeschichte 4, Hamburg 1967, 39; E. Forrer, Die Provinzeinteilung des assyrischen Reiches, Leibzig 1920, s.21.
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1906 yilinda Harran’in 6 km kuzeydogusundaki Eski Harran’da bulunan bir stel® nedeniyle lokalizasyonu
konusunda bazi tereddiitler ortaya ¢ikmus, fakat ilk kazilarda Ehulhul adim tagiyan yazili belgeler aciga gikarilinca®
bu tereddiitler Gadd tarafindan tamamen ortadan kaldinlmustir. Tarafimizdan 1983 yihindan beri yiiriitiilen kazilar’
sirasinda da Ehulhul adii tagiyan ¢ok sayida belgeler bulunmustur.® Bu buluntular Siimerolog Veysel Donbaz
tarafindan terciime edilerek Yeni Babil Devrinde Kral Nabonid dénemine (M.O. 555-539) tarihlendirilmistir. Kral
Yolu iizerinde bulunan Harranu, Assur’un en 6nemli merkezlerinden biri olup, ayn1 zamanda eyaletin yonetim
merkezidir. Oneminden dolay1 bu eyalet Turtan’lar tarafindan idare edilmisgtir.

Assur kaynaklarina gore Harranu eyaletinin en énemli yerlesim yerlerinden biri de Huzurina’dir. Bu merkez
Sanlurfa’nin 16 km giineydogusunda bulunan Sultantepe ile bir tutulmaktadir.® Bilindigi gibi S. Lloyd ve N.
Gokgee tarafindan kazilan bu merkezde Yeni Assur Devri’ne ait bir arsiv aciga cikartimistir,'® Huzurina adi yeni
Assur belgelerinde sik sik karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir. Daha Orta Assur Devri’nde II. Adadnirari’nin (M.O. 912-891)
Huzurina’ya kadar uzanan bir askeri sefer yaptig1 bilinmektedir.!' Huzurina zaman zaman Assur krallarmin kuzey
seferierinin baslangig noktas: olmustur. I Assurnasirpal (M.QO. 884-858) M.O. 866 yilinda Huzurina’dan gikarak
Firat’1 gegmis ve kuzey bolgelerine, Nairi iilkesine bir askeri sefer diizenlemistir. E. Forrer’e gore, Yeni Assur
Devri’nin ge¢ dénemlerinde, Harran Ovasinin kuzeyinde yeni bir Assur eyaleti olusturulmug ve bazi merkezlerle
birlikte Huzurina da bu yeni eyalet i¢inde yer almustir.!? Harran Ovasinda, dolayistyla Harran eyaletinde bulunan
onemli merkezlerden biri de Duru’dur. Duru, Forrer tarafindan Sanliurfa’min 21 km dogusunda bulunan Anaz
Hoyiigii ile lokalize edilmektedir.!® Anaz’daki hoyiikte 1906 yilinda H. Pagnon tarafindan Yeni Assur Devri’nin
gec donemlerine tarihlenen bir stel bulunmustur. Bu steldeki kitabede Bolge Yoneticisi Musezibsamas, yerlesim
yerini Duru olarak adlandirmaktadir.’* Harran eyaleti ikiye ayrildiginda, Harran Ovasinin kuzeyini kapsayan
ikinci eyaletin merkezi olarak karsimiza ¢ikmaktadr.'> “Kral Yolu” iizerinde bulunan Balihu, Harran Ovasinin
giiney uzantisi iizerinde, Suriye topraklarinda bulunmaktadir. Bazi tekliflere ragmen'® tam olarak lokalize
edilememistir. Yazili belgelere gore “Kral Yolu” Balihu’dan kuzeye donmekte ve Harran’a ulagsmaktadir. Balihu,
Harran eyaletinin 6nemli merkezlerinden birisidir.

Aragtirmacilara gore Harran eyaletinin diger bir yerlesiminin ad1 Zallu’dur. Harran Ovasinda bulunmasi gereken
bu yerlesim hakkinda bilgilerimiz kisitlidir. Tabiti eyaletin bagka bir yerlesimidir. Ova iizerindeki konumu belirgin
degildir. Diger merkezler sehir olarak tanimlanirken, bu sehirler arasinda Belbani eyalete bagl bir iilke olarak
tanitilmaktadir. Belbani’nin de konumu hakkinda agiklayici bilgi bulunmamaktadir.

Bu arada Harran’in dogusunda bulundugu sanilan Nahur sehrinin bolge ile baglantis1 belirgin degildir. Bu merkezde
bulunan sedir agac1 govdelerinden yapilan siitunlar I. Adadnirari (M.O. 1307-1275) tarafindan Hanigalbat seferi
sirasinda ganimet olarak almmus ve Assur’daki saray yapiminda kullanilmagtir. I. Tukultininurta (M.O. 1244-
1208) kendi adina inga ettirdigi Kar-Tukultininurta adindaki yonetim merkezinde ayni siitunlar1 Assur sarayindan
soktiirmiis ve yeni yaptirdig1 saray ingaatinda kullandirmistir. Nahur, bu kiymetli agaglan kullanabildigine gore
ekonomik acidan gii¢lii bir yapiya sahip olmalidir.

Goriildiigii gibi Harran Ovasi yazili belgelerle agiklanan ¢ok sayida merkezlere sahiptir. Ancak ¢ok az bir kismut
lokalize edilebilen bu merkezler Harran Ovasina Eski Cag acisindan ¢ok onemli bir tarihi karakter kazandirmaktadr.
Gerek yapilan ilk kazilar, gerekse tarihi belgeler Harran’in yerlesimini en fazla M.O. 3.bine indirebilmektedir.
Fakat kazilarin ¢ok sinurli bir alanda yapilmis olmasi ve ana topraga kadar inilememig olmasi nedenleriyle bu
goriisiin benimsenmesi miimkiin degildir. Harran hoyiik ve ¢evresinde yapmis oldugumuz yiizey arastirmalar

5 C.J. Gadd. “The Harran Inscriptions of Nabonidus”, Anatolian Studies VIII. 1958, 5.35 vd.
6 C.J. Gadd a.g.e. 46 vd.
7 N. Yardimci, “Harran 1983”, VI. Kaz1 Sonuglan Toplantisi, Ankara 1985, 79 vd. )
8 Bu belgeler Ehulhul’a yani Sin tapinagina atifta bulunan adak kitabeleridir. N. Yardimcy, “1989 Yili Harran Kazilan”, X1I. Kaz1 Sonuglar1 Toplantist
II, Ankara 1991, 364 vd., Res. 11-12.
9 K. Kessler, Untersuchungen zur historischen Topographie Nordmesopotamiens, Wiesbaden 1980. 5.26, 5.128.
10 Krs. S. “Archaeological Work in Turkey”, Anatolian Studies II, 1952, 13 vd.: S. Lloyd ve N. Gokge “Sultantepe”, Anatolian Studies III, 1953, 27 vd. .
11 K. Kessler, a.g.e., s.216.
12 E. Forrer, Die Provinzeinteilung des Assyrischen Reiches, Leipzig 1920. 108 vd.
13 E. Forrer, a.g.e., s.22.
14 H.Pognon, Inscriptions Sémitiques de la Mésopotamie et de la région de Mossoul, Paris 1907, 106 vd., Nr. 59.
15 E. Forrer, a.g.e. 108. '
16 Lokalizasyon teklifleri igin bkz. K. Kessler, a.g.e., 201 vd.
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sirasinda Harran’a 500 m kadar uzaklikta Halaf ve Ubeyd kiiltiirlerine ait seramik buluntular derlenmistir. Bu
nedenle Harran’da yerlesimin en az M.O. 5.binden baslatilmas1 gerekmektedir. K. Prag’a gore Harran’in ilk
kazilar1 sonucunda M.O. 3.bine ait buluntular a¢iga ¢ikarilmistir.!” Tarafiruzdan 1983 yilindan beri yiiriitiilen
kazilarda da bazi M.O. 3.bin eserleri aciga ¢ikarilmistir.!® Harran’in M.O. 3.bin kiiltiirii genel anlamda Kuzey
Suriye’deki Tell Huera ile biitiinlestirilmektedir.'® M.0O. 3.bin ortalarina tarihlenen bir Ebla yazili belgesinde
Harran adi ilk olarak karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir. Bu metne gore Harran ve Emar kraligeleri Ebla’da tanrilara sunuda
bulunmaktadir.?’ Yazili belgelerde Harran adi Eski Babil Devrin’de de karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir. Mari Krali Zimrilim
déneminde Harran Asditakim adinda bir kral tarafindan yénetilmektedir.2! Fakat bu kralin diger Suriye krallari
karsisinda ¢ok giiclii oldugu sdylenemez. Bu kral devrinde sehir i¢inde Tanr1 Sin admna yapilmis bir tapmak
bulunmaktadir. Hatta bu tapinak iginde tanrimin huzurunda bir anlasma imzalannustir.

Harran sehrinin adi, Eski Assur Devri yazili belgelerinde nadiren karstmiza ¢ikmaktadir. Buna kargin Eski Babil
Devri belgelerinde Harran, ticaret yolu iizerinde yer alan 6nemli bir merkez konumundadir. Mezopotamya’dan
ve Suriye’den Anadolu’ya giden ticaret yollarinin bu bélgeyi kuzey-giiney istikametinde katederek uzanmasi,
Harran Ovasina ekonomik acidan biiyiik bir dinamizm kazandirmigtir. Bu donemde Harran, aym zamanda 6nemli
bir ticaret merkezidir.

Harran bolgesi, Kuzey Mezopotamya’nin diger bolgeleriyle birlikte, Eski Assur Devri’nden sonra Hurri/Mitanni
egemenligi altma girmistir. Hitit krallarindan 1.Suppiluliuma (M.O. 1380-1340), Hurri/Mitanni Krah Mattivaza
ile ¢cok sayida tanrinin huzurunda bir antagma imzalamigtir. Bu tanrilar arasinda Harran’m Sin’i de bulunmaktadir.
Bu olay Harran’in Sin’e ait bir dini merkez olarak hem Hititler, hem de Hurri/Mitanniler tarafindan tamindigini
ortaya koymaktadir (M.O. 1350 yillar1). Mattivaza Hurri/Mitanni sarayindaki taht kavgasindan sonra Hititler’e
siginmak zorunda kalmigtir. Hitit Krali I.Suppiluliuma’nin oglu Piyagsili Mattivaza’y1 Hurri/Mitanni tahtina tekrar
yerlestirmek isterken Harran biiyiik bir savasa sahit olur. Hitit ordusu Mitanni gii¢lerine kars1 Harran’da biiyiik
bir muharebe sonucunda basar1 elde eder?? ve bu basaridan sonra Piyassili’nin komutasinda Wassukanni’ye
yonelir. Daha sonraki yillarda Hitit krallar1 Misir’a kars1 biiyiik bir miicadele vermek zorunda kalmag ve bu nedenle
Mitanni yalniz birakilmstir. Bunu firsat bilen Assur krallar1 Mitanni’yi kendilerine baglamig ve Mitanni topraklarmt
tamamen iggal etmistir. Harran da bu arada isgal edilmigtir. Harran adi sehir ve bélge olarak daha sonraki yillarda
Orta Assur krallarindan I. Adadnirari (M.O. 1307-1275) ve I.Salmanassar (M.O. 1274-1245) yiliklarinda kargimiza
cikmaktadir. Bu donemlerde Harran, tiim gevresindeki bolgeler gibi Arami hakimiyeti altina girmis ve bu nedenle
batiya agilma ¢abasi i¢inde olan Assur krallarinin baskisiyla kargilagmistir. 1k baski I. Adadnirari tarafindan
yapilmis ve Harran Assur hakimiyetini kabul etmek mecburiyetinde kalmistir.2> Daha sonraki yillarda Assur’a
karg1 ¢ikan bolge sik sik isgale maruz kalmigtir. Ornegin 1. Salmanasar, Harran’dan Karkamis’a kadar uzanan
bir bolgeyi isgal ederek iilke sinirlar igine dahil etmistir.?* Aym sekilde I. Tiglatpileser (M.O. 1117-1077) ve oglu
Assurbekala (M.O. 1074-1057) bblgeyi yagmalamig (KUR KASKAL-ni) ve hatta bolgede daha sonra avlanmustur.
Tiim bu siyasi etkinliklere ragmen Assur, Harran’1 siirekli olarak kendine bagliyamamustir. Assur kaynaklarmda
bdlge veya iilke seklinde tamimlamalar mevcuttur. Bundan da Harran’in bu dénemde kendine 6zgii bir politik ve
daha ¢ok Aramiler’den olusan etnik bir yapiya sahip oldugu anlasilmaktadir.?

Harran ve Harran Ovast biiyiik bir ihtimalle ITL.Salmanassar (M.O. 858-824) tarafindan Tilbarsip’in ele gecirilmesi
sirasinda Assur topraklarina dahil edilmis ve Assur Devleti yikilincaya kadar bir Assur eyaleti ve bir Assur dini
merkezi olarak varligin siirdiirmiigtiir.

Assur eyalet sistemini en agik ve ayrintili sekilde Harran’in dogu komgusu olan Guzana eyaleti ile ilgili belgeler
yansitmaktadur. Harran da ayn sistemle yonetilmis olmalidir. Eyalet valisi, bolgesi i¢inde kral yetkilerine sahiptir.
Eyalet icindeki diger kentlerin yoneticileri, sivil ve askeri personel kendisine baglidir. Tiim siyasi ve ekonomik

17 K. Prag, “The 1959 Deep Sounding at Harran in Turkey”, Levant I, 1970, 63 vd.

18 N. Yardime, “Harran 19837, V1. Kazi Sonuglar Toplantisi, Ankara 1985, 5.89, Fig.14.; “1990 Y1l Harran Kaz1 ve Restorasyon Caligmalar”,
XIII. Kaz1 Sonuglar1 Toplantisi II, Ankara 1992, 5.438, Fig.14.; “Excavations, Surveys and Restoration Works at Harran” Between the Rivers and Over
the Mountains. Roma 1993, 5.446. Fig.9.

19 U. Moortgat-Correns, Die Bildwerke wom Djebelet el Beda, Berlin 1972, 42vd. .

20 A. Archi, “Trade and Administrative Practice: The Case Of Ebla”, Altorientalische Forschungen 20, 1993, s.55.

21 H. Klengel, Geschichte Syriens im 2. Jahrtausend v. u. Zeit I-Nordsyrien, Berlin 1965, s.27;

J. N. Postgate, “Harran”, Reallexikon der Assyriologie 4, 1972-1975, 5.123.

22 H. Otten Fischer Weltgeschichte 3. Hamburg 1966, 133: H. Klengel, a.g.e., s.52.

23 J. N. Postgate, a.g.e., s.123.

24 E. Cassin, Fischer Weltgeschichte 3. Hamburg 1966, s.81.

25 J. N. Postgate, a.g.e., s.122.
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gii¢, yonetimi altindadir. Eyaletin ekonomik kaynaklar1 dogrultusunda belli miktarlarda esyayi, tarim iiriinlerini
veya madeni tazminat olarak merkeze gonderir. Ayrica kendisine bagh asker ve memurlara aileleriyle birlikte
bakmak zorundadir. Bir orduyu emri altinda siirekli olarak hazir bulundurur, istendigi zaman istenilen yere sevk
eder. Bunun yaninda merkezden gonderilen gorevlilerin her tiirlii masraflarini ve ihtiyaclarmm karsilar.

Eyalet valisi tiim yerel askeri giiglerin kumandanmidir. Bu giicler eyalete giris ve cikislar1 kontrol altinda tutar.
Assur ordularinin bir sefer sirasinda konakhyacaklar1 garnizonlar1 hazir bulundurur ve eyalet i¢inde huzur ve
diizeni saglar. ‘“Kral Yolunun” kontrol ve giivenligi de yerel giiclerin gorevidir. Assurlu veya yerli olsun herkes
eyalet icinde vergi vermek zorundadir. Sadece Assur ve Harran dini merkez olmalar1 nedeniyle vergiden muaf
tutulmustur.?® Ayrica her iki sehir digerlerinden farkli olarak baz1 siyasi haklara sahiptir. Assur krallarindan V.
Salmanassar (M.O. 726-722) her iki dini merkezin bu 6zel durumlarim ortadan kaldirdiginda biiyiik siyasi
karigikliklar ortaya ¢ikmis ve sonugta kral sldiiriilmiistiir. Yerine gegen II. Sargon (M.O. 722-705) karigikliklart
onlemek amaciyla ilk ig olarak Assur ve Harran sehirlerine eski haklarmi tekrar iade etmistir. Olay: II. Sargon
su sekilde dile getirmektedir: “Daha 6nceden vergi ve angarya igleri tamimayan insanlara, kotii amagla vergi ve
angarya isler yiiklendi. Bunun iizerine Tanr1 Enlil bu isi yapanin iizerine tiim kinini kustu ve kendisi igin kotii
bir son hazirladi. Daha sonra beni Assur Krali yapti ve krallik asasini, krallik tahtini, krallik tacim verdi.” Bu olay
Harran’in Assur i¢in ne denli 6nem tagidigim acik bir sekilde ortaya koymaktadir.

Daha sonraki yillarda da Harran 6nemini korumustur. Assur Imparatorlugu Devri’nde, gerek dini karakteri, gerekse
sratejik 6nemi nedeniyle, Harran 6zel bir konuma sahiptir. Hatta biiyiik olasilikla Assurbanipal (M.O. 669-631/629)
zamaninda, 635 yilindan itibaren devletin, Ninive’den sonra ikinci bagkenti olmustur.?’ Batiya yonelik yeni
seferlere ¢ikmadan 6nce, Harran Sin Tapinagina ugramak artik gelenek haline gelmistir,28

Harran Bolgesi koyleri ile ilgili bir yoklamayi iceren bazi tabletler Ninive’de ele gegmisgtir. Bulyoklamanm nedeni
ve tarihi hakkinda elimizde bilgi bulunmamaktadir. Biiyiik olasilikla Assurbanipal doneminde yapilmis ve kaleme
almmugtir. Bu yoklamada 6zel isimler dikkate alindiginda gerek Harran’da, gerekse Harran cevresindeki bolgelerde
Arami ¢cogunlugun bulundugu gériilmektedir.?

Harran, yikilmadan 6nce Assur Devleti’'nin son dayanak noktasi olmusgtur. Bilindigi gibi Assur’a son dénemlerinde
ilk biiyiik darbeyi Medler vurmaktadir. Dini merkez Assur M.O. 614 yilinda kuzeyden gelen Medlere karsi
koyamamus, teslim olmustur. Assur’un kurtulug ¢abalar1 sonug getirmez ve M.O. 612 yilinda Medler Babil gii¢leri
ile birlikte bagkent Ninive’yi kusatir. Ug ay siiren kusatmadan sonra Ninive iggal edilerek yagmalanir. Assur Krali
Sinsariskun (M.O. 627-612) biiyiik olasilikla bu miicadele sirasinda hayatini kaybetmistir.

Bunun iizerine bir grup Assurlu Assuruballit (M.O. 612-609) komutasinda kuzeye dogru harekete gecerek Harran’a,
ellerinde kalan son Assur topragina gekilir. Harran artik Assur’un son ve tek bagkentidir. Harran Ovast ise Assur’un
elinde kalan son bolgedir. M.O. 610 yilinda Med ve Babil giigleri Harran iizerine yiiriir. Biiyiik olasilikla Harran’t
tahribattan kurtarmak amciyla Assurlular sehri terk eder ve Firat’m batisina ¢ekilir. Savunmasiz kalan Harran
sehri diigman eline gecer ve yagmalanir. Daha sonra Harran’a bir Babil garnizonu yerlestirilir. M.O. 609 yilinda
Assurlularm Harran’1 tekrar elegecirmek icin gosterdikleri caba sonug getirmez. Misir’in askeri destegine ragmen
Asurlular bu son savagi da kaybetmistir. Son Assur Kral1 Assuruballitt’in akibeti belli degildir. Assur’un son
kalesi Harran da artik tarih sahnesinden silinmistir.>® Bundan sonraki yillarda Babil egemenligi altina giren Harran
dini karakterini ve bunun yaninda siyasi agidan olmasa da kiiltiirel acidan Assurlu 6zelliklerini korumasin bilmistir.
Babil’in son krali Nabonid (M.O. 556-539) zamanida en parlak dénemini yagayan §eh1r yeniden insa edilerek
eski goriiniimiine kavusmustur.

Harran’in yeniden 6nem kazanmasinin baghca nedeni Nabonid’in annesidir. Annesi Addaguppi Sin Tapinagi
rahibesiyken Harran’in iggali iizerine bir yolunu bulup Babil’e kagmis ve sarayda onemli bir yer edinmistir. Oglu

26 J. N. Postgate a.g.e. 58 vd.

27 B. Hroda, Vorderasien I. Miinchen 1971, s.278.

28 J. N. Postgate, a.g.e., s.124.

29 A.e..s.124.

30 R. Labat, a.g.e. 96 vd.: J. B. Pritchard, Ancient Near Eastern Texts, Princeton 1969,.304 vd.: W. Orthmann Propylden Kunstgeschlchtc 14, Berlin
1975, 5.75. ; A. Scharff ve A. Moortgat, Agypten und Vorderasien im Altertum, Miinchen 1950, 426 vd. ‘
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Nabonid, Babil Saray1’nda biiyiiyerek, Babil krallarindan II. Nabukadnezar’in (M.O. 605-562) ve Neriglissar’mn
(M.O. 560-556) hizmetine girmistir. Saray i¢indeki bir i¢ ¢atismada rakiplerini ortadan kaldiran Nabonid, Babil
tahtim ele gecirmigtir. Saray i¢inde kralliga kadar yiikselmesinde annesi biiyiik rol oynam1§f1r. Addaguppi,
Assurbanipal donemini, yani Assur’un en parlak doneminde 22 y1l yagamis ve Assur’un son bagkenti Harran’da
bir iist diizey rahibesi olarak biiyiik capta deneyim kazanmistir.’! Gergek bir Assurlu olan ve bu 6zelligini higbir
zaman yitirmeyen Addaguppi, oglunu da aym dogrultuda yetistirmistir. Bu nedenle Nabonid, Babil Kral1 olarak
farkli bir politika uygulamaya ¢aligmigtir. Babil’in énemli tanrilari Marduk, Nabu, Nergal yerine Assur Imparatorluk
déneminin Sin, Samas, Istar gibi en ¢ok sayg1 goren tanrilarina egilimini agikca ortaya koymustur. Bu tanrilarin
icinde de annesinin tanrisi Sin’e, yani Harran’1n bag tanrisina 6zel ilgi gostermistir. Bu nedenle etki alam diginda
kalan Harran’1 ele gecirmis ve en kisa zamanda Harran’da imar faaliyetlerine baslanugtir.*? Harran’in bas tanrisima
kars! egilimini ve sevgisini acik bir sekilde ortaya koymasi ve bu dogrultuda yeni faaliyetlere girmesi, Babil din
adamlarini kizdirmis ve tepkilerine neden olmustur. Kendisinin din kurallarini ayaklan altina aldigi, kehanetleri
karigtirdig1 agik bir sekilde ifade edilmigtir. Tutucu Babil rahipleri i¢in Nabonid, artik tann tanimaz sagkin bir
fanatiktir. Hatta bir yerde iilkede hiikiim siiren aglik da kralin dini tutumuna baglanmigtir. Tiim bu nedenlerle
karsisina giiclii bir muhalefet ¢ikinca, Nabonid, Babil yonetimini ogluna birakarak iilkeyi terk etmistir. On yil
boyunca Arabistan’da siyasi ve ekonomik faaliyetlerde bulunduktan sonra, Pers Krali Kiros’un giiclenmesi ve
tilkeyi tehdit etmesi lizerine Babil’e geri donmiistiir. Yeniden Babil’de yonetimi ele alinca, ilk ig olarak daha
onceden Babil’e getirilen Sin, Nusku ve eslerinin heykellerini Harran’a merasim alaylari refakatinde geri
gotlirmiistiir. Sin Tapinag1 Ehulhul’da gorkemli ayinler yapilmig, Harran biiyiik kutlamalara sahne olmustur.

Fakat Harran’in bu mutlulugu fazla devam etmemis, Persler 539 yilinda Dicle nehrinin iki tarafindan giineye
inerek bagta Babil olmak iizere tiim iilkeyi ele gecirmistir. Bu arada esir aliman Nabonid’in akibeti mechul kalmistur.
Nabonid yénetiminden nefret eden Babil halki, Kiros’u bir kurtarici gibi biiyiik coskuyla karsilamistir.>?

Harran ve Harran Ovasi, bundan sonraki yillarda Perslerin, Biiyiik Iskender’in, Partlarin siyasi hakimiyetini kabul
etmek zorunda kalmistir. Daha sonraki donemlerde Nasturiler ve Hristiyanlarin da yasadigi Harran, M.S. 640
yillarinda Hz. Omer zamaninda lyaz Bin Ganim komutasindaki bir ordu tarafindan savasmadan alindiktan sonra,
Harran’da Islami Dénem baglamig ve 600 yildan fazla bir zaman devam etmistir. M.S. 744-750 yillan arasinda
Emeviler’e bagkentlik yapan Harran’da ayrica Abbasiler, Artuklular; Zengiler gibi beylikler ve Selguklular hiikiim
stirmiigtiir. Eyyubiler déneminde bolgede bulunan Haglilara devamli seferler yapilmigtir. 1260 yilinda Mogol
isgali sirasinda tamamen yikilan Harran, bir daha eski parlak giinlerine geri donememis, bu tarihten itibaren hem
ekonomik, hemde siyasi 6nemini Edessa’ya, yani Sanlurfa’ya devretmigtir.34

STRATEJIK KONUMU

Harran ve ovas1 Asya i¢lerini Dogu Akdeniz ile birlestiren ve Giineydogu Anadolu’nun Suriye simurina paralel
olarak dogu-bati istikametinde uzanan iinlii “Kral Yolu” iizerinde bulunmaktadir. Eski Cag’n en erken dénemlerinden
itibaren kullanilan bu yol, Assur Imparatorlugu zamaninda farkli bir diizenlemeye sahne olmug, Harran Sarri -
adryla devlet kontrolu ve garantisine sahip olmusgtur.

Bu yol ve bu yola bagh merkezler iizerinde arastirmalarda bulunan K.Kessler, Giineydogu Anadolu, Assur
merkezlerine ve bu merkezleri birbirine baglayan yol sistemlerine biiyiik ¢apta aciklik getirmistir. Belli araliklarla
kurulan askeri karakollar sayesinde bu yollar siyasi ve ticari girisimlere biiyiik bir rahatlik getirmis olmalidir.
Belli mesafelerde at ve araba degistirme suretiyle resmi haberlesmelerde de Harran Sarri biiyiik bir siirat
saglamugtir.*> Bu yollarm dig goriiniimleri hakkinda fazla bilgimiz yoktur. Ancak Forbes, biiyiik merkezler arasinda
giinimiizde oldugu gibi yollarm daha genis oldugunu, hatta kismen de tas kaph olduklarini diisiinmektedir.3¢

31 J.B. Pritchard, Ancient Near Eastern Texts, Princeton 1969, 560 vd.

32 R. Labat, a.g.c., s.104. . '

33 A.e., 108 vd.; A. Scharff ve A. Moortgat, a.g.e., 453 vd.; H. Klengel, Kulturgeschichte des alten Vorderasien, Berlin 1989, 395 vd.; J. Oates, Babylon,
London 1986, 131 vd.

34 N. Yardimci, “Harran”, Eczacibagi Sanat Ansiklopedisi 2. Istanbul 1997, 5.759; V. Hell ve H. Hell, Tiirkei I, Stuttgart 1981, 229;
N. Yardimei, “Harran Kazilar” Tiirk Tarth Kurumu, Ankara 1990, 5.720.

35 K. Kessler, Untersuchungen zur historischen Topographie Nordmesopotamiens, Wiesbaden 1980, 183 vd.

36 R. Forbes, Studies in Ancient Tecnology I, Leiden 1955, s.135.
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Devlet kontrolu altindaki bu tiir yollar, dogrudan dogruya biiyiik merkezlerin yakinindan gegmektedir. Yakin olan
merkezler bu yola biiyiik bir 6zenle baglanmis, bu sekilde yolun gereksiz yere uzamasi énlenmistir.

Harran’nin iizerinde bulundugu “Kral Yolu”, Assur Bolgesinden eski ad1 Nasibina olan Nusaybin’e ulagmakta,
buradan Kiziltepe iizerinden Urfa Bolgesi’ne yonelmektedir. Eski adi Guzana olan Tell Halaf’a ulasan yol, buradan
Balihu’ya®” uzanmaktadir. Balihu, Harran Ovasmin giineyinde, Suriye topraklan iizerinde aranmug, fakat giiniimiize
kadar ¢ok farkli tekliflere kargin tam olarak lokalize edilememistir.>® Harran Ovasmin ve Harran’1n énemi bu yol
giizergéh takip edildiginde tekrar ortaya ¢ikmaktadir. Bu yol, yani Harran Sarri, Balihu’dan dogrudan dogruya
batiya devam edecegi yerde, kuzeye yonelerek Harran Ovast igine girmekte ve Harran’a ulasmaktadir. Yolun
kuzeye yoneltilerek uzatilmasi ancak ovanin ve Harran’in ekonomik ve sratejik 6nemiyle agiklanabilir. Harran
ayrica 6nemli bir ticaret merkezidir.3® “Kral Yolu”, Harran’dan tekrar giineye yonelmekte ve batida bulunan Til
Barsip iizerinden Akdeniz’e ulasmaktadir.*?

Bunun yaninda Harran’dan kuzeye devam eden daha bagka yollar bulunmaktadir. Bu yollar batiya kivrilarak Firat
iizerinden Orta Anadolu i¢lerine kadar uzanmaktadir. Assur Ticaret Kolonileri Devri’nde de Assurlu tiiccarlar
bu yolu kullanmislardar !

Suriye steplerine ag¢ik olan Harran Ovast bir taraftan “Kral Yolu” ile hem Dogu Akdeniz, hem de Mezopotamya
icleriyle baglanti i¢inde olurken, diger taraftan Anadolu igine uzanan konumuyla giiney bolgelerini Anadolu ile
birlestirmektedir. Bu nedenle de son derece dnemli sratejik bir konuma sahiptir.

KAZI VE ARASTIRMA TARIHI

Harran ve Harran Ovasi ¢ok sayida gezgin tarafindan ziyaret edilmistir. Bunlar arasinda Sachau ve Preusser’in
izlenimleri 6nem tagir. 1906 yilinda Pagnon’un bu bolgede yaptig1 gezi sirasinda, birisi Sanlurfa’nin 21 km
dogusundaki Anaz Hoyiik’de bulunan ve Yeni Assur Devri’nin ge¢ sathasina tarihlendirilen, digeri ise Harran i
6 km kuzeydogusundaki Eski Harran’da bulunan Yeni Babil Dénemi ne tarihlendirilen iki stel bulunmustur.*?

Harran Ovasinda ilk sistemli kazilar 1950 yilinda Ingliz Akeoloji Enstitiisii tarafindan baslatilmus* ve 1950-1951,
1956 ve 1959 yillarinda kazilar siirdiiriilmiistiir. Bu kazilar S. Lloyd, W. Brice, S. Rice ve J.B. Segal tarafindan
gerceklestirilmig, daha ¢ok Ulu Camii ¢evresinde yogunlagmigtir. Daha ¢ok islami kalintilarin ortaya ¢ikarildiga
bu kazilar sirasinda yazitlar ve steller tespit edilmigtir. Bu buluntular nedeniyle Ehulhul’un Ulu Camii gevresinde
bulunabilecegi ileri siiriilmektedir. Ayrica derin bir sondaj gukurunda M.O. 3 bin tabakalarna inilmistir. Buradan
¢ikan malzeme U. Moortgat-Correns tarafindan Tell Huera kiiltiir ¢evresine baglanmistir.** Harran ve Eski
Harran’da ele gegen steller C.J. Gadd tarafindan filolojik agidan, J. Bérker-Klihn tarafindan sanat agisindan
degerlendirﬂ_mi§tir.45 Ozellikle steller iizerindeki kitabeler Nabonid Devri ve bu devrin sonlarina biiyiik ¢apta
agiklik getirmektedir. Bunlarin diginda British Museum’daki Yeni Babil steli de biiyiik bir olasihkla Harran
kékenlidir. Bu stelin buluntu durumu ve Ingiltere’ye gidis sekli belirsizdir.*®

Harran kazilan sirasinda Ingiliz Arkeoloji Enstitiisii, Urfa’min 16 km giineydogusundaki Sultantepe’de de N.
Gokge ve S. Lloyd bagkanhklarinda kaziya baglamistir. Bu kazilar sonucunda Roma, Helenistik ve Assur tabakalar
aciga cikarilmustir. M.O. 7. yiizyila tarihlenen Yeni Assur tabakasinda ele gegen tablet arsivi daha ¢ok edebi ve
dini metinlerden olugsmaktadir. Bunun yaninda bazi eponim adlart da tespit edilmistir.*” Ayni program iginde bir
stelin bulunmast iizerine®® N. Gokee ve S, Lloyd, Harran’in 10 km kuzeyindeki AsagiYarimca’da da kisa siireli

37 Balihu aym1 zamanda Harran Ovasi iginde devam eden Firat’mn Balih kolunun eski adidir.

38 K. Kessler, a.g.e., 201 vd.

39 J. N. Postgate, “Harran”, Reallexikon der Assyriologie 4, 1972-1975, 5.123.

40 Krs. K. Kessler a.g.e., Harita VIIL

41 A. Goetze, Kulturgeschichte des alten Orients, Miinchen 1957, 5.73.

42 H. Pognon, a.g.e., Nr. 1 (Eski Harran) ve Nr. 59. (Anaz Hoyiigii)

43 S. Lioyd ve W. Brice, “Harran”. Anatolian Studies 1. 1951, 88 vd.; D.S. Rlce ‘Medlval Harran” Anatolian Studles I. 1952, 36 vd,;
ILN, September 21. 1957, 466 vd.

44 K. Prag, a.g.e., 63 vd.; U. Moortgat-Correns, a.g.e., 42 vd.

45 C.J. Gadd, a.g.e., 35 vd.; J. Borker-Klahn, Altvorderasmtlsche Bildstelen und Vergleichbare Felsrehefs Mainz 1982. 229 vd.

46 W. Orthmann, a.g.e., 8.326, Nr. 251.

47 S. Lloyd ve N. Gokge, “Sultantepe”, Anatolian Studies III. 1953, 27 vd.

48 B.J. Gadd, “Note on the Stele of Asagi Yarimca”, Anotalian Studies I, 1951, 108 vd.; J. Boérker-Klahn, age 8.210, Nr.206.’
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bir kaz1 yapmustir. Ingiliz Arkeoloji Enstitiitiisii ayrica Harran cevresinde ve Tektek daglarinda daha ¢ok Orta
Cag kalintilarina yonelik kisa siireli bir ylizey arastirmasi yapmustir.

1983 yilinda Harran Hoyiikte tarafimizdan baslatilan kazilarimiz devam etmektedir. Harran’da iist tabakada
yapilan kazilarda M.S. 7-13 yy.larda siirekli iskan goren Islami Déneme ait biiyiik bir kent kalintis1 agiga
cikarilmigtir. Bu doneme ait kent planlamalari, mimari, sosyal ve kiiltiirel yasama ait bilgi ve belgeler elde
edilmistir. Tung Caglarina tarihlenen Suriye uslubunda pigmis topraktan yapilmis figiirin ve figiirin baglar1, Eski
Assur Doénemine tarihlenen (M.O. 19.yy) bir silindir miihiir bulunmustur. Yeni Babil Dénemine ait Nabonid
zamanna tarihlenen (M.O. 555-539) civi yazili pismis toprak tablet*” ve mimari pargalar ile Sin Mabedi’ne ait
cok miktarda adak kitabelerine raslanmugtir.® Ayrica Islami Doneme ait gesitli buluntular elde edilmistir. Harran
kazi ¢aligmalart hoyiigiin yani sira camide, surlarda ve i¢ kalede gergeklestirilmistir. Bu ¢alismalar sirasinda
104x107 m olgiilerindeki iilkemizde Islam Mimarisi tarzinda yapilmis en eski cami olan Ulu Cami daha 6nce
bilinmeyen boliimleriyle agia ¢ikarilmigtir. Bu kaz1 ¢aligmalarinda elde edilen buluntular Sanliurfa Miizesinde
sergilenmektedir.

1995 yilinda Sanlurfa’nin 4 km giineydogusunda bulunan Kazene Hoyiik 'te Virginia Universitesi adina Patricia
Wattenmaker tarafindan baslatilan kazilar siirmektedir.>!

Goriildiigii gibi Harran ve ovasi tarihi kaynaklar, bolgenin cografi konumu ve gergeklestirilen bilimsel ¢alismalar
degerlendirildiginde kiiltiir tarihi a¢isindan biiyiik 6nem tasimaktadir. Bolgede yiiriitiillen ¢aligmalar ya ¢ok kisa
stireli olmug yada ¢ok sinirh alanlan kapsamistir. Neolitik Devir’den giiniimiize kadar yiizlerce yerlesime sahip
olan bdlgenin ayrintili bir sekilde aragtirilmasi sart olmustur. Bu nedenle Harran kazisinin yanisira Harran Ovasinm
yerlesim yerleri tarafimizdan ayrmtili bir sekilde aragtirlmistir. Bu yayinda, bu aragtirmalarin tiim sonuglari
yayinlanmaktadir.

CALISMA YONTEMI
Harran Ovasi arkeolojik yiizey arastirmasinda éncelikli olarak iki konu amaglanmugtir.

1. Harran Ovasinin merkezi bir yerinde konumlanmis olan Harran Hoyiik’te yillardan beri siirdiiriilmekte olan
kazi ¢alismalarini tamamlayacak ¢evre kiiltiiriinii aragtirmak.

2. Yogun tarmm yapilan, ¢ok az bir béliimiinde yer alt1 suyu kullanilan Harran Ovasinda bugiin Giineydogu Anadolu
Projesi (GAP) ¢aligmalar1 sonucunda sulu tarima gegilmistir. Projeyle birlikte bolgeye gelen fiziksel, ekonomik
ve niifus degigikliginin elbette ki bolgedeki gegmis ve yasamakta olan kiiltiirii de ¢ok hizli ve yogun bir sekilde
etkileyecegi diisiincesiyle, sulama alaninda kalan ¢ok zengin ge¢mis kiiltiir birikiminin bir tespitinin yapilmasi
(kiiltiir envanterinin gikarilmasi), bu sonuca uygun olarak gelecek yillarda, kaybedilecegini diisiindiiglimiiz kiiltiir
degerlerinin, hi¢ olmazsa gelecek kugaklara belgelerinin birakilmasi ve nelerin yok oldugunun bilinmesi
amaclanmistir.

Bu amag dogrultusunda Harran Ovasi Yiizey Aragtirmalarini gerceklestirdigimiz alan, Kuzeyde Mardin-Sanlurfa -
karayolu, Doguda Tektek Daglari, Giineyde Suriye sinir1, Batida yine ovanin bitimi ile daglarin bagladigi alan
ile simirlanmigtir. Kuzeyde Mardin yolundan giineydeki Suriye smirma 50 km, ortada dogu-bat1 dogrultusunda
en genis yerinde 42 km olan ova, yaklasik 2000 km?lik bir alandir. Calismalarimiz 6ncelikle Harran Hoyiik’te
baslamis, Harran Hoyiik’iin kendisi 0 kod numaras ile numaralandirlarak paftalardaki kiiltiir dagiliminda kolay
goriiniim ve buluntularda ifade kolaylig1 icin tesbit sirasina uyularak, 1 ile 207 numara arasinda isimlendirilmistir.
Ovada daha 6nce GAP ¢aligmalar1 sonucunda tiim alanin 6lgiilmils ve nirengi aglarimin kurulmug olmasi
calismalarimiza oldukga yardimer olmus, bulunabilen her yerlesim alanimi gercek memleket koordinatlari ile tespit
edebilme olanagi saglanmigtir. Hemen hemen tiim hoéyiiklerin iizerinde bulunan nirengi noktalarinin degerleri
Sanliurfa ili Toprak Reformu Miidiirliigii’nden alinarak, yapilan slciimlerde, bu degerler kullamilmustir. Uzerinde
nirengi noktalart bulunamayan hoyiikler de gercek degerlerin getirilebilmesi ¢ok zaman alacag: diisiincesiyle

49 N. Yardimei, “Harran” XXXIV. Uluslararas: Assiriyoloji Kongresi. Ankara 1998, 167 vd.; “1989 Yili Harran Kazilan” XII. Kaz1 Sonuglari
Toplantist, II. Ankara 1991, 363 vd.

50 N. Yardimci, “1989 Y1l Harran Kazilan” XII. Kazi Sonuglart Toplantis1 II. Ankara 1991, 5.364.; - “Excavations, Surveys and Restoration Works at
Harran” Between the Rivers and Over the Mountains. Roma 1993, 443 vd. )

51 P. Wattenmaker “Kazene Hoyiik 1995 Excavations at an Early City”. XVIII. Kaz1 Sonuglan Toplantisi I, Ankara 1997, 81 vd.
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serbest koordinatlar ve 1/25000 &lgekli paftalardan alinan tepe noktas: kotlar ile dlgtimleri yapilmstir. Ancak
baz1 hoyiiklerin tamamen tesviye edilerek tarla olarak kullanildigi, bazilarimin da tamamiyla bugiinkii kdy yerlesimi
altinda kaldig1 goriildiigiinden bu hdyiiklerde dl¢tim yapilamamaigtir. '

Harran Ovasinin tamaminin dl¢iilmiis ve haritalarin yapilmi§ olmasindan da yararlanarak tiim tesbitlerimizde
memleket koordinatlar1 ve deniz yiikseklikleri kullanildi. Ulkemizin tiimiinde kullanilabilir, en biiyiik 6lgekli
paftalar olmasi nedeniyle hoyiiklerin lokalize edilmesinde 1/25000 6lcekli pafta isimleri kullamilmugtir. Olgii
noktasi (nirengi) bulamadigimiz héyiiklerin kot ve koordinatlarini yine bu paftalardan ortalama olarak alinmus,
gercek nirengi koordinatlar ile paftalarindan alinan koordinatlarin yukar1 (X) degerleri arasinda, paftalarda
ortalama 1600 m’lik agsagiya (giineye) dogru bir kaymanin oldugu bilinmektedir. Hoyiiklerin 1/25000 &lgekli
paftalarinda yapilacak okumalarla bizim tespitlerimizde verdigimiz koordinatlar karsilagtirildiginda bu kaymalar
dikkate alinmalidir.

Calismalarimiz sirasinda ovada hemen hemen tiim héyiiklerde bulunan nirengi noktalarmin degerlerinden
faydalanildi. Uzerinde nirengi noktalar1 bulunmayan hoyiiklerde, gergek degerler bulunmadigi i¢in serbest
koordinatlarla, 1/25000 6lgekli paftalardaki tepe kotlar1 baz almarak Slgiimleri yapildi. Olgiimleri yapilan héyiiklerin
yayilim alanlari m? olarak hesapland, giiniimiiz ova kotu baslangi¢ alinarak kesitleri ¢izildi, hacimleri m> olarak
verildi. Bunlarin ayrintilar: her hoyiigiin topografik kesit ve plan ¢izimlerinde gosterildi.

Harran Ovasi iilkemizin en az meyilli, en az engebeli ovalarindan biridir. Kuzeyden giineye dogru al¢almakta,
kuzeyde Mardin yolu yakinlarinda yaklagik 470 m kotunda olan ovanin baslangici, giineyde Suriye sinirinda
ortalama 345 metreye inmektedir. Tiim ovadaki meyil fark: ortalama 125 m kadardir. Kuzeyden giineye %o 2
meyilli bir diizlem olusturan Harran Ovasinin icerisinde bu diizlemi bozacak hoyiiklerin disinda higbir dogal
engebe bulunmamaktadir. Herhangi bir yerlesim altinda kalmamig ve birkag metre yiikseklik veren hoyiikleri
ufuk ¢izgisine kadar kesintisiz gorebilmekteyiz. Cok yogun bir kiiltiir birikimini barimdiran ovada Y=480000-
X=4061000, Y=480000-X=4116000, Y=517000-X=4116000, Y=517000-X=40610000 koordinatlar1 arasinda
kalan yaklasik 2000 km? lik alanda, 208 hoyiik ve eski yerlesim alanimn tespit edilmesi bu kiiltiir yogunlugunun
matematiksel olarak kanitidir.

Bu giine kadar sadece kuru tarim yapilan, bitki 6rtiisii bulunmayan, yazlan sicak ve kurak, kiglar1 az yagish ve
1lik bir iklime sahip Harran Ovasinda kiiltiirel birikim tahribi iilkemizin diger bolgelerine oranla oldukca iyi bir
sansa sahipti. Ciinkii hoyiiklerin herhangi bir sekilde yok edilmesi fazla ekonomik bir getiri saglamiyordu, iizerinde
yasayan giiniimiiz insam1 hoyiiklerin eteklerini kendi yerlesimi, tepelerini de mezarlik olarak kullantyorlarda.
Ovanin kiiltiirel korunmasindaki bu ayricalik, GAP’la gelen sulu tarim sonucunda hizla degismeye baglamigtir.
Bugiin iklim daha nemli, bitki oOrtiisii ise yavas yavag degismektedir. En kotiisii de sulu tarima gegilmesi ile
hoyiiklerin kullamilmasi insanlar i¢in artik biiyiik bir getiri haline gelmistir. Ovada her yil katlanarak artan toprak
degeri, ekonomik verimlilikle artan insan yogunlugu, kullanimda gelisen cesitlilik, bugiine kadar oldukca iyi
korunabilmis kiiltiir mirasini her giin ivmesi artan yok olma tehlikesi ile kars1 karsiya birakmaktadir. Tesbitini
yaptigimiz hdyiiklerde, dogal tahribin disinda tesviye edilerek sulanabilen tarla haline getirilmesi, kanal agimi
gibi nedenlerle yogun bir kiiltlir erozyonunun baglamis oldugunu gozlemledik. Bir yil dnce tespitini yapip dlgiilerini
aldigumiz hoyiiklerin, ikici yil sifir egimli pamuk tarlast haline geldigini gordiik.

Bu genig alanda yapilan toplamalar sonucu, her hoyiikte elde edilen buluntular temsil ettikleri donemlere gore
siuflandirilarak, “cok az”, “az”, “yogun agirhikli” deyimleri ile gii¢lendirilmigtir. Ayrica her ddnem, hazirlanmaig
olan kiiltiirel yayilim tablolarinda gosterilmigtir. Tiim ovanin genel jeolojik ve kiiltiirel yapist, jeolojik ve topografik
yapinin kiiltiir birikimi ve yerlesim dagilimina olasi etkileri ile birlikte 208 hoyiigiin birbirlerine olan baglantilar:

ve Harran merkezi ile olan konumlar da degerlendirilmistir.
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SONUC

Mezopotamya’ya agilan bir kap1 durumundaki, Anadolu platosu ile giineydeki diizliikler arasindaki iliskiyi saglayan
bu bolgede, Mezopotamya kiiltiirleri ile ¢caglar boyu i¢ ige yasamus olan, sadece Anadolu i¢in degil tiim Onasya
kiiltiir tarihi agismdan biiyiik 6nem tagiyan Harran Ovasinda yaptigimiz yiizey ara§t1rmalar1 sonucunda, iilkemizde
ilk defa olarak tespiti yapilan tiim hdyiiklerin genel bir paftasi hazirlanmis ve yiizeyde goriintii veren biitiin
hoyiiklerin tamami Slciilmiigtiir. Bu ¢calismalarda Harran Hoyiik dahil 208 adet yerlesme yeri tespit edilmistir.
Ovada Neolitik ¢caglardan basglayarak M.S. 13.yy. kadar kesintisiz devam eden donemlere ait buluntular elde
edilmistir.

Neolitik donemin temsilcileri olan Kii¢iik Hedbe, Biiyiik Hedbe ve Emirler ile Harran, Tel Idris, Tel Gazene,
Yayvandoruk, Ambartepe, Tel Seyf, gibi merkezlerde olmak iizere ovada, ¢cok yogun ve yaygin olarak goriilen
Halaf kiiltiiriine ait buluntular elde edilmistir. Yaptigimiz aragtirmalar bu bolgedeki Halaf kiiltiiriiniin ¢ekirdek
bdlgesinin, dnceden samldig: gibi iilkemiz sinirlarinin giineyinde degil, daha kuzeyde, Dogu Toros yayinn iginde
Giineydogu Anadolu bdlgesinde oldugunu ortaya koymaktadir.

Harran Hoyiik ’te yaptigimiz kazilar sirasinda agiga c¢ikarilan ve Suriye uslubunda yapilmig olan pismis toprak
ciplak kadin figiirini ve figiirin baglar1 Tung ¢aglarinda Harran’in bolge ile iligkileri bakimindan da onemlidir.
Yine Hoyiikte agiga ¢ikarilan Eski Assur Donemine tarihlenen (M.O. 19.yy.) silindir miihiir ve uzmanlarca Yeni
Babil devrinde Nabonid Doénemi’ne tarihlenen tablet parcalari ile ¢ivi yazili adak kitabeleri®?, varlig1 bilinen
Harran’daki Sin Mabedi’ne ait bilgiler veren yazili belgeler olmasi bakimindan, énemli olmustur, Harran Hoyiikte,
son yapilan kazilarda, Halaf Kiiltiirii’ne ait buluntular ag1ga ¢ikarilmustir,>?

Diinya’da ilk defa Hz. Ibrahim zamaninda tek tanriya inanan Harran’m, M.S. 640 ylllannda Islam hakimiyetine
girmesiyle birlikte, biitlin ovada yogun bir islam kiiltiiriiniin yaygin oldugu goriilmiigtiir. Yiizey aragtirmalarimizda
hemen hemen her hoyiikte Islami Dénem’e ait ¢esitli buluntular elde edilmistir. Harran kazilarinda I. tabakada
bulunan Islami Dénem’e tarihlenen buluntulardan Eyyubi Dénemi’ne tarihlenen sirh ve sirsiz seramiklerin cok
yiiksek teknikte yapildigi, dolayisiyla sanatin doruk noktasia ulasildig: anlagilmigtir.

Bu yayin ile sulama projesiyle birlikte ovadaki hoyiiklere kadar gelen sularin, hdyiiklerde ve yakin ¢evrelerde
sulu tarim yapilmasi ile baglayan ve devam etmekte olan kiiltiir erozyonu sonucu yok olmas1 muhtemel héyiiklerin
bugiinkii durumlar, igerdikleri kiiltiir tabakalan hakkindaki bilgi ve belgeler, bizden sonraki kugaklara aktanlmaktadar.

52 N. Yardimci, “1989 Y1l Harran Kazilan”, XII. Kazi Sonuglan Toplantis: II, Ankara 1991, 364 vd., Res’.‘11-13.
53 Kitap yayimna hazirlanirken, 2003 yili kazilarinda, s6z konusu buluntular a¢iga ¢ikarilmigtir.
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY IN THE HARRAN PLAIN

INTRODUCTION

The site of Harran appears in ancient Anatolian sources as Harranu (M) as well as (#7i) KASKAL (KI). This
Accadian name for the city and the region translates as “caravan route” and may be interpreted as describing the
settlement as a station on an important trade route. The site is designated by the consonants /rn in Aramaic and
Hebrew, was written Carrhae in Roman times, and appeared again as Harran in the Middle Ages. Still known
today as Harran, the site now first brings to mind the unique beehive-like domed houses of the local inhabitants.!
After the founding of the Republic of Turkey, the city was recognized first as a county seat and then as a township;
for a short while it went under the name of Altinbasak (altinbasak = golden spike of grain). This prominent
community also gave its name to the plain in which it lies. The Plain of Harran, bordered on the east by the Tektek
mountains and on the west by a series of low hills, lies to the south of the modern province capital Sanlrfa. To
the south the plain opens onto the sparsely vegetated highlands of Syria. Covering some 2000 km?, the plain is
blanketed with a rich alluvial soil that sets it apart as the most fertile plain in the highlands of southeastern Anatolia.
Although before the introduction of irrigation, the Harran Plain supported mainly legumes and cereal crops, the
fertility of the soil is adequate for nearly all fruits and vegetables; husbandry is practiced as well.

Situated some 400 m above sea level, the Plain of Harran was until recently characterized by a steppe-like climate,
receiving less than 400 mm annual precipitation. From prehistoric times throughout antiquity, however, the region
must have been considerably more productive agriculturally, for the climate was then much more humid than
today; there was richer vegetation and more water available for irrigation. Gradual disappearance and removal
of the natural ground cover in more recent times has also exaggerated the natural climatic change and noticeably
decreased the population of the plain.

The stream of the Cullab, originating in the high mountainous regions north of Sanhurfa, flows southward across
the Plain of Harran to meet the Balih in Syria and flow into the River Euphrates at Ar Rakka. The Cullab and
its smaller tributaries provide the primary source of water for the plain. In ancient times not only the city of Harran
but the other settlements within the plain as well must have derived even greater benefits from these streams,
probably using some of the water to irrigate nearby fields. Today it is difficult for us to picture the great prosperity
of the Harran Plain in ancient times.

This fertile plain extending northward into Anatolia from the flat steppes of northern Syria brought its ancient
inhabitants not only strategic, but economic advantages as well.”> Over long millennia the fertility of the soil
encouraged settlement and continuously supported masses of settlers in countless settlements. These volumes
present a detailed catalogue of all the sites known today in the Plain of Harran. Settlement in the region began
at least as early as Aceramic Neolithic times, as witnessed by the numerous Aceramic sites in the north near
Sanlwrfa; following these early sites, which typically reflect the tenth through and eighth millennia BC, habitation
in the Harran Plain can be followed without break, indeed flourishing into the 13 century AD.

THE POLITICAL GEOGRAPHY OF
THE HARRAN PLAIN

One most important source for the political geography of the Plam of Harran is the eponymous stele of Bel-u-
balat (814 BC) listing the Turtan provincial officials’ of King Samsiadad (824-811 AD) of the Late Assyrian
period. The communities listed upon this stele were within or bordering upon the Plain of Harran.*

The most important site on the stele was that of the capital Harran (recorded as Harranu). This represents what
is today the county seat of Harran, 44 km southeast of Sanhurfa. The site was first identified by a stele earlier

N. Yardimci. “Harran”, Eczacibagi Sanat Ansiklopedisi 2. Istanbul 1997, 758.

J. N. Postgate, “Harran”, Reallexikon der Assyriologie 4, 1972-1975, 122f.

The Turtan of the Late Assyrian period were respected and powerful officials, not only entrusted with command of the royal troops, but second only to
the King in authority and matters of protocol. In the most important provinces they served as military governors.

R. Labat, Fischer Weltgeschichte 4, Hamburg 1967, 39; E. Forrer, Die Provinzeinteilung des assyrischen Reiches, Leipzig 19%_0, 21.
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY IN THE HARRAN PLAIN

found by the traveler H. Pognon in 1906 at “Old Harran,” some six kilometers to the northeast.’
At first contested, the site of the city of Harran was later definitively clarified by the recovery of inscriptions®
specifying “Ehulhul,” a famous temple in the metropolis of Harran. In the recent excavations underway at Harran
since 1983,” we have uncovered many more written references to the temple of Ehulhul,? translated and dated
to the period of the Babylonian King Namonid (555-539 BC) by the Sumerologist Veysel Donbaz. Harran, situated
on the Royal Road, was not only an important center during the Assyrian period, but the local administrative
capital as well, the seat of a Turtan.

Assyrian sources confirm that another important center within the province of Harranu was Huzurina, which has
been identified with the site of Sultantepe some 16 km southeast of Sanlurfa.” At this site an archive of the Late
Assyrian period was discovered in the excavations of S. Lloyd and N. Gokge.!? Huzurina, mentioned frequently
in documents of the Late Assyrian period, is also known from the Middle Assyrian period, when a military
campaign under Adadnirari IT (912-891 BC) reached as far as this city.'! The outpost later served as a starting
point for Assyrian campaigns headed northward. One of these was that of Assurnasipal II (884-858 BC) in 866;
starting from Huzurina, the troops crossed the Euphrates and continued northward into the land of the Nairi.
According to E. Forrer, the city of Huzurina was then towards the end of the Late Assyrian period absorbed into
a newly established Assyrian province in the north of the plain.!? Another important site ‘within the plain was that
of Duru, which Forrer has identified with the mound of Anaz (Anaz Hoyiigii), 21 km east of Sanlurfa.!> A stele
dating towards the end of the Late Assyrian period was found on the mound by H. Pognon as early as 1906. The
inscription informs us that this settlement under the administration of a certain Musezibsamas was called Duru.'*
With the Assyrian province of Harran now divided into two, the city of Harran was now the administrative center
of one of the two provinces occupying the north of the Harran Plain.!> A city of great import in the southern
reaches of the plain, which extended into what is now Syria, was Balihu. We know from written records that it
was from Balihu that the Royal Road veered northward toward the city of Harran; nevertheless, the city itself
has never been conclusively identified although several sites have been proposed as candidates.!®

Other unidentified centers in the plain went by the names of Zallu, Tabiti, and Belbani. Aside from the fact that
they lay in the Harran Plain, we know very little about them and cannot pinpoint their locations. While most of
the settlements of this period are referred to as “cities,” the associated center Belbani is distinguished by an
appellation denoting a “country,” a nation or city-state.

Also unclear remains the relationship between the city of Harran and that of Nahur, which is believed to have
lain eastward of Harran. Nahur is known for its great wooden columns cut from trunks of cedar. In the campaign
of Hanigalbat during the reign of Adadnirari I (1307-1275 BC), these columns were carried off as booty and
reused in the construction of the palace at Assur. Later, King Tukultininurta I (1244-1208 BC) had these same
columns removed from the palace to use in his own palace and administrative headquarters known as “Kar-
Tukultininurta.” That the city of Nahur originally possessed such impressive and coveted cedar columns would
indicate that the city boasted exceptional power and a source of wealth.

Thus from inscriptions and other written documents the significance of the many settlements in the Plain of Harran
becomes obvious. Even though we have been able to pinpoint only very few of these ancient centers, the plain
is stamped with historical character. From our surface survey at Harran and in the surrounding territory we have
Halafian and Ubeid pottery, some found only some 500 meters from the mound itself, indicating that occupation
in the region dates back into the fifth millennium BC. Although documentation of settlement at Harran can be
traced back through written sources and the early excavations at the site, as evaluated by K. Prag, only to the third

5 C.J. Gadd, “The Harran Inscriptions of Nabonidus”, Anatolian Studies VIII (1958) 35f.
6 Gadd, Op. cit., pp. 46f.
7 N. Yardime, “Harran 19837, VI. Kazi Sonuclar Toplantisi (Ankara 1985) 79f.
8 These represent votive inscriptions found near the site of the temple Ehulhul, i.e., the great temple of the god Sin at Harran: N. Yardimci, 1989 Yili
Harran Kazilan”, XII. Kazi Sonuclar Toplantis: 11 (Ankara 1991) 364f with figs. 11-12.
9 K. Kessler, Untersuchungen zur historischen Topographie Nordmesopotamiens (Wiesbaden 1980) 26, 128.
10 Cf. “Archaeological Work in Turkey”, Anatolian Studies I1 (1952) 13f., as well as S. Lloyd-N. Gokge, “Sultantepe”, Anatolian Studies 111 (1953) 27f.
11 Kessler, Op. cit., p. 216.
12 E. Forrer, Die Provinzeinteilung des Assyrischen Reiches, (Leipzig 1920), 108f.
13 Forrer, Op. cit., p. 22.
14 H. Pognon, Inscriptions sémitiques de la Syrie, de la Mésopotamie et de la région de Mossoul (Paris 1907) 106f, no. 59f.
15 Forrer, Op. cit., pp. 108. '
16 Suggested locations are listed in Kessler, Op. cit. pp. 201f.
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millennium BC,!” this is but a temporary boundary; our knowledge is limited not only by the scant area excavated
but also by the limited depth of the previous sondages, which did not reach virgin soil. Our excavations as well
have reached only to levels of occupation dating to the third millennium BC.!8 In general, these finds correspond
to and complement material recovered at Tell Huera in northern Syria. 19 The first written source mentioning
Harran likewise dates to the mid-third millennium: the Ebla document concerning an offering to the gods made
at Ebla by the queens of Emar and Harran.?°

Although the city of Harran appears only occasionally in documents from the Early Assyrian period, we have
enough evidence from the Old Babylonian period to assure us that it had by then been established as an important
base of trade. Harran is mentioned in the texts, as well as a King Asditakim, the extent of whose authority we
know little about.”! We do know, however, that within Zimrilim’s reign at Mari a temple to the god Sin was
established at Harran under Asditakim. Here a treaty was signed, calling upon the god as witness. With the
extension of the main east-west trade route (the Royal Road) northward into the plain, Harran now prospered
even more. All the trade entering Anatolia from Mesopotamia and Syria now passed nearby, bringing a new
dynamism to the city.

At the end of the Early Assyrian period the plain of Harran, like the other regions of northern Mesopotamia, fell
under control of the Hurri and Mitanni. An agreement (ca. 1355 BC) between the Hurri/Mitanni King Mattivaza
and Shuppiluliuma I (1380-1340 BC) of the Hittites calls to witness a whole pantheon of deities, including Sin.
Thus we know that the god Sin, as well as his temple at Harran, was also recognized both by the Hurri/Mitanni
and the Hittites. Following a squabble over the throne, Mattivaza was forced out of the palace and took refuge
with the Hittites. With the attempt of Piyassili, son of the Hittite King Shuppﬂuhuma I, to restore Mattivaza to
the throne, Harran became the scene of a great battle. The Hittite forces vanquished the Mitanni here after a fierce
clash, and following this victory, at Piya$§ili’s command Was$ukanni took charge of the city.?? During the
following years, however, the Hittite kings became so involved in their great struggle against Egypt that the
Mitanni were left on their own. Taking advantage of this opportunity, the Assyrian kings won over the Mitanni,
usurping their entire territory. At this time Harran was occupied. Mention of Harran the city as well as the region
in general next appears in association with kings of Middle Assyrian times: Adadnirari I (1307-1275 BC) and
Salmanassar I (1274-1245 BC). In this period Harran and the neighboring regions were under Aramaean rule and
thus subjected to raids by the Assyrian kings who were seeking an open route to the west. Following the first
inroads of Adadnirari I, Harran was coerced into accepting Assyrian domination. 23 Continuing its struggle against
Assyrian control, the region of Harran was invaded time and time again over the following years. All the territory
from Harran to Carcamish, for example, was overrun and claimed during the campaigns of Salmanasar I. 24
Tiglatpileser I (1117-1077 BC) and his son ASsurbekala (1074-1057) both ravaged the region (KUR KASKAL-
ni), which they are then said to have used as hunting grounds. In spite of such military pressure, Assyria was
never able to gain stable political control over Harran. The fact that Harran is described in Assyrian sources
sometimes as a province and sometimes as a nation/city-state suggests at least semi-autonomous politics and a
population ethnically more closely related to the Aramaeans.” -

It would appear that Harran and the surrounding plain were finally incorporated into the Assyrian kingdom when
Tilbarsip fell into the hands of Salmanassar III (858-824 BC); until the collapse of the Assyrian kingdom, then,
Harran remained an Assyrian province, retaining its importance as a cult center.

The system of Assyrian provinces is best known from the fairly detailed documents related to Guzana, the province
neighboring Harran on the east; protocol must have been the same for Harran as well. The word of the local
province governor carried the authority of the king, and the subsidiary local authorities, both civil and military,
were responsible to him. Thus all authority, economic and political, was state-controlled. A portion of the economic
resources of the province (allotted amounts of manufactured products and crops, or their equivalent

17 K. Prag, “The 1959 Deep Sounding at Harran in Turkey”, Levant II (1970) 63f.

18 N. Yardimci, “Harran 1983”, VI. Kazi Sonuglar: Toplantis; (Ankara 1985) 89 with fig. 14, and
“1990 Yih Harran Kazi ve Restorasyon Calismalari”, XIII. Kazi Sonuglar: Toplantisi 11 (Ankara 1992) 438, fig. 14. and “Excavations, Surveys and
Restoration Works at Harran” Between the Rivers and Over the Mountains, Rome 1993, 446. Fig. 9.

19 U. Moortgat Correns, Die Bildwerke vom Djebelet el Beda (Berlin 1972) 42f.

20 A. Archi, “Trade and Administrative Practice: The Case Of Ebla”, Altor: ientalische For. schungen 20 (1993) 55.

21 H. Klengel, Geschichre Syriens im 2. Jahrtausand vor u. Zeit I: Naz dsyrien (Berlin 1965) 27; J.N. Postgate, “Harran”, Reallexikon der Assyriologie 4
(1972-75) 123.

22 H. Otten, Fischer Weltgeschichte 3 (Hamburg 1966) 133; Klengel, Op. cit., p. 52.

23 J.N. Postgate, Op. cit., p. 123.

24 E. Cassin, Fischer Weltgeschichte 3 (Hamburg 1966) 81.

25 J.N. Postgate, Op. cit., p. 122.
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in bullion) would be sent to the capital. In addition, the local government was responsible for the support of all
personnel at the disposal of the province: troops and civil servants along with their families. There was also a
standing army under federal command; battalions could be momentarily dispatched and shifted from garrison to
garrison, where the local province was responsible for their upkeep. Visiting officers and diplomats from the
capital would of course also be honored guests, well looked-after by the province.

The province governor was the official commander of the troops permanently stationed in the area. As well as
keeping law and order within the province, these troops serviced barracks for battalions passing through on military
campaigns, were responsible for controlling the borders, and undertook the important task of safeguarding traffic
along the Royal Road. Normally, everyone within the province, whether Assyrian or of local origin, was required
to pay taxes. Only the citizens of Assur and Harran, with their great cult sanctuaries, were exempt from this
taxation. Certain political privileges as well (distinct in each city) were enjoyed by the residents of Assur and
Harran. The political uprising caused by the Assyrian King Salmanassar V (726-722 BC) when he attempted to
abolish these privileges of the two sacrosanct cities resulted in the death of the king himself. To stem further
chaos, the first act of his successor, Sargon II, was to restore the traditional privileges to residents of the two
cities, which he did with the following sentiments. “Peoples formerly exempted from taxation and bureaucratic
formalities have been burdened with taxes and drudgery to an unjust end. Incensed with this, the God Enlil has
taken out his wrath and revenge upon him who has so decreed, preparing for him a miserable end. The god has
now made me King of the Assyrians, handing over to me the royal scepter, the royal throne, and the royal crown.”20
This incident clearly demonstrates the significance of the role played by Harran in Late Assyrian times.

Harran continued to hold its own over the following years as well as throughout the succeeding Assyrian Imperial
times, during which both its religious significance and its strategic location remained important. Indeed, Harran
became (after Nineveh) the second capital of the Assyrian Empire,?” most probably in 635 BC during the reign
of Assurbanipal (669-631/629). A tradition arose that all troops setting out on westward-bound military campaigns
stopped in Harran to call at the temple of Sin before proceeding onward.??

Certain tablets found in Niniveh include lists of residents in villages and municipalities within the province of
Harran. Although the date and the purpose of these lists remain unclear, the documents most probably originate
from the reign of Assurbanipal. Here it is worthy of note that nearly all the names from the city of Harran and
the surroundings are Aramaic in origin.?’

Harran proved the final mainstay of the Assyrians. As well known, it was the Medes who dealt the first critical
blow to the Assyrian empire. The sacred city Assur, besieged by the Medes descending from the north in 614
BC, surrendered without resistance. Subsequent efforts to recover the city proved in vain, and in 612 the Medes,
reinforced by Babylonian troops, besieged the capital, Nineveh. After three months of resistance, Nineveh was
invaded and sacked. It was probably during this resistance that the Assyrian King Singarigkun lost his life.

Thereupon a contingent of Assyrians under the command of Assuruballit (612-609 BC) retreated northward to
Harran, the final domain left in Assyrian hands. The city of Harran was now the only—and last—capital of the
Assyrian Empire. In 1610 the Median and Babylonian forces marched upon the city. The Assyrians, most probably
in an attempt to spare the city itself, fled to the west bank of the Euphrates. Finding the city without proper defense,
the enemy ransacked it, and a Babylonian garrison was subsequently established at the site. An Assyrian attempt
to retake Harran the following year (609) ended in failure, despite the support of allied Egyptian troops. The fate
of Assuruballit, the last Assyrian king, remains unknown; the final capital of the Assyrians had exited from the
stage of history.3® Under Babylonian rule, Harran managed to preserve, if not its former religious and political
status, much of its Assyrian culture. During the reign of the final Babylonian monarch, King Nabonid (556-539
BC), the city reached a new zenith; completely rebuilt, it had attained its former glory.

This new prosperity at Harran was greatly due to a woman named Addaguppi, the mother of Nabonid. A priestess

26 Ibid. pp. 58f.

27 B. Hroda, Vorderasien I (Munich 1971) 278.

28 J.N. Postgate, Op. cit., p. 124.

29 Idem.

30 R. Labat, Op. Cit. pp. 96f.; I.B. Pritchard, Ancient Near Eastern Texts (Princeton 1969) 304f.; W. Orthmann, Propylden Kunstgeschichte 14
(Berlin 1975) 75; A. Scharff-A. Moortgat, Agypten und Vorderasien im Altertum (Munich 1950) 426f, - )
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in the Temple of Sin at Harran, she managed to escape during the capture of the city and reach the royal palace
at Babylon, where she became well accepted. There she raised her son Nabonid, who entered the service of the
kings Nebuchadnezzar II (605-562 BC) and Neriglissar (560-556). Following various intrigue within the royal
court, Nabonid vanquished his rivals and succeeded to the throne. His success was in great part due to his mother,
who had spent the first 22 years of her life in Harran, the last capital of Assyria, a city then flourishing under the
reign of Assurbanipal. As a high priestess, she was most sophisticated and well informed.?! As a true and dedicated
Assyrian, Addaguppi brought up her son in accordance with her own beliefs, which goes far to explain the
idiosyncratic approach taken by Nabonid as King of the Babylonians. Nabonid showed a definite preference for
the Assyrian deities and was particularly respectful to Sin, the god his mother had served as the patron of Harran.
Especially for this reason, he chose to take the city of Harran under his wing; within a short time, a new project
of construction and repair was underway in the city.3> Nabonid’s respect and obvious preference for Harran’s
patron god, as well as the new projects he initiated in this scope, incensed the priests and religious teachers of
Babylon. They openly pronounced him a heretic who was treading upon the established rules of their faith and
meddling with oracles and soothsayers. In the eyes of the conservative priests of Babylon, the man was no more
than an unreasoning heathen and a fanatic. They went so far as to blame the famine that had broken out in one
part of the kingdom upon the religious leanings of the king. Faced with so strong an opposition, Nabonid handed
the kingdom over to his son and went into exile.

After ten years of involvement in the commerce and politics of Arabia, Nabonid returned to Babylon, which was
under threat from the growing strength of the Persian King Cyrus. Upon his return, Nabonid once more took over
the throne, and his first royal concession was to restore the cult statues of Sin, Nusku, and their wives (taken to
Babylon years before) to Harran. Their return was accompanied by parades and great ceremony; elaborate services
were held at Ehulhul, the temple of Sin in Harran. The city celebrated and rejoiced.

The joy in Harran was short-lived, however, for in 539 BC Persian armies marched southward along either side
of the Tigris and conquered the whole of the Babylonian kingdom, including the capital, Babylon. Nabonid himself
was taken prisoner; his fate remains unknown. The citizens of Babylon, on the other hand, having bitterly opposed
the administration of Nabonid, welcomed the arrival of the Persians, seeing Cyrus as a savior.

The city and the plain of Harran then passed from the hands of one dominion into another, controlled first by the
Persians, then by Alexander the Great, and later by the Parthians. The Nasturi came, and the Christians, and in
the (AD) 640s, the time of the Prophet Omer, an army under the command of Iyaz Bin Ganim entered the city
without a struggle: thus began the Islamic period at Harran, which continued for more than 600 years. From 744-
750 BC the city served as the capital of the Emevi. After this Harran was ruled for a while by the Abbasi, then
the Artuks. It was for a while governed by chieftains of the Anatolian Beyliks, the Zengiler for one, and then
became part of the Seljuk Empire. During the Eyyubi period, the region was visited by a constant flux of crusaders.
Finally overrun by the Mongols and completely destroyed in 1260, Harran was nevermore to recover its former
glory. Matters of commerce and politics shifted to Edessa (Urfa), and thus the present-day Sanlwrfa gradually
became the most important city in the region.3*

THE STRATEGIC LOCATION OF THE PLAIN

The site and the plain known as Harran are located along the great “Royal Road,” which, running east-west parallel
to the present-day border between southeastern Turkey and Syria connected the heart of Asia with the western
reaches of Asia southeastern Anatolia. Although the route had been in use from very early times onward, it reached
anew dimension during the period of the Assyrian Empire, at which juncture a forerunner of the American “Pony
Express” (known as the Harran Sarri), was set up to guarantee efficient delivery (with state-controlled inspection)
of all documents.

A description of the route and the stations established along it is thoroughly treated in a very informative work
by K. Kessler.? Military outposts set up at intervals along the route proved most beneficial, not only for government

31 1.B. Pritchard, Ancient Near Eastern Texts, Princetorr 1969. pp. 560f.

32 R. Labat, Op. cit., p. 104.

33 Ibid. pp. 108f.; A. Scharff-A. Moortgat, Op. cit., p. 453f.; H. Klengel, Kulturgeschichte des alten Vorderasien (Berlin 1989) 395f.;
J. Oates, Babylon (London 1986) 131f.

34 N. Yardimci, “Harran”, Eczacibagi Sanat Ansiklopedisi 2 (Istanbul 1997) 759; V. Hell and H. Hell, Turkel 1I (Stuttgart 1981) 229;
N. Yardimci, “Harran Kazilan” Tiirk Tarih Kurumu, Ankara 1990. 720.

35 K. Kessler, Untersuchungen zur historischen Topographie Nordmesopotamiens (Wiesbaden 1980) 183f.
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correspondence but for commerce as well. Such stations offered exchanges of horses for riders and carriages
passing through, thus providing much speedier and more efficient transport and exchange of news. Although we
know little of what the roads actually looked like, we may assume that those connecting the larger cities were
easily as wide as many of the thoroughfares existing today and paved in stone.?® Laid out and controlled by the
state, the main arteries of this communication system~—in order to save time and mileage—passed on the outskirts
of major sites, supported by subsidiary networks meticulously extended into the city centers and connecting
neighboring communities of lesser significance.

The central artery of the Assyrian Royal Road that passed by Harran came from Nusaybin (then known as Nasibina)
and proceeded northward over Kiziltepe toward the region of Urfa; from there it veered southward via Tell Halaf
(then called Guzana) to a settlement known as Balihu.” Although several sites within Syrian territory have been
proposed as the ancient Balihu,?® definite confirmation has proved elusive. The fact, however, that traces of the
route definitely detour northward into the plain rather than continuing directly westward over Balihu emphasize
both the strategic and economic significance of the city of Harran (by then clearly an important center of trade)®
as well as that of the plain. It is significant that the Royal Road veered northward to Harran before continuing
westward to Tell Barsip and the Mediterranean coast.*® This emphasizes the importance of Harran as a trade
center.

Moreover, further caravan routes led northward from Harran, winding along the Euphrates into the heart of Central
Anatolia. It was these roads that later opened the way for the Assyrian trade colonies.*!

The Plain of Harran, opened to the steppes of Syria as well as to the Mediterranean westward-leading coastal
route by the Royal Road originating in the heart of Mesopotamia, thus also proved influential in tying the whole
of southwestern Anatolia to the landlocked regions of Central Anatolia. The region of Harran was indeed of great
strategic significance.

THE HISTORY OF INVESTIGATIONS AT HARRAN

Although a good number of early travelers visited the site and the surrounding Plain of Harran, the descriptions
and impressions of Sachau and Preusser are especially of note. Then in 1906 two steles were recorded by H.
Pognon in his visit to the region. The first (from the Late Assyrian period) he found at the mound of Anaz, 21
km east of Sanliurfa, and the second (from Neo-Babylonian times) just six kilometers north of Harran at the site
called Eski Harran (= Old Harran).*?

The first truly scholastic investigations in the Plain of Harran were initiated in 1950 by the British Institute of
Archaeology.*? Campaigns in the years 1950-51, 1956, and 1959 (directed by S. Lloyd, W. Brice, S. Rice, and
J.B. Segal) took place mainly in the area around the mosque known as Ulu Camii, an area in which many Islamic
remains came to light. Because various inscriptions and steles related to the Temple of Sin were recovered as
well, the excavators proposed that the precinct of Ehulhul must be located nearby. In a deep sounding opened
during these early campaigns the excavators encountered strata dating as far back as the third millennium BC.
It was the scholar U. Moortgat-Correns who correlated the finds from the earliest strata with those of Tell Huera.**
The steles found at Harran have been studied epigraphically by C.J. Gadd, and stylistically by J. Borker-Klihn,*

The inscriptions have proved most helpful in elucidating the politics and problems of the Nabonid period. Worthy
of mention is yet another stele from Neo-Babylonian times now housed in the British Museum; unfortunately
neither the findspot nor the circumstances of its discovery and removal to London are known.*S
During the campaigns of the British Institute at Harran, trenches were also opened at the site of Sultantepe, 16
km southwest of Sanliurfa. These excavations, directed by N. Gokge and S. Lloyd, exposed strata from Roman,

36 R. Forbes. Studies in Ancient Technology 1 (Leiden 1955) 135.

37 Balihu was also the name given to a tributary (today known as the Balih) of the Euphrates that extends into the Plain of Harran.

38 K. Kessler, Op. cit., pp. 201f.

39 I.N. Postgate, “Harran”, Reallexikon der Assyriologie 4 (1972-75) 123.

40 Cf. K. Kessler, Op. cit., Map VIIL

41 A. Goetze, Kulturgeschichte des alten Orients (Munich 1957) 73.

42 H. Pognon, Op. cit. Nos. 1 (Eski Harran) and 59 (Anaz Hoytgi).

43 S. Lloyd and W. Brice, “Harran”, Anatolian Studies 1 (1951) 88f.; D.S. Rice, “Medival Harran”, Anatolian Studies 1. 1952. 36f. and lllustrated London
News, September 21. 1957, 466f.

44 K. Prag, Op. cit. pp. 63f.; U. Moortgat-Correns, Op. cit. pp. 42f.

45 C.J. Gadd, Op. cit. pp. 35f; J. Borker-Klshn, Altvorderasiatische Bildstelen und Vergleichbare Felsreliefs (Mainz 1982) 229f.

46 W. Orthmann, Op. cit. p. 326, no. 251. : )
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Hellenistic, and Assyrian times. Important finds from these investigations include tablets from a Late Assyrian
archive of the seventh century BC. Although these were primarily literary and religious texts, eponymous lists
appeared among them.*’ It was, then, the discovery of a stele*® during a survey of this British team (one which
which included not only the surroundings of Harran, but also a short excursion into the Tektek mountains primarily
yielding evidence from the Medieval period) prompted Gokge and Lloyd to open trial trenches at the site of Agag1
Yarnimca some 10 km north of Harran.

It was in 1983 that our efforts began at Harran. Excavation of the upper strata exposed a large settlement from
Islamic times (from the seventh through the 13" centuries AD) with documents and remains revealing the social
and cultural life of this recent period. The fortifications and the acropolis were explored. Previously unexplored
parts of Ulu Cami, the oldest mosque of Islamic style known in Turkey (104 x 107 m), have been revealed. In
deeper strata we recovered clay figurines from the Bronze Age in a style recalling examples from Syria and a
cylinder seal of Early Assyrian times (1950 BC),* as well as many remains from the sixth-century BC, including
architectural fragments, clay tablets in cuneiform, and many votive inscriptions from the Neo-Babylonian times

of Nabonid.>® These finds are all housed in the Museum of Sanlrfa.

A team from the University of Virginia has now also begun excavating in the plain. In 1995 their first campaign
took place at the mound of Kazene, some four kilometers southeast of Sanliurfa, under the direction of Patricia
Wattenmaker.>!

As clear from the above, the site of Harran and the plain in which it is located played a great role in prehistoric
and historic cultures, not only those of Anatolia, but also those throughout a large portion of the Near East as
well. This is evident both from what we have learned of the geography and from what has been discovered in
excavation. Most of the latter, however, has either been of short duration or very limited in surface area. It is for
this reason that we have renewed archaeological investigation, initiating a thorough and much-needed survey of
this plain densely settled with hundreds of sites representative of all periods from Neolithic times up to the present,
as well as reopening excavation at the mound of Harran. The present volumes represent the first summary of our
efforts.

METHOD OF THE SURVEY
This archaeological survey of the Plain of Harran was prompted by two factors in particular.

1. The first was our wish to supplement and complement the various excavations that have been carried out over
long years at the centrally located Mound of Harran itself through investigation of the surrounding plain.

2. The second factor, one calling for prompt action, is the wet farming beginning in the plain with the water
introduced through the mammoth tunnels of the Southeastern Anatolian Project (Giineydogu Anatolia Projesi,
or GAP). The physical, economic, and demographic changes that will accompany the completion of this project
are bound to have rapid and far-reaching effects not only upon the surviving local culture, but upon the cultural
accumulation from the past as well. With this in mind, we felt it necessary to investigate and record as much as
possible of the rich cultural heritage of this region, compiling a cultural inventory for future generations, an
account of what is visible today but may well not be tomorrow.

The scope of the project was accordingly drawn up to include the area limited on the north by the Sanliurfa-
Mardin highway, on the northeast and east by the Tektek mountains, and on the west by the foothills marking
the limit of the natural plain, with the Syrian border representing the southern limit of the survey. Covering some
50 km from the highway in the north to the border in the south, the maximum width of the survey area (a total
of 2000 km?) extends to 42 km Harran Hoyiik itself, upon which our excavation efforts were concentrated, remains
without a site number (0); the other sites in the survey have been numbered from 1 to 207 so that they may be
efficiently located on the maps and correlated with the plans and descriptions in the survey,

47 S. Lloyd-N. Gokge, “Sultantepe”, Anatolian Studies III (1953) 27f.

48 B.J. Gadd, “Note on the Stele of Asag1 Yarimca”, Anatolian Studies 1 (1951) 108f; J. Borker-Kldhn, Op. cit. p. 210, no. 206.

49 N. Yardimci, “Harran”, XXXIV. International Assyrzo[agy Congress (Ankara 1998) 167f. and “1989 Yili Harran Kaz1 ve Restorasyon Caligmalar1”,
XII. Kaz Sonuglarz Toplantist I (Ankara 1991) 363f.

" 50 N. Yardimcy, “1989 Yih Harran Kazilart”, XII. Kazi Sonuglart Toplantisy 11 (Ankara 1991) 364 and * Excavatlons Surveys and Restoration Works at
Harran”, Between the Rivers and Over the Mountains, (Rome 1993) pp. 443f.

51 P. Wattenmaker “Kazene Hoyilk 1995 Excavations at an Early City”, XVIII. Kaz: Sonuglar: Toplantist 1, (Ankara 1997), 81f. |
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making a total of 208 sites. The geographic surveying by engineers at the initiation of GAP proved of great help
to us. A network of newly fixed points served as a basis for triangulation; the altitudes corresponding to these
points (recorded at the summit of nearly every mound) were made available to us by the Sanliurfa Directorate
of Land Reform. For those mounds or settlement remains not included in the network, we accepted the altitudes
recorded on the most detailed maps available (at a scale of 1:25,000) and—in order to save ourselves precious
time—measured the individual mounds accordingly. Only those mounds which had been either hopelessly leveled
or completely overbuilt by modern settlement were not measured.

In our survey we have worked with these many recently measured points of elevation set throughout the plain
as well as with the elevations and coordinates on the largest-scale official maps available (1:25,000); to insure a
frame of reference, we have included identification of the map sections (= pafta) employed. Here we wish to
remind the reader, however, to keep in mind the gradual downhill slope of the plain from north to south.

In the preparation of these volumes we have used the recently established points of altitude where available. For
those few mounds that remained unmarked, we have calculated the height of the summit from the maps mentioned
above (1:25,000). The settlement deposits have thus been measured and drawn, with specification of the approximate
area (m?) and volume (m?) of the mass that appears above plain level, we also provide a topographic plan and
section.

The plain of Harran presents one of the most level surfaces in the entire nation; void of any rocky outcroppings
or natural rises, it slopes gradually downward toward the south from an altitude of some 470 meters along the
Sanliurfa-Mardin highway in the north to the Syrian border in the south, where it rises only some 345 m above
sea level. The overall difference averages 125 m, representing a gentle slope of 2:1000 (0.2%). Furthermore, with
no natural features to stand out against the horizon, any settlement deposit with an accumulation of even a few
meters is visible. Within this plain (between the coordinates Y:480,000/X:4,061,000, Y:480,000/X:4,116,000;
and Y:517,000/X:4,116,000, Y:517,000/X:4,061,000) so rich in cultural deposit we have mapped 208 ancient
settlement sites. This figure speaks for itself.

The Harran Plain with its present-day arid steppe-like climate (hot and dry in the summer and mild in the winter
with little precipitation), scant in vegetation (with little or no ground cover), and farmed until recently without
the aid of irrigation, has fortunately been able to preserve its cultural heritage and deposits from antiquity relatively
better than other regions. Leveling of the mounds previously offered little or no economic gain to the inhabitants,
who have fortunately tended to settle at the peripheries, utilizing the mounds themselves only as cemeteries. With
the arrival of the first water diverted to the plain by GAP, unfortunately, the situation has rapidly been changing.
The climate itself is becoming more humid, with a new and different ground cover springing up. Most threatening
of all, however, is that with the introduction of irrigation the land of the plain (including the mounds, for which
no protection has been foreseen) and all that is buried beneath it now offers economic opportunity. Just as the
value of the soil increases year by year, so will the number of inhabitants, thus demanding more income from -
the use of the land. The cultural heritage thus relatively well preserved at present has come face to face with an
accelerating threat of destruction. The sites we have surveyed must now survive against more than the natural
elements. Some have already been damaged by the irrigation canals opened in the plain; still others have been
leveled and sown. A few sites we visited only a year or two ago have vanished beneath cotton crops.

The surface finds collected from each site identified have been sorted and classified by period; the finds from
each period at the site were then comparatively evaluated as sparse, dense, or very dense. According to these
evaluations, the sites have been included on the appropriate maps and charts at the end of each volume. Thus we
have attempted to reflect the general geographical and cultural profile of the plain not only its geological and
topographical structure, but the resulting cultural deposit and its distribution as well: a total of 208 sites, as well
as their relationships to one another and to the settlement of Harran itself are evaluated here.
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CONCLUSION

These volumes reflect our survey of the Plain of Harran, which served for millennia as a gateway directing traffic
and trade back and forth between the closely linked cultures of Mesopotamia and those of Central Anatolia and
the southern Anatolian plains. The results of our survey are thus significant for the history and prehistory not only
of Anatolia, but for that of the entire Near East as well. We hope that the general folio we have prepared, with
maps and topographical plans of all the mounds and settlements visible today, will set an example for future work.
Including the mound of Harran itself, we have pinpointed and recorded 208 archaeological sites, the finds of
which confirm a continuous occupation of the Harran Plain from Neolithic times through the 13% century AD.

Sites such as Kiiciik Hedbe, Biiyiik Hedbe and Emirler, the mound of Harran itself, Tell Idris, Tell Gazene,
Yayvandoruk, Ambartepe, and Tell Seyf are among many that yield surface finds from the Neolithic period. In
addition, Halafian material appears in quantity throughout the plain. The survey has shown us that the nucleus
of the Halafian culture must have lain not to the south of the present-day Turkish border as earlier believed, but
here in southeastern Anatolia, within the arc of the Eastern Taurus range.

Most striking among the Bronze Age finds from the excavations at the mound of Harran are the little naked
ladies—clay figurines and heads from the same—that reflect counterparts from the Syrian region and are significant
in demonstrating relations within the period. Likewise important in this respect is a cylinder seal from the Early
Assyrian period (19 century BC) found in our excavations. Other significant finds from our campaigns at Harran
include fragments of Neo-Babylonian clay tablets dated by scholars to the period of Nabonid, and more than one
hundred cuneiform votive inscriptions>? verifying that the great Temple of Sin (long known to have stood
somewhere in the area) was indeed located here. From the more recent campaigns we have Halafian finds as
well.>

It was in the AD 640s that Harran began to accept the monotheism introduced by the Prophet Ibrahim (Abraham).
Once the city entered Islamic dominion, the culture spread throughout the plain. A dense Islamic culture was
revealed in our survey; a variety of finds were collected at nearly every site we visited. The excavations at Harran
have uncovered much pottery (unglazed as well as glazed) from the Eyubbi period. Fashioned with great skill,
such sherds and vessels reflect this golden age in the ceramic arts. -

This project is an attempt to record and preserve for future generations as much evidence as possible of the ancient
settlement in the plain still accessible today. The precious water supplied by the recent irrigation project has by
now reached the skirts of the mounds; the irrigation of crops has begun and will continue, and with it will come
an erosion and destruction of many of the cultural strata represented here.

52 N. Yardimc, “1989 Yili Harran Kazilan,” XII. Kazi Sonuglar: Toplantist 11 (Ankara 1991) 364f. with figs. 11 13.
53 These were recovered too late to include in the present publication.
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Toplanan ylizey buluntularina gére hoyiikteki donemler: Periods reflected by the surface finds:
Kalkolitik (Halaf, yalin yapimlar. Parca No: 1-4) Chalcolithic (Halafian pottery and plain wares. Nos. 1-4)
Itktune Cagr (metalik ince yapim, ince yapim, boyali, yalm Early Bronze Age (Fine wares, including metallic ware;
yapimlar. Parga No: 5,7,9-12,16,19) painted and plain wares. Nos. 5, 7, 9-12, 16, 19)
I. Bin (yalm yapimlar. Parca No: 14,15,17,22,23) First Millennium BC (Plain wares. Nos. 14, 15, 17, 22, 23)
Orta Cag- Islami Dénem (sirh bezemeli. Parca No: 18) Medieval - Islamic (Glazed ware. No. 18)
Kiiciik buluntular (bazalt 6giitme tasi, cakmaktas: alet)  Small finds include a grinding stone of basalt and chipped

tools of flint.
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Kiiciik buluntular (bazalt ezgi tag, cakmaktag: alet)
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Periods reflected by the surface finds:

Chalcolithic (Halafian, Obeid, and Uruk pottery as well as
plain wares. Body sherds.)

Early Bronze Age (Fine wares, including metallic ware; and
plain wares. Nos. 1, 3,9, 10, 13, 15-18, 20, 21)

First Millennium BC (Plain wares. Body sherds.)
Medieval - Islamic (Plain wares. Body sherds.)

Small finds include a pounding stone of basalt and implements
of chipped stone (flint).




HARRAN OVASI YUZEY ARASTIRMASI ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY IN THE HARRAN PLAIN

Hoyk - Tepe Koordinatlari . 3 2
Hoyik Ad Tepe Kot Pafta Ad Hacim Al m

No. Y l P Y Coordinates atta Adl () | Alani (m')

Sl\ifoe Name of the Site | Max.Elev. X Y Map Reference Volume (m®)| Area (m?)
4 KUPLUCE 380.31 502140.09 | 4076043.19| CEYLANPINAR-O42-a4 476397 51192
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HARRAN OVASI YUZEY ARASTIRMASI ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY IN THE HARRAN PLAIN

4 KUPLUCE (TEL ISNAN)

26cm. 15¢m. 28cm. 27 cm. 11cm.

2% cm.

Cizim - Figure
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY IN THE HARRAN PLAIN

VAST

¥

UZEY ARASTIRMASI

10 m.

o e o
o [} f
< o] o
Hyiik . Tepe Koordinatlar , 3 2
Hoylk Adi Tepe Kotu Pafta Ad Hacim (m”) | Alani (m
No. y P Coordinates ! () (M)
S[\iltc‘f Name of the Site | Max.Elev. X Y Map Reference Volume (ma) Area (m?)
5 KUGUK HEDBE 361.54 | 504525.62 |4072976.30 CEYLANPINAR-O42-a4 76119 32313
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HARRAN QVASI YUZEY ARASTIRMASI ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY IN THE HARRAN PLAIN

24¢cm.

gem. 10 cm. 9cm. 20cm. 16cm.
=i -
7 o
-
10
— 7 Y
5 N AR 0 1
O \ ) 1 2 3 4 5 10cm
11cm. ] 16 cm.

o)

-

Cizim - Figure

5 KUCUK HEDBE

Toplanan ylizey buluntolarina gore hoyiikteki dénemler: Periods reflected by the surface finds:

Neolitik (ackili yalin yapimlar, gévde parcalart) Neolithic (Plain burnished ware. Body sherds.)

Kalkolitik (Halaf boyali. Parga No: 1-3) Chalcolithic (Halafian painted pottery. Nos. 1-3)

ITktung Cagr (i¢ dis ackili yalin yapimlar, gévde parcalar) Early Bronze Age (Plain burnished wares. Body sherds.)

I. Bin (yiv bezemeli yalin yapimlar. Parca No: 4-8,10,11) First Millennium BC (Plain ware with grooving.

Orta Cag-Islami Dénem (ic dis yesil sirl, kabartmali cimdik Nos. 4-8, 10, 11) :

bezemeli yalin yapim. Parca No: 9) Medieval - Islamic (Wares with green glaze on int. and ext.;

applied bands with pinched ornament. No. 9)
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HARRAN OVASI YUZEY ARASTIRMAST ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY IN THE HARRAN PLAIN

0 5 50 75 100 .,

Hoyik o Tepe Koordinatlari , s o,
No. HoyUk Adi Tepe Kotu Coordinates Pafta Adi Hacim (m”) | Alani (m")
Sr\i!tf Name of the Site | Max.Elev. X Y Map Reference Volume (ms) Area (mz)

6 BUYUK HEDBE 360.67 | 503993.61 |14073648.92| CEYLANPINAR-O42-a4 17041 8859
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HARRAN OVASI YUZEY ARASTIRMASI ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY IN THE HARRAN PLAIN

15cm. Them. 15<m. 18 cm. 16cm.

Cizim - Figure

6 BUYUK HEDBE

Toplanan yiizey buluntularina gére hoyiikteki donemler: Periods reflected by the surface finds:

Neolitik (ackili memecikli yalin yapim. Parca No: 30,31) Neolithic (Plain burnished ware with knobs. Nos. 30, 31)
Kalkolitik (Halaf, Obeyd, boyali, yalin yapimlar. Parga No: Chalcolithic (Halafian and Obeid plain and painted wares.
1-5,7-11,13,14,20,22,24-27,33-35) Nos. 1-5, 7-11, 13, 14, 20, 22, 24-27, 33-35)

[lktune Cagr (boya bezemeli, govde pargalari) FEarly Bronze Age (Painted wares. Body sherds.)
Hellenistik/Roma (gdvde parcalari) Hellenistic/Roman (Body sherds.)

Orta Cag - Islami Dénem (govde parcalarr) Medieval - Islamic (Body sherds.)

50




HARRAN OVASI YUZEY ARASTIRMASI ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY IN THE HARRAN PLAIN
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Hoylk - Tepe Koordinatlari , 3 » »
Hoyiik Ad Tepe Kotu Pafia Ad Hacim (m”) | Alani (m

No. yureadt P Coordinates ! im (m") Hm)

:?\i“toe Name of the Site | Max.Elev. X Y Map Reference Volume (m®)| Area (m?)
7 SEFERKOY 365.63 502302.01 |4073080.31] CEYLANPINAR-O42-a4 | 17361 41533
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HARRAN OVASI YUZEY ARASTIRMASI ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY IN THE.HARRAN PLAIN
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Cizim - Figure
7 SEFERKOY

Toplanan yiizey buluntularia gére hoyiikteki dénemler: Periods reflected by the surface finds:
[lktung Cagr (metalik ince yapim, ince yapim, boyali, yalin Early Bronze Age (Fine wares, including metallic ware;
yapimlar. Parca No: 1-5,7-10) and plain wares. Nos. 1-3, 7-10)
Roma (yalin yapimlar. Parca No: 11,12) Roman (Plain ware. Nos. 11, 12)
Orta Cag - Islami Dénem (baski bezemeli, yivli yalin Medieval - Islamic (Impressed and grooved wares. No. 13)

yapimlar. Parca No: 13)
Small finds include chipped stone implements of flint. (No. 14)
Kiigtik buluntular (cakmaktasi alet. Parga No: 14)
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HARRAN OVASI YUZEY ARASTIRMASI ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY IN THE HARRAN PLAIN

a9

5

&%@ﬁfz@%ﬁﬂ&%ﬁ%

Hoylk - Tepe Koordinatiari ) 3
No. HoyOk Adi Tepe Kotu Coordinaias Pafta Adi Hacim (m°%) | Alani (m?)
S;\ige Name of the Site | Max.Elev. X Y Map Reference Volume (m°)| Area (m®)
8 VARLIALAN 372.41 500980.66 | 4077707.44| CEYLANPINAR-O42-a4 200126 39995
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HARRAN OVASI YUZEY ARASTIRMAS ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY IN THE HARRAN PLAIN

8 VARLIALAN (TEL GANEM)

24cm. 18cm. Ihem, 30cm. 24em.
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Cizim - Figure
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HARRAN OVASI YUZEY ARASTIRMASI

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY IN THE HARRAN PLAIN
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Héyk o Tepe Koordinatlari . 3 2
Hoylk Adi Tepe Kotu Pafta Adi Hacim Alani (m

No. y P Coordinates im (') (m)

S[\il’fg Name of the Site | Max.Elev. X Y Map Reference Volume (m%)| Area (m?)
9 YUKARI DEREN 360.00 | 502540.00 |4072043.00| CEYLANPINAR-O42-24 131999 25202
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY IN THE HARRAN PLAIN

ARRAN OVASI YUZEY ARASTIRMASI
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Cizim - Figure
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HARRAN OVASI YUZEY ARASTIRMASI ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY IN THE HARRAN PLAIN

Hoyik - Tepe Koordinatlari ) 3 2
Hoyik Adi Tepe Kotu Pafta Adi Hacim (m”) | Alani (m

No. y ber Coordinates im ) (')

Si\i? Name of the Site | Max.Elev. X Y Map Reference Volume (ms) Area (m%)

10 ASAGI DEREN 375.60 | 501891.22 |4070711.57] CEYLANPINAR-O42-a4 339134 41581
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HARRAN OVASK YUZEY ARASTIRMASIT ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY IN THE HARRAN PLAIN

10 ASAGI DEREN

12¢m.

7 N

01 2 3 4 5 10cm.

Cizim - Figure
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HARRAN OVASI YUZEY ARASTIRMASI ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY IN THE HARRAN PLAIN

Hovik Hoyik Adi Tepe Kotu Tepggi?;;d;:;'a” Pafta Adi Hacim (m°%) | Alani (m?)
S&‘E Name of the Site | Max.Elev. X Y Map Reference Volume (m%)| Area (m?)
11 HALAVA 372.00 506639.00 |4069290.00] CEYLANPINAR-O42-a4 46306 16440
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HARRAN OVASI YUZBY ARASTIRMASI ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY IN THE HARRAN PLAIN

11 HALAVA

18

Cizim - Figure
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HARRAN OVASI YUZEY ARASTIRMASI ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY IN THE HARRAN PLAIN
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::\( S g; %
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Hoyik . Tepe Koordinatlar ) 3 o
HoyOk Adi Tepe Kot Pafta Ad Hacim (m”) | Alani (m
No. y P ! Coordinates I (M) ()
?\iioe Name of the Site | Max.Elev. X % Map Reference Volume (m°)| Area (m?)
12 KAYACA 362.00 508914.00 | 4070215.00 | CEYLANPINAR-O42-a4 12425 5999
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HARRAN OVASIYUZEY ARASTIRMASI

jas

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY IN THE HARRAN PLAIN
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Cizim - Figure

12 KAYACA

Toplanan yilizey buluntularina gore hoyiikteki dénemler:
Roma (pembe hamurlu kumlu ince yalin yapimlar.

Parca no: 1-4)
Orta Cag - Islami Dénem (cesitli hamurlu yalin yapumlar. Nos. S, 6)

Parga no: 5,6)

72

Periods reflected by the surface finds:
Roman (Fine sandy wares with a pink biscuit. Nos. 1-4)
Medieval - Islamic (Coarse wares of various consistency.




HARRAN OVASI YUZEY ARASTIRMASI ' ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY IN THE-HARRAN PLAIN

Hoy ik - Tepe Koordinatlari , 3 -
Héylk Ad Tepe Kot , fta A H
No. dyi ! epe Kotu Coordinaios Pafta Adi acim (m”) | Alani (m")
Sn?? Name of the Site | Max.Elev. X Y Map Reference Volume (m%)| Area (m?)
13 ALTILI 370.38 | 509684.47 | 406934077 | CEYLANPINAR-O42-a4 40639 22346
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HARRAN OVASI YUZEY ARASTIRMAST ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY IN THE HARRAN PLAIN

20cm.

2 3 4 B 10¢m.
Cizim - Figure
13 ALTILI

Toplanan yiizey buluntularina gére héyiikteki donemler: Periods reflected by the surface finds:
Kalkolitil (Halaf, Obeyd. Parcano: 1,2) Chalcolithic (Halafian pottery. Nos. 1, 2)
Ilktune Cagr (yahn yapimlar, govde parcalari) Early Bronze Age (Plain ware. Body sherds.)
I. Bin (boyali, yalin yapimlar. Parga no: 3,4) First Millennium BC (Plain ware. Nos. 3, 4)
Roma (pembe, kumlu sert yapimlar. Parca no: 5,6) Roman (Nos. 5, 6)
Orta Cag - Islami Dénem (yesil-bej hamurlu yalm yapimlar. Medieval - Islamic (Plain wares of greenish buff biscuit.
Par¢ano: 7,8) Nos. 7, 8)
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY IN THE HARRAN PLAIN

HARRAN OVASI YUZEY ARASTIRMASIT
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?\ilze Name of the Site | Max.Elev. X Y Map Reference Volume (m®)| Area (m?)
14 GARPARICAN 365.93 | 501978.20 140667751.41} CEYLANPINAR-O42-d1 52572 16413
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HARRAN OVASI YUZEY ARASTIRMASI ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY IN THE HARRAN PLAIN

14 GARPARICAN

Cizim - Figure
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY IN THE HARRAN PLAIN

HARRAN OVASI YUZEY ARASTIRMASI
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Hoyik . Tepe Koordinatlari . 3 2
Hoyik Ad Tepe Kot Pafta Adi Hacim (m”) | Alani (m
No. y ! pe ot Coordinates (m) (m')
?\?Oe Name of the Site | Max.Elev. X Y Map Reference Volume (m®) Area'(mz)
15 EKINYAZI 380.00 | 512510.00 |4066758.00] CEYLANPINAR-O42-d2 38394 9566
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HARRAN OVASI YUZEY ARASTIRMASI ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY IN THE HARRAN PLAIN

17

Cizim - Figure

15 EKINYAZI

Toplanan yiizey buluntularina gore hdyiikteki donemler: Periods reflected by the surface finds:

L. Bin (az agkil, yiv bezemeli, yalin yapimlar. First Millennium BC (Lightly burnished plain ware with
Parca no: 1-3) grooved ornament. Nos. 1-3)

Orta Cag - Islami Dénem (gesitli renk - hamurlu yalin Medieval - Islamic (Plain wares varying in the color of the
yapimlar. Par¢a no: 4,5-8) biscuit. Nos. 4, 5-8)
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY IN THE HARRAN PLAIN

HARRAN OVASI YUZEY ARASTIRM

=

Héylk - Tepe Koordinatlari . 3 2
Hoyok Adh Tepe Kotu Pafta Adi Hacim (m”) | Alani (m
No. y P Coordinates (m) ()
%ﬁf Mame of the Site | Max.Elev. X Y Map Reference Volume (ms) Area (m2)
16 ANDAGC 385.00 | 512785.00 {4068808.00F CEYLANPINAR-O42-d2 146596 28614
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HARRAN OVASI YUZBY ARASTIRMASI ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY IN THE HARRAN PLAIN
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Hoyik . Tepe Koordinatlar . 3 R
Hoylik Adi Tepe Kotu Pafta Adi Hacim (m Alant (m

No. y P Coordinates (m) Hm)

“T’\ﬁ)e Name of the Site | Max.Elev. X Y Map Reference Volume (m®%)| Area (m%)
17 MEYDANKAPI 401.81 514084.73 | 4072832.99| CEYLANPINAR-O42-a3 112395 16273
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HARRAN OVASI YUZEY ARASTIRMASIT ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY IN THE-HARRAN PLAIN

17 MEYDANKAPI (HIZAN HOYUK)

i 24¢m. | 21 cm.

12.5cm.

Cizim - Figure
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HARRAN OVASI YUZEY ARASTIRMASI ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY IN THE HARRAN PLAIN
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Héylk Ad Tepe Kot Pafta A H Al
No. Oyl l epe Kotu Coordinates afta Adi acim (m’) ani (m°)
?\{‘Oe Name of the Site | Max.Elev. X Y Map Reference Volume (m%){ Area (m?)
18 ALGILI 384.00 | 512260.00 | 4071758.00| CEYLANPINAR-O42-a3 49778 14210
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HARRAN OVASI YUZEY ARASTIRMASI

ARCHAEQLOGICAL SURVEY IN THE HARRAN PLAIN

28

10cm.

Cizim - Figure

18 ALGILI (BIRABURGECQC)

Toplanan yiizey buluntularina gore hoyiikteki donemler:
Kalkoligik (Halaf, yalin yapimlar. Par¢a no: 1)

Iktung Cag (kumlu sert yapimlar, govde parcalarr)

1. Bin (krem renk astarli kumlu yapimlar. Parca no: 2)

92

Periods reflected by the surface finds:

Chalcolithic (Halafian pottery and plain wares. No. 1)
Early Bronze Age (Hard-fired sandy ware. Body sherds.)
First Millennium BC (Sand-tempered wares with a cream
slip. No. 2)




HARRAN OVASI YUZEY ARASTIRMASI ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY IN THE HARRAN PLAIN

Ax Y 1

G

o7

Heylk - Tepe Koordinatiar : , 3 B
Hoyok Ad Tepe Kotu Pafta Adi Hacim (m”) | Alant (m

No. y I P Coordinates im () (M)

Sr\i’ze Name of the Site | Max.Elev. X Y Map Reference Volume (m®)| Area (m?)
19 EVCILER 383.00 | 511160.00 |4072658.00 | CEYLANPINAR-O42-a3 35617 12444
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HARRAN OVASI YUZEY ARASTIRMASI ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY IN THE HARRAN PLAIN

20cm,
\\, 2 s
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24cm,
O 1 2 3 4 S5cm.

3 s
N R
e

Cizim - Figure

19 EVCILER (UMITVERE-GARBIMESREFE)

Toplanan yilizey buluntularina gére hoyiikteki donemler: Periods reflected by the surface finds:
Kalkolitik (boyali, samanli yalin yapimlar. Parga no: 1,2) Chalcolithic (Painted and straw-tempered wares. Nos. 1, 2)
[ktung Cagr (bej hamurlu ackili yapimlar. Parca no: 3) Early Bronze Age (Burnished wares of buff biscuit. No. 3)
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY IN THE HARRAN PLAIN

HARRAN QVASI YUZEY ARASTIRMASI

Hoylk - Tepe Koordinatlari . 3 2
Hoéyik Ad Tepe Kotu Pafta Ad Hacim (m’) | Al m

No. yureAd P Coordinates a ! acim (m') | Alani (m')

?\i? Name of the Site | Max.Elev. X Y Map Reference Volume (ms) Area (mz)
20 UZUNTEPE 375.00 | 510114.00 }4073465.00] CEYLANPINAR-O42-a4 15741 4959
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HARRAN OVASI YUZEY ARASTIRMASI ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY IN THE'HARRAN PLAIN

20 UZUNTEPE (RESMEL TUELE)

e — e e 7T el N

5 - 10cm.
L |

Cizim - Figure

99




HARRAN OVASI YUZEY ARASTIRMASI ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY IN THE HARRAN PLAIN

Hoyk o Tepe Koordinatlari , 3 s
Hoyok Ad Tepe Koiu Pafta Ad Hacim (m”) | Alam (m

No. Y ! pe Coordinates ' im (m") (m)

?\i&)e Name of the Site | Max.Elev. X Y Map Reference Volume (ms) Area (m°)
21 AYDINLAR 377.76 | 510183.08 |4075136.42| CEYLANPINAR-O42-a4 25841 11890
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HARRAN OVASI YUZEY ARASTIRMASI

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY IN THE HARRAN PLAIN

Cizim - Figure

21 AYDINLAR (GIiZE)

Toplanan yiizey buluntularia gére hoyiikteki donemler:
Kalkolitik (samanli yalin yapimlar, gévde parcalari)
Iiktung Cagr (bej hamurlu ackili yalin yapimlar, govde
parcalari)

I. Bin (kumlu yalin yapimlar. Par¢a no: 1-3)

102

Periods reflected by the surface finds:

Chalcolithic (Plain straw-tempered ware. Body sherds.)
Early Bronze Age (Plain buff burnished wares. Body sherds.)
First Millennium BC (Plain wares sandy in texture. Nos. 1-3)
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HARRAN OVASI YUZEY ARASTIRMASI ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY IN THE HARRAN PLAIN

!

i 25 cm. 29¢cm.

e !
_25c¢cm
= W
9 e
[
e 7
‘s 10 Y
/7

Cizim - Figure

22 BULGURLU (MEDIN TUL FAR)

Toplanan ylizey buluntularina gére hoyiikteki dénemler: Periods reflected by the surface finds:
Orta Cag - Islami Dénem (yesil hamurlu, ¢izi bezemeli Medieval - Islamic (Greenish buff ware, incised plain ware,
yalin yapimlar, sirli ve boyalt yapimlar. Parga no: 1-10) painted and glazed wares. Nos. 1-10)
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HARRAN OVASI YUZEY ARASTIRMASI ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY IN THE HARRAN PLAIN

Hoylk - Tepe Koordinatlari . 3 2
Hoyik Adi Tepe Kotu Pafta Adi Hacim (m”) | Alani (m

No. Y P Coordinates (M) (M)

?\?ﬁg Name of the Site | Max.Elev. X Y Map Reference Volume (m%)| Area (m?)
23 AKCALI 379.66 | 509600.00 | 4076600.00| CEYLANPINAR-O42-a4 83797 23861
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HARRAN OVASI YUZBY ARASTIRMASIT

19 cm.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY IN THE HARRAN PLAIN

\ ' 26cm.

0O 1 2 3 4

5 0cm.

Cizim - Figure

23 AKCALI (SITCE)

Toplanan yiizey buluntularina gére héyiikteki donemler:
Kalkolitik (samanl yalin yapimlar. Parca no: 1)

Iketune Cagr (i¢ dis ackali yalin, baski kabartma bezemeli
yapimlar. Parca no: 2,3)

Orta Cag - Islami Dénem (gesitli renkte hamurlu yalin

yapimlar. Par¢a no: 4,5)

Periods reflected by the surface finds:

Chalcolithic (Plain wares with straw temper. No. 1)

Early Bronze Age (Plain wares burnished on both interior
and exterior, grooved and stamped ornament. Nos. 2, 3)
Medieval - Islamic (Plain wares with biscuits of various
hue. Nos. 4, 5)
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HARRAN OVASI YUZEY ARASTIRMASI ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY IN THE HARRAN PLAIN
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Hoyiik Adi Tepe Kotu Pafta Ad Hacim (m”) | Alani (m

No. y P Coordinates l (') ()

ﬂ? Name of the Site | Max.Elev. X Y Map Reference Volume (m%)| Area (mz)
24 GCOLPAN 381.08 | 509467.01 |4078945.52 | CEYLANPINAR-O42-a4 68076 14306
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HARRAN OVASI-YUZEY ARASTIRMASI ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY IN THE HARRAN PLAIN

25cm.

30cm.

Cizim 1 - Figure 1

24 COLPAN (SUVAT)

Toplanan yiizey buluntularina gére hoyiikteki donemler: Periods reflected by the surface finds:

Kalkolitik (Halaf, samanh yalin yapimlar. Parga No: 1-7) Chalcolithic (Halafian straw-tempered plain ware. Nos. 1-7)
Ilktune Cagr (kumlu ince yapimlar. Parga No: 8,9) Early Bronze Age (Fine, sandy plain ware. Nos. 8, 9).

I. Bin (yaln yapimlar. Parca No: 10-13) First Millennium BC (Plain ware. Nos. 10-13)
Hellenistik/Roma (Hellenistik kirmizi boya astarli, Roma Hellenistic/Roman (Red-slipped Hellenistic pottery and plain
Dénem yalin yapimlar. Parca No: 14,15) ware from Roman times. Nos. 14, 15) '
Orta Cag - Islami Dénem (gesitli renk hamurlu yaln Medieval - Islamic (Wares of various biscuit. Nos. 16-22)

yapimlar. Parca No: 16-22)
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HARRAN OVASI YUZEY ARASTIRMASI ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY IN THE HARRAN PLAIN

24 COLPAN (SUVAT)
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0 5 10.cm.

Cizim 2 - Figure 2
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HARRAN OVASI YUZEY ARASTIRMASI ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY IN THE HARRAN PLAIN

Hoylk _— Tepe Koordinatlari . 3 2
Hoylk Ad Tepe Kotu Pafta Adi Hacim (m”) | Alani (m
No. y P Coordinates m) . (m)
?\;Ee Name of the Site | Max.Elev. X Y Map Reference Volume (m®)| Area (m2)
25 GETTAS 385.97 | 511853.52 |4078246.44| CEYLANPINAR-O42-a3 68185 22693 -
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HARRAN OVASI YUZEY ARASTIRMASI ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY IN THE'‘HARRAN PLAIN

16cm.

B 12.cm.
//b /
Jdd 0ad y
12cm.
{
8
i
0 1 2 3 4 5 10cm.
Cizim - Figure
25 GETTAS
Toplanan yilizey buluntularina gére héyiikteki donemler: Periods reflected by the surface finds:
Kalkolitik (samanl yalin yapimlar. Parca No: 1) Chalcolithic (Straw-tempered plain wares. No. 1)
I. Bin (kumlu kaba yapunlar. Parca No: 2,3) First Millennium BC (Sandy coarse ware. Nos. 2, 3)
Orta Cag - Islami Dénem (suh, sirsiz yalin yapimlar. Medieval - Islamic (Undecorated wares, with and without

Par¢a No: 4-11) glaze. Nos. 4-11)
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