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E D IT O R ’S N O T E

In a letter from Jerablus, dated June 24, 1911, 
T . E. Lawrence told his mother of the British 
Museum’s decision to cease work on the mound 
that covers the ancient city of Carchemish; the 
excavators were then to descend the Euphrates 
by boat and visit the site called Teli Ahmar. 
“ After three days there I will walk across to 
Harran, up to Urfa, to Biredjik, and back to 
Aleppo by Teli Bashar and this place. This will 
be a walk of about a month, for there will be 
several days each in Harran and Urfa.”

Another letter followed, from Teli Ahmar: 
“ We have been here about four or five days 
working out a cuneiform inscription, photo- 
graphing and squeezing things Hittite. Now it 
is ali över, and to-day in the afternoon I am 
going off towards Urfa. The men here say it is 
best to go along the carriage road as far as Seruj 
(about 2 days) and then take another road. This 
route I may vary of course as I get later informa- 
tion.”  He was then in doubt whether to return 
through Aintab or Teli Bashar.
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E D IT O R ’S N O T E

the day’s entry immediately after its completion; 
there is no sign of any general revision. The
wording changes character according to the
writer’s State of health, the punctuation varies
correspondingly.

Probably he intended to rewrite the whole, for 
it would seem that he must have ,had a literary 
motive for the unusual exercise of keeping a 
diary and for persisting in so doing under such 
physical difficulties. In a conversation with
Professor L . B. Namier, he once referred to 
having written something called Seal-Hunting in 
Mesopotamia. Search has been made through 
magazines of the years before the War, but in 
vain, and indeed the preservation of the Diary 
in its original form suggests that it was never 
published by its author. (It appeared after his 
death in a limited edition.)

The text as now printed is virtually an exact 
transcription of the pencil manuscript. T o have 
removed ali the inconsistencies and cleaned up the 
punctuation would have altered the effect without 
greatly improving the sense; and having to 
choose betwecn two causeö of annoyance we have 
preferred excessive fidelity to over-editing.

Some of the photographs mentioned in the 
Diary cannot be traced, while others, not men-
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O R IE N T A L  A S S E M B L Y

tioned in the text, were obviously taken on this 
journey.

Where necessary, I have added Notes at the 
end of each day’s entry.

1947. The note on p. 59 has been corrected 
from information kindly supplied by Sir Reader 
Bullard, K .C .B ., K .C .M .G .

A. W. L .



DİARY OF A JOURNEY ACROSS THE 
EUPHRATES

O n  a Wednesday about July 12 I left Teli Ahmar, 
and walked about an hour: then, feeling thirsty 
I went to some Kurdish tents, in which the 
villagers of some houses close by were staying, 
and got leben and barley bread; no money 
accepted.

Then walked on three hours till I came to the 
Khan, which was deserted: met a villager or two, 
however— one Shirkub invited me to his tent. 
We had milk and barley pottage and bread, and 
then slept quite well: saw women grinding in 
hand-mill. D ayh o t: bright moon ali night.

T h e  manuscript originally began, “ O n a Wednesday about 
July 10,”  but the figures were struck out and replaced by “  12,”  
the correct date. T h is was apparently ascertaiiıed from D r  
Gracey.

Leben =soured milk, yoghurt.
Khan=caravanserai, oriental inn.



O R IE N T A L  A S S E M B L Y

Next day, Thursday: Up before sunrise, and 
out before feeding for Ras el Ain 4 hours: stopped 
a little before and ate bread and leben in Kurdish 
tent: chief more hospitable: gave him a hejub to 
work at Teli Hamra if the English cam e: money 
refused. Went on to ^.as el, Ain (|  hr.) and stayed 
there 1J hrs. drinking and washing: very pleasant 
spot and good water. In afternoon walked 
through liquorice and thick dust to Seruj. Took 
room at Khan and enquired fruitlessly about 
camera: met Nouri Effendi. Rice and Bahmia 
with bread. A  little feverish.

Hejub =authorisation.
T e li Hamra is an altemative form o f T eli Ahm ar; the 

possibilities o f excavating this site had just been investigated by  
a British Museum  expedition o f which the author was a member.

Liquorice: this wild shrub is protected because its roots yield 
a substance used in the manufacture of cigarettes as well as in 
sweets and medicines.

Camera: A  camera had been stolen from him at Seruj in  
September 1909 (Lettersof T . E . Lazvrence, ed. D . Gam ett, p. 80).

Bahmia = a  strongly flavoured vegetable, the capsicum or 
“ ladies’ fingers.”
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Friday: Up and oiıt for Urfa by carriage (1 
med.) after giving \ to Khanji: slow drive: saw 
nothing: Urfa about mid-day (7 hrs.). Took 
room in great Khan: then went out about 4 p .m . 

to photograph Castle. Took it from the due West 
showing the double gates and the line of walls 
from the TrvpyoKacrTeKkos to the extreme end. 
Warm, beautiful evening, with a little breeze. 
Rice and bahmia with bread and was then kept 
awake half the night by a cheap theatre in the 
cafe över the Street. Poliçe asked for my papers.

D İA R Y  O F 191 i

M ed. =M edjidie, a Turkish coin.
Khanji =innkeeper.
•nvpyoKİctTekloç = th e Byzantine equivalent for a Keep or 

Donjon, the strongest tower o f  a castle.



O R IE N T A L  A S S E M B L Y

Sunday: Up late (8 a .m .) and had a great w ash: 
found poliçe waiting for me ali round the khan; 
went up the castle with one little man. He 
complained of the heat, so I sat him under an 
arch with some snow and a bowl of water and 
tobacco, and he was happy.

Measured the interior ete. A  fresh morning 
with a cool west breeze. Took a photo of the 
interior of the castle from the tali beaked tower 
at the W. end: breeze rather troublesome, but 
could not get the tripod u p : elimb rather difficult. 
The angle tower is altogether Arabic. Later on 
photographed the great gateway (also Arabic) 
from the top of a tower. Decided that almost 
everything in the place was Arabic except the 
moat, some straight pieces of wall, and the S.W . 
angle tower: with the two Roman pillars. Offered

Plate V I shows the great gateway on the right.
T h e  two Roman pillars: these columns which, being över 

56 feet, figüre so prominently on Plates III  to V I seem to 
have formed part of a temple. A  Syriac inseription on one of 
them indicates that the dedicator was a local princess. T h e y  
stand elose to the north wall.
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O R IE N T A L  A S S E M B L Y

Monday, July 17: Up about four, but was a 
long time getting on the road. The tooth rather 
worse: an abscess and face painfully one-sided. 
Bought a metallik of bread, and went över to the 
castle. Town wall 9-10 feet thick. About 6 
started for Harran. No incidents, country every- 
where as flat as possible: only huge telis about 
every two miles: crossed one small stream soon 
after mid-way. Much mirage: tried to photo- 
graph one pool, but failed: nothing showed on 
the ground-glass. The tower of Harran cathedral 
was in sight for four hours.: ali elongated by the 
mirage, it becked and bobbed in the most fantastic 
way, no w shivering from top to bottom, now 
bowing to right or left, now a deep curtsey for- 
ward. Day very hot: drank five bottles of water 
between 6 and 2.30: did not stop anyvvhere on 
the way. The people rough and unmannerly, 
half-Turkish spoken, and dressed in rags; children 
mostly naked. Many camels. Plain ali wet, 
and very fertile. Dhurra, Liquorice, barley, and 
corn. No springs. Afternoon cloudy: was in

Metallik = a copper coin. T e ll= m o u n d  formed by ancient 
remains. Dhurra =Indian corn or millet. Tow er o f Harran 
Cathedral: T h e  Minaret o f the Great Mosque, which is a 
building o f early Christian style.
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D İA R Y  O F 191 i

shade for some moments. Soles of feet very 
tired. Camera case got very wetted, and back 
and hinge moulded ali out of shape. Fortunately 
little damp leaked through, apparently. Village 
people ali called me “  Sheikh.”  Stopped outside 
Harran walls for a short rest, then climbed 
through a gap into the town. The main part of 
the village lay to the S.E. of the old site, around 
the castle. Going there I met a Turkish captain, 
who spoke French wildly. He was leaving after 
regulating some recruit business with the Sheikh. 
I found the Sheikh in the castle, which he has 
made his house. There was a huge stone vaulted 
polygonal tower, with deep embrasures and an 
earth floor. In this he with seven or eight others 
was reclining, discussing the loss of a key. When 
I came in he greeted me, and called for rugs and 
cushions, and then I sat down. He was a young 
man, perhaps eighteen, with a sharp, rather 
rapacious and mobile face, and dark curling 
hair: very broad and tali; of course thin. He 
had been sheikh only one year, since his father 
died. We talked a variety of things (they were 
astonished that I was there so early from Urfa)

H e carried the camera slung över his back.

13



O R IE N T A L  A S S E M B L Y

and he rather strained my Arabic by asking for a 
description of English local government, and our 
marriage customs. He was also curious as to the 
dignity of sheikh in England. His manners were 
excellent, very unlike the common people, for he 
did not snatch at my things, but waited (eagerly) 
for me to show them him. Some of his men had 
heard of Jerabis (or Gerabis as they said). They 
were interested in the coming of the railway. At 
sundowh he brought me food with his own 
hands: cucumbers, hard-boiled eggs, and excel- 
lent wheatbread, while his men dined near us 
off boiled mulberries and bread. We had some 
of each. After dinner we taiked a little, and 
then I went out to sleep. He brought me his 
best quilts, and I slept most perfectly, with his 
retainers in a heap around me. When I woke in 
the morning there was an old Turkey cock sitting 
on a low wall -by my head, and many horses in 
the yard. I was lying on a low platform.

Jerabis =A rabic name for Jerablus or Carchemish, where the 
author had been excavating and which lay on the projected 
route o f the Baghdad Raihvay.









O R IE N T A L  A S S E M B L Y

with its long thin curtains, and shallow towers, ali 
square-angled. The castle is the only fortress. 
There was a moat, probably wet, ali round the 
town, and between it and the castle. There are 
no surface signs of pre-Byzantine occupation. 
The Sheikh is beginning to thaw out: he called 
me his brother to-day, which is condescension in 
a M oslem : but I increased his prestige by holding 
a sort of lev£e in his liwan in the morning and 
answering ali questions of ali local gentry. The 
great admiration of my little telephoto tap e has 
led to its disappearance. I went över the castle 
again, and decided it was ali fairly late: post- 
Saladin at least, possibly post-Crusade. No more 
photographs needed. The great broken tower is 
about 60 feet high. It appears from our evening 
talk that the Sheikh here is only deputy for his 
elder brother, whom the Government likes in 
Urfa. They are old regime and İbrahim Pasha 
men, with 2500 houses under them. This means 
a force of 10 to 12 thousand men. A  long talk 
on ali subjects in the evening, especially politics: 
the Sheikh ended by going to sleep with his head 
ön my knee! Ate of bread, grapes and eggs: 
slept badly with tooth trouble and sand-flies.

18
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alone in the village) forced me to enter a house, 
and rest, asking innumerable questions, and 
giving me cups of water for drinking and washing. 
After half an hour I got up to go out, and was 
given a large handful of bread “ since it would be 
a shame to their houses if one departed empty.”  
These were Arabs. After Simbolat (with Roman 
ruins) the road disappeared in a rocky hill side, 
so I had to take again to a compass traverse. By 
so doing, I reached Silaverik in a couple of hours, 
and passed it to “ Kilar Khass,”  some Kurd tents 
in a Roman foundation, where I spend the night. 
They were hospitable, but the women rude: ali 
Arabic-spoken. I ate wheat boiled in leben, and 
slept on the new straw of the threshing floor.



Thursday, July 20: Up at four, after a perfect 
night, thanks to my Kur d host’s abba, which kept 
out the straw most perfectly. Tooth much 
better: swelling going dow n: feet sore. Got öff 
about 4.30, and passed över rough hills till 7.30. 
No water. At 7.30 found a Kurd village which 
spoke not a word of Arabic. Got bread and leben 
from them. Half an hour later came down into 
the plain of Serudj. I had then a very dull five 
hours plod across the flat, until Serudj was reached 
about 3 p .m . I bought some bread and cheese, 
and then slept till about 7, after which I went out 
and saw Nouri Effendi, and then to sleep. The 
day had been cool and cloudy, with a shower of 
rain about 5 p .m .

/

D İA R Y  O F ı g n

Abba =cIoak.

21
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Friday, July 21: Up about 4.30 after disturbed 
night: at first very hot, later very cold: no fever. 
Got off from Serudj about 5 A .m . with a penny- 
worth of bread. Ate half of it in the first hour’s 
walk: in another hour was in the hills: in the 
plain was interested these last two days to watch 
how the wind twists in spirals, often throwing up 
a thin column of dust many hundreds of feet. 
This would be done on an otherwise calm day. 
Walked över the hills for five hours, till I reached 
the first rivulet of the Euphrates valley: great 
joy: had a beautiful view from the head of the 
pass of the Biridjik plain. Stopped at the water 
for two hours; washed and cleaned up generally: 
the first clean water I had seen since Sunday. 
Then about 1 p .m . got going again till 3.30, when 
stopped at Serudj Kopru. This is a bridge of 
two arches in limestone, across a green, swift 
rushing stream: from the sides of the valley just 
below the bridge come strong cold water-springs. 
Washed shirt ii and wrote up this account. 
Biridjik about ı |  hours away. Ate my other 
halfpennyworth of bread: feet very sore, but

Shirt i i : he was carrying a spare shirt.
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Saturday, July 22: Up about 6; repaired feet 
with bandages (both festering!) and went off to 
see the carpenter. He says the Tcherkess bought 
the locks. Arranged with Basili about money if 
I stay the winter: saw the Kaimmakam and the 
Commandant about a zaptieh to come from 
Nizib with me, wrote letters to M . to P.-G ., went 
över the castle, saw the Hoja, and Yasim with 
our boatman to Teli Hamra; also others from 
Jerablus. Afterwards bought two halfpenny- 
worth of bread, and some plum s: lay up in the 
Khan reading and sleeping till 4 P .M . Then 
went out to the top of the hill, and photographed 
the town walls ete. from the S. The castle 
would be behind this hill a little to the L . Then 
went down into the valley and up hill again. 
Took the N . half of the castle from the N .E., in 
the shade against the sun: and the S. half of the 
castle (both landward side) also from the N.E.,

Biridjik Castle (Plate X III) : compare photographs in
Crusader Castles, fig. 20; Deschamps, Le Crac des Chevaliers, 
pl. vii; Preusser, Nordmesopotamische Baudenkmâler, pl. 81.

T  eherkess =  Circassian.
Kaimmakam =  Govem or.
M . =his mother.
P .-G . = M r  H . Pirie-Gordon, the traveller and authority on 

castles.
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from me: which I refused, he threatened to 
imprison me, and I turned and twisted him into. 
knots. Ended by his kissing my hand in tears 
and promising never to be naughty again. Went 
on another hour, to Kiachtan, where made for 
house of Mukhdar: was well received, though a 
little shyly for they are out of the track of travellers. 
Village is built in steps on the N . side of a narrow 
valley, running E. into the Euphrates, full of 
running water, and the wind-noise, rustling up 
and down the trees. Like Blake’s “ innumerable 
dance of leaves.”  Thought a good deal of his 
Jerusalem, must haye a copy sent out for the 
winter. Village ali Turk-speaking, but an Arabic 
Tahsildar and a Beyrout zaptieh, with two or 
three Arabic-speaking people. Ate, about 6.30, 
of burghul and meat, with stewed apricots and 
beans, with poor bread. Then about 9 p .m ., 

after coffee they brought me a glorious white and 
purple quilt, and under that I slept till dawn.

Tahsildar =  Collector of Revenue. 
Burghul =parched wheat.

2 7
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O R IE N T A L  A S S E M B L Y

cross it on vvide stepping-stones: a broad swift 
stream, shallow. There was once a bridge. 
Walked round the far side of the little valley, 
half-way up. Took a general-view, wide-angle, 
showing the side stream, the hills and the 
Euphrates. Another, a little farther on, another 
(ordinary lens) of the N.E. valley scarp, in shadow 
mostly. This may be a little fogged. Then 
went on to the mouth of the valley and took one 
of the Euphrates front. This has a little domed 
building like a weli in the foreground. Felt 
sleepy, so went to cave, and slept till 2 p.m. Got 
up then, and (i) telephotographed the box- 
machicoulis of the N .W . angle with a magnifica- 
tion of 13, and a stop of 220: exposure 12 secs, 
on normal of 1/50 nom f. 16. This was a large- 
scale photo of 3 machicoulis. Also (ii) tele­
photographed at 3I mags. L .P . ali the range of 
machicoulis (c. 16) at f. 11 and an exposure of 
\  second. Both taken from the shade, and (i) 
with hood. These machicoulis very remarkable. 
More about them later. Then went down into

Weli =tomb of holy man.
Photo of 3 machicoulis. O nly the right part of this photo- 

graph (Plate X IV ) is clear enough for reproduction.
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castle (down and u p !), Through 5 gates, ali 
double and protected by Towers, one monolith, 
into the outer-court. This in shape of narrow 
ledge, running N. and S. gate to S. Builders of 
this place not satisfied with 90 ft. wall and scarp, 
absolutely perpendicular; but put a rock-moat 
outside as w ell: moat once wide and deep; now 
ali stufF of the walls and a graveyard have filled it 
up. The castle as a whoJe occupies the narrow 
point of a peninsula, a rocky ridge, pointing due 
N . and S. This is surrounded on the E. by the 
Euphrates, on the W. by the little river Mezman 
Su, and on the N . by the same: the S. end is 
thus the only part not precipitous. The crest of 
the ridge must be between 3 and 400 feet 
high. This is at the S. end, the highest, but not 
so high as the rock beyond the castle to N. and 
S., from both of which it was overlooked, though 
at a fair distance off. The walls on E. and W. 
run about half-way up the ridge and from inside 
them the rocks and ruins pile up, very steeply, 
to the central pinnacles. The highest point of 
ali is very elaborately carved, and may have been 
a palace, or a church. The local say a minaret, 
which is probable, afterwards, but ali the orna- 
ment is not Arab. The building in the N . 
cbrner of the ridge-crest is a mosque, with paved

3 i







Tuesday, July 25: Up at 3.45 (dawn) and had a 
wash in the stream: ate a cucumber, and had a 
lesson in bread-making from the women. By the 
way not a man in the village knows a word of 
Arabic, so I am rather put to it. Ali pure Turk, 
which means very ugly, half-Chinese looking 
fellows with flat eyes, and broad noses, and wide- 
split, tight-pulled lips of thin skin. Wrote up 
this for a time and then stayed to eat, for there 
is no house but the cave-dwellers between this 
village and my night-stopping-place. We had 
burghul and bread together. Then I went along 
the över-river West-side path, till I could photo- 
graph the rock-moat, and returned across the 
passage perilous, the stepping-stones that I know 
fairly well by now, to the castle. Feet not very 
good, tooth again too big for my head. Took a 
photo of the inside of the monolith tower, showing 
the applied vaulting. Tower about 17 fit. wide 
inside between the inner jambs: the third gate 
counting from outside. The fourth gate, though 
also monolith, I did not think worth a photo, 
since it is only a single arch. The fifth is a very 
fine Arab double-arched gate. Ali this entrance- 
masonry is Arab, and very good.

The first two gates have machicoulis över them. 
Altogether one of the strongest and cleverest

O R I E N T A L  A S S E M B L Y
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Sketch in the Diary, “ Keystones of Sth (innermost) gate 
at Rum  Kalaat.”

Gateway at Rum Kalaat, after Humann and Puchstein, 
Reisen in Kleinasien und Nordsyrien, fig. 26.

(By permission of Deitrich Reimer.)
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entrances in existence. The manner in which 
the roadway is made to double on itself, so that 
it may be more easily under control, and the right- 
angled turns at most of the gateways are especially 
clever. There are no trap machicoulis in the 
floors, so far as these are preserved, and there 
were no portscullis. The box-machicoulis of the 
N.W . angle are very small inside: only one tiny 
loophole in front, none to the side. A  photo- 
graph was tried (under lighting difficulties) of 
the inside of the vault with which they com- 
municate. There is another vault *below this, 
to serve more loopholes. A  photograph (w.a .) 
\vas also tried of the razor, looking almost directly 
down upon it. The lens was not wide enough 
to include ali the moat, so the lower part is cut 
off. There should be enough ali the same tö 
make it fairly intelligible. I made a few altera- 
tions in my Antinous. Then I looked at the 
mosque on the N . part of the ridge-crest. It is 
quite plain, with a date of on a side-door.
It is probably very late. The whole place is full

w .A. =wide-angle lens.
T h e  Arabic date =  1236 A.H., which corresponds roughly to 

a .d . 1858.
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o f Arab ruins. There is only the foundation of 
Byzantine stufF anywhere remaining. I left the- 
castle about 9 a .m . by a postern door in a tower 
on the river side, and walked to Khalfati: İ 
noticed on the way that the people here use 
gourds, not skins, for swimming the Euphrates: 
this is here small and narrow, and not as swift as 
it is later on in its course. Opposite Khalfati 
wrote up this account. Then climbed up my 
goat-track most laboriously, and afterwards came 
down the long shelf of broken rock-stairs, about 
500 ft., into the Euphrates plain. Very tiring 
three hours work. Pushed straight ahead fast 
through Enesh, Kachtin, and Shardak, to Belkis, 
a. long walk of about 27 miles, with the goat-track 
thrown in: feet a little sore, but no other damage. 
Average length of pace after first hour 2' 7":. 
aftemards lengthened, till in last hour 2' 9^" 
A t Balkis made for house of sheikh, who was 
hospitable. Fed about 8 p .m . on burghul, 
shineneh, and bread. Slept extraordinarily well 
for the E.

On the Euphrates afıd other Mesopotamian rivers, inflated 
skins are used, like “ •wat:er-•wings,’, to give support to swimmers. 
Shineneh =sour milk.
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It is painful now in the morning, and after every 
rest, however short. Ahmed Effendi received 
me with open arms, and gave me a sweetmeat of 
burghul and onions and spices, worked into a 
paste, and leben to wash it down. Not bad, 
barring the onions, of which I have smelt ever 
since. Then I looked över a history of Turkey 
with him (he is educated) and we went together 
to a spring and garden a few minutes from the 
house, and talked and drank ali the afternoon. 
It seems he likes arrack! About sunset we came 
back to the house and sat and talked, he telling 
beads and smoking. Coffee appeared at times 
and sustained us till 8.30 when rice and chicken, 
with iced leben and bread turned up. After this 
we slept, I very well till sunrise.

Arrack =  a spirit distilled from grapes.
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head. He was (e.g.) most forcible in saying that 
everyone should read: his child is being taught. 
Fed about 7 P .M . on burghal and bread, with 
İran. Chaffered about some antikâs and went to 
sleep.

D İA R Y  O F  1911

Iran =  a drink composed o f yoghurt beaten up with water. 
Antika =  Arabic for an antigue.



Friday,July 28: First of Shâ’ban: next month 
Ramadan. Bought my two stones at dawn, for 
7 !  piastres: found men, unwilling overnight,
waiting for me in the morning. One seal, round, 
small, apparently two figures and sacred tree 
between. The other an amulet in red stone (seal 
in steatite) of the head of an animal: ox, cat, sheep, 
horse ete. They came with a small Hittite pot 
of “ best” Carchemish period (Watergate House) 
from the village teli. Left Nughri about 5 a .m . 

and walked § of an hour to a village with a stone 
of a woman holding her breasts.. Proved to be 
a miserable Roman sepulchral relief. Went on 
to Teli Ker, where ate bread and leben with the 
village Effendi: then to Hulman, and so to
Yusuf Beg, Teli Sha’ir, and the great spring in 
the valley near Jerablus. This I reached about
12.30. Stayed till 4 p .m ., washing, shaving, 
repairing, and writing this. Then went on 
( ı |  hrs.) to Jerablus. Anxious enquiries every- 
where if there would be more work, and when the 
raihvay would come. Reached Jerablus about

O R IE N T A L  A S S E M B L Y

T h e  British Museum had not yet decided to continue the 
excavations for the second season; the Baghdad Raihvay was 
to bridge the Euphrates there and so give much employment.

42



D IA R Y  O F 1911

6 p .m ., getting a huge welcome from ali parts. 
The women of the Hoja began to sweep and clean 
ali the place as soon as they saw me över the hills. 
He himself rushed from the end of the village, 
and for an hour I held a lev6e of ali the people in 
the village, and also of Mohammed Jasim, who 
came in from Kekledji. Their greetings were 
something to hear. The Haji zaptieh brought 
me two letters which Thompson had given him 
in Teli el Hamar. One from mother (June 23) 
and one from M r. Hogarth a week later. Appar- 
ently a second season not impossible which is the 
best news I ha ve heard this long time. Very 
pleasant to have a change of clothes. The Hoja 
filled me a special waterbottle o f water, and gave 
me great honours and attentions. About 7 p .m . 

he brought in bread, and fried eggs, and khatir, 
(yourt) and İran, and then (refusing to eat with 
me) went out and closed the door after h im : this 
is the highest politeness I have ever met from an 
Arab. I was most exceedingly comfortable in 
his house with my big lamp burning and ali

M r R. Campbell Thompson o f the British Museum had, 
with the author as his assistant, excavated for a season at 
Jerablus and examined T e li Ahmar (Teli el Hamar).
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thıngs of mine about me, though I did not, 
of course, unpack my boxes of Stores. About 
ıo  p .m . I went on to the roof and slept, very 
soundly. Had a headache ali the evenıng, but 
very pleasant to be with theşe men again. They 
are more mannerly than the other arabs. The 
Hoja very anxious for me to live with him the 
winter. But the poor man is a most terrible bore 
conversationally, and sticks to one without end.

44



D IA R Y  O F 1911

Satıırday, July 29: Up in time to see the sun 
rise över the hills of Mesopotamia: very lovely in 
its colouring as this Carchemish plain always,is. 
Sent off a man to Teli Halesh to the camel-driver 
to ask why the cement had not come. Found the 
camel-driver not at home, and no signs of any 
cement. So just started for the Kalaat to measure 
the floor of the palace. Hoja started with me, 
but my distemper of the past two days increased 
suddenly, so I went on alone. Then it developed 
unexpectedly, in a sharp attack of dysentery. I 
got on to the Kala’at into a lonely place and lay 
down on my back, from about 8 till 2.30, feeling 
most weak and ili. About 3 I sat up and tried to 
dress, but fainted promptly for about an hour, 
and again then when I made a second try. Under 
the circumstances I was afraid to go near the 
edge of the pit with the measuring tape, and so 
could not work. About 5 p .m . I got to the village, 
after a very hard walk. Decided to get out a tin

For Dahum, see the note under date July 23.
C em ent: A  letter written at T e li Ahmar just before leaving 

on this journey States an intention of returning to Jerablus “  to 
cement in place the pieces o f a large basalt relief that I put 
together, but which is in the nature of things rather crazy.”  
Kalaat =  the mound cpvering the remains of ancient Carchemish 
where the excavations had taken place.
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of arrowroot, and send a man with letters tonight 
to bring a carriage from Biredjik. Cannot possibly 
continue tramp in this condition. Can hardly 
lift hand to write this. Dreamed when fainting 
of milk and soda! Sublime. Greeting from 
every man woman and child in the district I 
fancy, but I could not see half of them, so only 
did a poor best at politeness. Fed on arrowroot 
and milk about 6 p .m . T o bed at 8 on the roof: 
slept well. ,

\
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Sunday, July 30: Spent the day in the Hoja’s 
house, lying on my back. A  good deal of internal 
trouble. Up about 4.30, fed about 6, on arrow- 
root and milk. Fainted again about 10 o’clock 
when a little way from the house, and cut my 
cheek rather badly on a stone. Rested so, with 
visitors to see me, till 6 p .m . when I fed, again of 
arrowroot. Dahum came to see me. Slept about
9.30, badly. Up three four and five times in the 
seven hours, and had headache besides.
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Monday, July 31: Got up feeling rather
wretched, naturally: fed about 8 a .m . N o signs 
of a carriage or of my messenger from Biredjik. 
Hope he has not bolted with my money. The 
Hoja awfully good ali these days, with me making 
quite unprecedented demands on his time and 
patience. But poor man, a most dreadful bore 
as well, does his best by five or six repeats to get 
every idea of his into my thick head, which usually 
understands before he speaks. In the evening 
tried a little burghul well-boiled in milk. Dahoum 
came to see me: slept about 9 p .m .
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Tuesday, August 1: Up at sunrise after a fair 
night: dawn very glorious, with the brokeri
blacks of the foreground leading to the silver 
line of the river, crossed by the rough points of 
the near poplar trees, and then the hills beyond, 
from deepest black at the water-edge, shaded to 
grey, purple, and finally a glorious orange, as the 
light caught them. Sunrise of course poor, as 
most sunrises are. Ate an egg in milk, and then 
went down to the river by slow stages, very pain- 
fully, and bathed. Needed a wash very badly 
indeed. River very low, and frothy. Then lay 
on my back in the house till 4 p .m . when my man 
came back from Biredjik, without a carriage. 
The town-doctor would not help him at ali, and 
the Kaimmakam also refused. So now I must 
delay five days while I wire to Aleppo, or walk to 
Membidj. Will hope for Membidj: feel better 
to-day. In the evening again burghul and milk: 
Dahoum came to see me: slept about 9 p .m .
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Wednesday, August 2: Woke up at dawn, which 
was like yesterday’s : slept well on the whole: feel 
a little better. Ate an egg in milk about 8 a .m . 

then lay on my back and rested ali day. Tcherkess 
agrees he bought the locks, but says the £3 were 
a present from Mr. Hogarth! Have written to 
Selim refusing to pay him anything. The Mukhtar 
has returned. Yasim wanted to marry, and so 
wanted money! Mended my things. In the 
late afternoon walked down to the Kala’at 
in one spell:— a great feat:— and washed. In 
the evening chicken-broth and burghul. Dahum 
come. Slept about 9.30. Felt better ali day.
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Thursday, August 3 : Woke at dawn after a good 
night feeling very much more alive. WiII try for 
Membidj this evening. Fed about 9 a .m . on 
chicken-broth and milk. Then opened my two 
boxes and took out slippers ete. for use on board: 
have decided to go back to England. Packed also 
my Rabelais, Holy Grail, Rossetti, and Roland. 
A t midday a little porridge. About 4 P.M. the 
bottom fell out of the Hoja’s hospitality on a 
sudden. He refused me the loan of his horse, 
and tacitly refused the Membidj project. Pro- 
posed I should rest two or three days in Dahoum’s 
house, and go by water to Teli el Ahmar. There 
being no boats I could not very well see my way 
to this, but I struggled döwn to Jerablus Tahtani, 
found a horse and hired it, and arranged to start 
in two hours time for Teli el Ahmar with Dahoum. 
The boy was necessary for I have no small change 
with me, and .if I cannot change a lira I cannot 
pay him. Returned at once to Jerablus Fokani 
and got into thicker clothes and finished my 
packing. We started about 6 p .m ., the Hoja,

Roland =  the mediaeval Chansotı de Roland. Lira =Turkish  
pound.
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very repentant, seeing me off. About 9 p .m . 

(marching with a fair moon) reached Sreisat, and 
slept two hours in the tents of one Mohammed el 
Kürdi: then started again, moonless, över difHcult 
stony country, losing our way once, for the 
Euphrates. Reached this before dawn, but found 
access to the landing-place cut off by the Sadjur, 
broad, and deep and strong-flowing. Dahoum 
swam across to bring a boat to help me and 
the horse över. These two days, Thursday and 
Friday, thus run together.
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Friday, August 4: The sun now rose. Certain 
people came to see me on the peninsula. They 
spoke a little Arabic. I feel fairly well this 
morning, most of the head-dizziness and inclİna- 
tion to faint gone. A  boat came after an hour to 
the shore and I went to the Syrian bank. Then 
I gave Dahoum a medjidi and sent him off for 
Jerablus well content. I myself lay down in a 
hemp plantation till 11.30 sleeping and reading 
the Holy Graal. At 11.30 a waggon came across, 
and for want of a better I got on board and went 
with it very roughly and slowly to Membidj. 
Here I got eggs and fruit-salad with iced sherbet 
of lemons, sugared. Tried to arrange a carriage 
for Aleppo. Had a lot of trouble with various 
drivers, ali asking thrice the fare, but eventually I 
found a “ victoria”  going empty to Aleppo, the 
driver of which was glad to take a lira from me 
for the trip. It was now evening, and so I ate 
of a vegetable stew and bread, with iced sherbet 
of rose leaves for 4d. T o  bed about 8, in the 
khan : disturbed night.
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Monday, August 7: Up about 4.30, read and 
wrote letters till 8. Then went out to see about 
money: raised £10: saw the Consul: settled up 
with him. Tried after embroidery. In the after- 
noon saw two antika dealers (one little red seal 
from one, two black and green from the other): 
also saw Haj Wahid. Then went with Tagir 
and looked out Thompson’s map of Teli Ahmar: 
saw Selim: tried the dealers for my lost camera: 
in the evening read till 8 p .m ., when went out to 
the consul to dinner: much talk after till 12 p .m . 

Changed films on return to the hotel. Slept well.

Haj W ahid, an Aleppine, had been the expedition’s cook at 
Jerablus.
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astonishment. Sudden irruption from near table 
of eleven mighty German railway engineers who 
told little man they had considered throwing him 
into the river which ran at the bottom of the 
garden, and would do it at once if he or his friends 
said another word. An immediate collapse of 
the Levantine element which ate in whispers and 
melted silent-ly away after the coffee. Landlord 
amusing, running round the table during the row 
wringing his hands and calling aloud in Armenian. 
Slept exceedingly badly, high fever, great sweating 
and delirium. Worst night have ever had.
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Wednesday, August [9]: Got off 5 a .m . for 
station, 2nd class for Damascus: one only in 
carriage with me, so slept several hours: saw 
little en route: ate at Homs in new buffet. Haj 
Wahid saw me off at the station, and brought a 
huge water-melon as a present: very delicious 
on the way. The (# and I ate it together, and 
only finished it in the gates of Damascus. Reyak 
about 5 p .m ., Damascus 10 p .m . Went to Palace 
Hotel. Slept well, though perspired a lot.

T h e  Arabic word Kanun, meaning “ law,” was wom , engraved 
on a brass plate, by military policemen o f the Turkish Empire; 
the other occuparit o f the carriage was presumably one of them.
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Thursday, August [ ıo ]: Up at 7 a .m . breakfast, 
and sent for a haircutter: not very good, but quite 
clean. Afterwards looked över Suifi’s stock, but 
saw nothing worth having. Ditto tiles in the 
Suk. Got the box with the hauberk I left here 
in Feb. and started for Beyrout about 1 p .m . 
Train overcrowded: very uncomfortable and
high fever at Ez Zebedani: so went ıst where 
there was an empty carriage. Slept well there, 
and felt much better at Reyak where I ate. 
Continued in empty carriage to Ain Sofar, where 
irruption of Russian Consul and family: only 
for \ an hour; they went out at Aleih. Went 
on to Beyrout, a little feverish, sleeping much: 
reached German hotel about 1 2  p .m . slept very 
well, though very hot, and perspiring.

Hauberk = a  shirt of mail for M r. Charles ffoulkes, the expert 
on armour (see his article in T. E. Lamrence by his Friends).
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Friday, August [11]: Up about 7 a .m . breakfast, 
and then to Cook to take tickets to England! To 
Marseilles only finally: Then to P.O. where
letter from Will advising come hom e: to telegraph 
office to wire so to M r. Jane: to Sarraftan about 
films: about 2.30 started by train for Jebail: 
reached it about 6 p .m .:  feeling very well: Mıss 
Holmes in great good-health: saw the new
pottery and carried off a few samples: saw my 
boots: and a wawi’s skin. Slept well.

W ill =his brother, W . G . Lawrence. M r. Jane = L . C . Jane, 
the historian. Mişs Holmes =H ead of American Mission 
School at Jebail, where the author had spent several long visits. 

■ . Wawi =Jackal; his young brother had asked for a skin.
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Saturday, August [12 ]: Left Miss Holmes about 
2 p .m . : got to Beyrout about 5 : to hotel straight, 
and read a few papers ete. till dinner: felt very 
tired and shaky, but must be getting better since 
I went up 20 steps at once without resting: to 
bed about 10 p .m .

Sunday, August [13]: Up about 6 a .m . after a 
very bad night: high fever ete. ali the time: 
Cook came for my things before seven, and 
managed to get my box of antiques through the 
customs unopened! This was miraculous after 
the Jerusalem affair. Tipped him strongly. Boat 
very full of people: ali Syrians .^pparently.

Left Beyrout about n  a .m . Ali över.
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P la te  I .  U r f a , “  A b r a h a m ’s  P o o l  ”  (w h ic h  co n ta in s  s a c r e d  fish ) 
a n d  o u tb u ild in g s  o f  M o s q u e

Plate I I .  U r f a , South Side of Castle from  the E ast
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Plate IV . U r f a ,  C orner T ow er from  a c r o s s  M oat

Plate V. U r f a ,  North-East Part of the Exterior of the 
Castle with Gate-Towers



Plate V II . R e l i e f  o f  L i o n  a t  H a r r a n
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Plate X I I I .  B i r i d j i k ,  South H ali of the Castle from  the N o rth -E a st

Plate X I V . R u m  K a l a a t ,  M achicoulis



Plate X V . Plan of R u m  K a n a a t  

Mostly after Nöldeke (Petermann’s M itteilun gen , 1920, Plate III)



Plate X V I. R u m  K a l a a t ,  the Moat and “ Razor **



Plate X V III. R u m  K a l a a t ,  the “ Razor” from Above
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Plate X IX . F a c s i m i l e  P a g  e  o f  t h e  D i a r y
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THE CHANGING EAST

A  P i c t u r e - W r i t e r  once coined a phrase, “ The 
Unchanging East,”  and Tim e has turned round 
and taken revenge upon him. The East is to-day 
the place of change— of changes so great and 
swift that in comparison with it our Europe 
is standing stili. W e have been much engaged 
lately, making wars and peaces, looking at our own 
hurts, and trying to restore the balance of the 
times, and so we have not always been able to 
spare attention to what Asia is doing or thinking. 
We have tried to deal with her on the old traditional 
lines, and to our dismay she has not reacted 
properly. There have been outbreaks, unrest, 
protestatıons, and we, lacking the knowledge of 
movements there, have missed the sequence and 
find ourselves reduced to force, as our last remedy 
and restoration.

Yet there is urgent need for comprehension, of 
a careful study of our possessions in Asia, in order 
that we may regain touch with their opinion. We 
are ali agreed aş to the need of this stock-taking, 
though few of üş will agree later on the lessons of
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to suit the new ideas: we had pack-horses, solid 
wheels, springless waggons, coaches, railways, 
motor cars, aeroplanes: we found the progress 
indecently fast at times, and put men with red 
flags to walk before the machines while we 
breathed— but what of Asia, which has stepped 
in a lifetime of thirty years from saddle-donkeys 
to Rolls-Royce cars, from blood-mares to aero­
planes? We grew by slow stages of muskets 
from bows to automatic guns: it took us five 
hundred years. The marauder of the desert laid 
away his spear just before the war, and to-day 
goes out on his raids with a Maxim. We invented 
the printing-press four hundred years ago, and 
served a long apprenticeship by way of wooden 
types, screw and lever presses, steam presses, 
electric presses, to the cheap speed of the modern 
newspaperv The East has side by side the old- 
fashioned scribe, making each year a poorer 
İiving, and the linotype. The vernacular press 
came to them full-born.- These are the material 
sides. Asia has in thirty years leaped across a 
stage which took us hundreds. She has not done 
it very well, perhaps, no better than parts of 
Russia, parts of the Balkans, parts of South 
Am erica: the important part is that she has done 
it, and the Asia of Kinglake and Lamartine is
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wholly gone. Our ey es show us this, and some 
of us, the mediaevalists, lament it. However, 
that is just a pose. The clock has never been 
put back: but the simplest thing in the world is 
to push its hands a little forward, and there are 
so many people pushing Asia that it is rather 
difficult to realise what the unassisted speed of its 
own ticking is. We will hardly learn this till they 
stop tinkering at it: yet it is important for us to 
learn it, since the earth is just a track along which 
countries and continents race with one another, 
and for ali we know Asia may be gaining on us 
mentally.

This mental and moral growth is so hard 
to measure. The material changes prepare our 
heads to note great change in other ways, but 
their apprehension stays uncertain. There has 
been a change in ideas: we hear the people of 
Asia talking about representative government 
and parliaments. In our fathers’ days they were 
governed by theocrats and autocrats. W e think 
how long it took England to conceive and bring 
forth a House of Commons, and we begin to be 
astonished at this headlong Asia. There are 
labour troubles in Cairo and Bombay,, a general 
strike in Mecca, trades union congresses in 
Constantinople. This disease they have caught
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and Ireland, the last places to catch it, have it 
gravely. We, the older sufferers, seem now 
nearly immune from it: we may be passing into 
an economic stage, in which wars and govern- 
ments will be mainly businesses. It sounds a 
futile motive of disputes. The economic motive 
may yet rank with religion and nationality in 
destructiveness.

However, the Middle East is not as far as 
this yet. its first symptoms of nationality were 
shown in Turkey, when Midhat Pasha began 'to 
use French words in government; and in Egypt 
when Arabi Pasha rose up in arms, and began to 
drive out the Khedive and his Turkish entourage. 
Both ideas were sternly discouraged. The English 
bolstered up the foreign dynasty in Egypt, and , 
Abd el Hamid took up Pan-Islam, a hierarchic 
conception of İslam, as a corrective to the Midhat 
notions. He got it from a German book, which 
had been confusing the Caliphate and the 
mediseval Papacy. However, the idea had a 
temporary success, and stili holds some ground 
in India and Africa. For a few years there was 
peace in Asia, and Europe understood it again 
without having to change its way of thinking. 
This was better for Asia and for us, since, as a 
German pointed out, when we fiave to change

76







T H E  C H A N G IN G  E A S T

must be done quickly, for Europe was not looking 
kindly on them: so they took steps to lop the 
Greeks and Armenians to the proportions of their 
bedstead, and began to work upon the Arabs, to 
teach them Turkish as a first step, and to make 
them good Ottomans the second. They invented 
a sharp saying: “ A  Turkish ass is better than an 
alien prophet,”  to teach the people the relative 
worth o f İslam and nationality. The subject 
races found Enver’s little finger very heavy, and 
began to whisper to one another, in the strictest 
secrecy, that such things were contrary to the very 
principles of nationality in whose name they were 
done. These whisperings increased and became 
organised, till by 1914 there were healthy con- 
spiracies, aiming to take local autonomy by force 
from Constantinople, afoot in Armenia, in Kurdi- 
stan, in Syria, and in Mesopotamia. Then the 
war came.

Even before the war we had ali Turkey going 
shipwreck, by her own stupidity. The Turkish 
race have a fatal habit of obedience, unquestioning 
obedience, and an equally costly capacity for 
sacrificing themselves for their State. The first 
is demonstrated if in a crowded raihvay station in 
Turkey you say “ Sit down”  firmly. A t once 
they ali sit down: and the second has b een .
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açcordingly the meaner races, who used their wits 
before their hands, gained steadily on him. In 
the old days a few trusty horsemen had held 
Tripoli and Albania, and Arabia and Syria, and 
Mesopotamia and Armenia in subjection. Now 
each province demanded a substantial garrison. 
These garrisons had to be real Turks— no other 
but Anatolians were loyal— and so the conscription 
every year took a larger and larger percentage of 
the young generation. These were splendid rank 
and file, but the old classes were no longer fit for 
officers. An officer nowadays must read and 
write, and know a little mathematics, and study 
Von der Goltz: so they had to find them from 
the clerkly classes of the towns, sons of officials, 
and merchants’ sons, and westernised young men. 
They were full of Byzantine vices, and utterly 
despised the peasant clods who were their soldiers. 
They neglected ali such as did not mipister to their 
pleasure; and with one disease and another, with ' 
bad sanitation, bad food, and casualties, the army 
began to eat up the youth of Turkey. The birth- 
rate in Anatolia fell, and we who were looking on 
could see Turkey shrivelling and dying of over- 
strain. The Italian war, the Balkan wars, were ** 
aggravations of an already hopeless State.

Then, when things were in this flux, thus came
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the war, and Asia, vvhich had been moving fast 
for twertty years, put on a dizzy spurt, and left 
our expectations straining far behind. During 
the war Europe came bodily to Western Asia. On 
one side of the fence were the armies of the 
Germans, on this side the armies of the Allies. 
Each set great departments, fortified with ali their 
resources, to work on the senses of the Orientals. 
We talked for and against Holy Wars, as finely 
as any Moslem dialectician. We preached of the 
rights o f civilisation, of the laws of humanity, of 
international law, Geneva conventions, Hague 
conferences. We poured out leaflets, and picture 
papers, newspapers, films, ali to convey an 
impression vvhich should make the East under- 
stand us, and help us with conviction. Like other 
artists, the character we most illustrated in these 
productions was our own. T h e astonished 
peoples of "VVestern Asia could not choose but 
hear us, and began, willingly or unvvillingly, to 
see what we were like, and comprehend our least 
notions. They did not always like them, but 
they learned a lot. In particular they learned 
what each of us was fighting for (they heard it 
from ali our mouths, and we ali said much the 
same thing), and a thing sworn to by so many 
vvitnesses must surely be true. This liberty, this
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by which politics and conduct were now judged 
was this new one of nationality. The nation 
became the rule of life, the modern creed— and as 
the war drew on Moslem learnt to go out and fight 
Moslem, and accept death gladly in battle for the 
new ideal. When England was at her greatest 
straits to defend her straggled holdings in the East, 
these feelings reached their height— and the best 
measure of their height is not that Indian Moslem 
fought Turkish Moslem to vindicate the place of 
India as a partner in our Empire, but that the 
people of Mecca, the centre of İslam, under its 
Emir, the Sherif of Mecca, the senior descendant 
of the Prophet, rose in rebellion against the Caliph, 
the Sultan of Constantinople, and that this 
rebellion carried everyone of Arabic speech in 
Asia at least sympathetically to its side. This was 
the final triumph, the highest expression there 
can ever be in Western Asia o f the principle of 
nationality as the foundation of political action, 
opposed to the principle of a world-religion, a 
supra-national creed. Not the Galilean but the 
politician had conquered.

The armistice came, but did not check this 
movement; it made adherence to it more safe 
and more rational. The original stalwarts who 
marched north under Feisal side by side with
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leader of the new party, and speedily enrolled 
under his nominal guidance ali the mass of Turks 
in Asia. His country is self-supporting, and he 
can sustain without danger the attacks of the 
Greek Army, and the blockade of the Allies, if he 
can open friendly relations with Russia on his 
eastern front. He first tried to approach Italy, 
and then France, and then England, but found 
the one insufficient, the other too interested, the 
third legitimist. He is now blocked from the 
fEgean by Greek armies, and has to choose 
between surrender to them and friendship with 
Russia. The latter will probably mean his own 
personal downfall, for family reasons: but his 
followers will not hesitate to sacrifice him, if 
necessary, for the good of their State. Union with 
Russia will postpone the dream of an autonomous 
Turkestan for a generation, and will lock up 
Turkey in Anatolia proper for so long. Without 
foreign colonies, foreign wars, and foreign 
garrisons, she should meanwhile register a large 
increase of population.

T he fate of the Arabs is more difficult to 
prophesy than that of the Turks, for they are a 
people of far higher mentality, subtle intellects 
capable of a depth of thinking, practical intellects 
capable of a degree of production, inflammable
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Arabia, which it would be unprofitable ever to 
administer. The deserts will probably remain,. 
in the future as in the past, the preserves of 
inarticulate philosophers. The cultivated districts, 
Mesopotamia and Syria, have, however, language, 
race, and interests in common. T ill to-day they 
have always been too vast to form a single country: 
they are divided, except for a narrow gangway in 
the north, by an irredeemable waste of flint and 
gravel: but petrol makes light of deserts, and 
space is shrinking to-day, when we travel one 
hundred miles an hour instead of five. The 
effect of roads, railways, air-ways and telegraph 
will be to draw these two provinces together, and 
teach them how like they are: and the needs of 
Mesopotamian trade will fix attention on the 
Mediterranean ports. The Arabs are a Medi- 
terranean people, whom no force of circumstances 
will constrain to the Indian Ocean: further, when 
Mesopotamia has done her duty by the /rivers, 
there will remain no part for water transport iri 
her life— and the way by rail from Mosul or 
Bagdad to Alexandretta or Tripoli is more 
advantageous than the way to Basra. It may well 
be that Arab unity will come of an overwhelm- 
ing conviction of the Mesopotamians that their 
national prosperity demands it.
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The future of Persia is also clouded. In the 
days before the war she was judged for division 
between Great Britain and Russia. During the 
war she suffered occasional invasion from Turkey, 
and was the bed wherein German and Britisb 
propagandist missions hunted one another. The 
Russian revolution delivered her from both these 
pains: England was left the only power capable 
or inclined to help her out of her bankruptcy and 
disorder on to the path of decent self-government. 
Unfortunately the stat esmen of the two countries 
took rather a crude view of the situation, and 
concluded an agreement open to unfavourable 
interpretations, not only in the world outside 
(quite ready to take us at our worst), but in Persia 
itself. Conseqıiently the advanced elements in 
Persia deserted us, and began to look aeross their 
northern frontier for Russian help. This was 
forthcoming in minute doses, and they, who 
ineluded most of the militant spirits in Persia, 
took aetive measures against us. Our withdrawal 
gave them the prestige of a victory, and it seems 
possible that Persia will either be united under a 
national and unfriendly administration, or dis- 
membered as before the war, and fought över by 
Russian and British partisans, nominally Persian 
subjects.
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Egypt, another independent member of the 
group of new States that the war has sketched in 
the Middle East, has Consolidated herself under 
pressure of the war and the riöts since into the 
fair semblance of a single people. Her nationalists, 
who are in reality ali the people of Egypt after 
their degree, have lost their former distinction of 
Moslem and Christian, and now find a common 
basis in their geographical situation and their 
daily speech. They have emancipated them- 
selves from the clerical influence of the Azhar, 
the old-style Moslem University of Cairo, the 
former stronghold of pro-Turk or anti-British 
sentiment. The new nationalists envisage an 
attack upon this hoary institution, to bring its 
character and curriculum more into the trend of 
the present need of Egypt. In questions regarding 
the position of women and public education they 
are as advanced as the nationalists of Turkey. 
Politically their horizon is stili very narrow, 
hardly leaving the banks of the N ile : but there is 
little doubt that the pressure of surplus population 
and excess of wealth will soon lead their eyes into 
larger enterprises, and then the North African 
question, at present'easy to handle in sharply 
opposed compartments’, will become a burning 
one." Egypt is so much the strongest component
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organised as a European State. The success of 
their scheme will involve inevitably the raising of. 
the present Arab population to their own material 
level, only a little after themselves in point of time, 
and the consequences might be of the highest 
importance for the future of the Arab world. It 
might well prove a source of techriical supply 
rendering them independent of industrial Europe, 
and in that case the new confederation might 
become a formidable element of world power. 
However, sudh a contingency will not be for the 
first or even for the second generation, but it 
must be borne in mind in any laying out of 
foundations of empire in Western Asia. These 
to a very large extent must stand or fail by the 
course of the Zionist effort, and by the course of 
events in Russia.

It is curious how with each modification of the 
condition of Russia her potential influence has 
steadily increased in South-Western Asia. Since 
the Czarişt days Russia has been sole arbiter of 
Northern Asia, from the Black Sea to the China 
Sea, and so large a proportion of her bulk lies in 
Asia that there is real reason for considering her 
revolution an Asiatic phenomenon. It has at 
least a very strong Asiatic importance, and may 
well yet do for Asia what the kindred revolution
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(p. 292) whom our standards would make % 
murderer. He is short-tempeıed and proud, and 
cannot endure to be worsted in argument. When 
it happens he leans forward with his little knife 
and kills the other party. Three times he did it 
before people learnt to respect his convictions, 
however ill-expressed. His elder brother, a re- 
sponsible parent, each time saved him from 
odium by discharging on the nail the blood- 
money which heals the dispute and compensates 
the bereaved. There is the Emir Abdulla (p. 68) 
who will read this note, and would not thank me 
for either praise or blame of him. His complexity 
comes out in his portrait.

At the other end of the scale is the spy (p. 260) 
who was our most excellent informant in the 
War, but is looked down upon by his fellows 
because he took money for his work. He lost the 
money in a bad trading venture after the armistice, 
and now vvithout either friends or substance must 
serve as a donkey-boy where he once walked free. 
His face shows his sense of the broken world 
about him: but when he was sent for to be 
drawn he ran home and put on his best clothing. 
It was not very good, but evidently he stili has 
hope and self-respect.

Ali ibn Hussein, Fahad, Matar, Mohammad
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which othenvise has never been photographed, 
and of the mode of life which was exacted by 
the physical environment and is now ceasing to 
exist.

The prints in the War Museum and in the 
personal collection were labelled by T . E. 
Lawrence and others; and the descriptions in 
this book are based on those identifications, but 
the spellings of Arabic names have been brought 
into conformity with the index of Seven Pillars 
of Wisdom.

The photographs are arranged as far as possible 
in the order in which the subjects are mentioned 
in Seven Pillars of Wisdom.

A . W . L .
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Plate 2

Gardens o f N a k h l  İVIu b a r a k  w ith  A b d  el  K e r im  el  B e id a w i in  foreground



Plate 5

T h e  Spring at N a k h l  M u b a r a k

Plate 6

N a k h l  M u b a r a k  looking on to Jebel A g id a
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Plate 9

Looking from the hills behind the rock ground across 
N a k h l  M u b a r a k  groves u p  Wadi Y e n b o

Plate 10

N a k h l  M u b a r a k , ed ge o f laııding grou n d
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Plate 12

Outside the Em ir F e i s a l ’s T en t at N a k h l  M u b a r a k  landing ground

D awn in Cam p, N a k h l  M u b a r a k , Decemuer 1916
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Plate 14 

N e b k

Plate 15

From  a M ound in W adi Y e n b o . Hill in distance and centre is Jebel 
AN AG EiN pthe double-peaked summit o f Jebel F ig r a .  T h e  brush- 
ground flat is W adi Y e n b o
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Plate 17
From N a k i i l  M u b a r a k ,  J e r i a  extreme righ t, R u d h w a  in background

Plate 18

Looking över B ir  e l  F a g i r  from  a hill N orth-W est o f N a k h l  
M u b a r a k ; Jebel F ije r  on right in distance. In centre distance 
Jebel D h i f r a n  and the hill range bounding W adi S a f r a  on W est. 
M iddle distance B r u k a



Plate 19

Background on left, B r u k a  on its m oun d; middle distance N a k h l  
M u b a r a k  looking South. F e is a l  in black cloak, foreground centre

Plate 20

T h e M ejlis outside F e i s a l ’s T en t at N a k h l  M u b a r a k



Plate 21 

A te ib a  Troops at Y e n b o

Plate 22

F e i s a l ’s A rm y com ing in to Y e n b o , Decem ber 1916
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